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Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 9:02 A.M.

Salute to the Flag 

Vice President Ruth Bloom led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Announcements/Communications 
President Mitchell reviewed the following:  

1) Proposed Regular Consent Calendar: Items 25 - 43; 

2) Waiver Consent Items (with Board Policies), WC-1;

3) Proposed Additional Waiver Consent Items:  W-2 through W-6; W-8; W-10 through W-14; W-16; and W-17. 
There were five waiver requests that were not on consent: W-1; W-9, W-15; W-18; and W-19. 

President Mitchell announced that Item 18 was pulled from the agenda, and waiver item W-7 was pulled at the request of the district. Item 44 would be heard after Item 17 on the second day of the meeting. President Mitchell asked that any consent items that board members would like to discuss be taken off the consent calendar before lunch. 

Report of the Superintendent

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell thanked the board and staff for all of their hard work noting that only two items had last minute “blue” addenda. He invited members of the board and the public to attend the State of Education address on February 3, 2009, at 11:00 am. 

Item 1: STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES.

Election of Officers
President Mitchell opened Item 1 by turning the gavel over to Superintendent O’Connell to conduct the election of officers for 2009. Per Article IV of the state board’s bylaws, the Superintendent called for nominations for the office of president. Superintendent O’Connell reminded everyone that at the board’s November meeting President Mitchell was nominated for the office of the president. Hearing no other nominations, Superintendent O’Connell closed the call for nominations. He then opened the floor for nominations for the office of vice president. Again, Superintendent O’Connell reminded everyone that at the November board meeting Member Bloom was nominated for the office of vice president. Hearing no other nominations, the Superintendent closed the call for nominations. He asked for public comment. Hearing none, he asked for a motion to elect President Mitchell and Member Bloom to the offices of president and vice president respectively. 

ACTION: Member Chan moved to re-elect Ted Mitchell as president and Ruth Bloom as vice president of the State Board of Education. Member Noonan seconded the motion. The board voted, by show of hands, 9-0 to approve the elections.
President Mitchell and Vice President Bloom thanked the board and the public for their vote of confidence.

President Mitchell invited board members to provide board updates. Member Bloom noted that she and Mr. Aschwanden attended the Joint Advisory Committee on Career Technical Education the previous day and were impressed with the work staff has been doing in this area. 

Member Chan informed the board that the Advisory Commission on Special Education (ACSE) is moving forward to develop and adopt a site-visit matrix. This tool, once adopted, will provide insight into best practices of schools providing quality special education services. In addition, Member Chan shared that she attended the Public School Accountability Act (PSAA) meeting. This group is responsible for addressing state accountability measures. The meeting focused on the Academic Performance Index (API). Member Chan thanked CDE staff for their knowledge in data and statistics. 

Member Williams and President Mitchell met with CDE staff as assessment and accountability liaisons but didn’t elaborate on specific details given that CDE staff would be presenting items that spoke to that discussion later in the board meeting. 

Finally, President Mitchell announced that the board would be reopening Item 1 on Thursday for a discussion on No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) led by Robert Manwaring from Education Sector. 

Item 2: PUBLIC COMMENT.  

Public comment was received from Pixie Hayward Schickele of CTA. Ms. Schickele congratulated President Mitchell and Vice President Bloom on their reelection. Ms. Schickele asked for new beginnings in an area in which she’s had problems. Specifically, she asked for transparency and timeliness in relation to agenda items. President Mitchell asked for an example and Ms. Schickele noted that it was related to specific documents that weren’t available online, provided in a timely manner or were not properly linked to the SBE Web site. She noted that she would look for specific examples and forward to President Mitchell for review.  

No action was taken on this item.

Item 3: African American Advisory Committee: Approve the Proposed Guidelines and Appointment Process for the African American Advisory Committee.

Presenter: Jennifer Johnson, Education Policy Consultant, SBE 

Board members discussed a number of issues including the number of meetings, funding restraints, and duration of the proposed committee. Board members instructed SBE staff to modify language in the proposed guidelines and requested that the committee report back to the board as to how they plan to strategize immediate steps. SBE Executive Director Debora Merle reminded the SBE that SBE staff will need to reorganize to accommodate the staffing commitment required of this committee. Finally, Superintendent O’Connell offered to provide the board with an update as to the work of the P-16 Council, specifically relating to the strategies employed for addressing the achievement gap. 

Public Comment: Public comment was received from Dr. Norma Baker, President, Voices for African American Students and also Director of Mathematics for Los Angeles Unified School District, who spoke in strong support of the African American Advisory Committee (AAAC). Others speaking in support included Dr. Deborah Keyes, Voices for African American Students; Zella Knight; Curtis Washington, CTA; Beth Rice, English Language Arts Curriculum Specialist, Sacramento County Office of Education and Voices for African American Students member; Rex Fortune, Voices for African American Students; and Walter Richardson, parent, Los Angeles Unified School District.  

ACTION: Member Chan moved to approve the proposed guidelines and appointment process for the AAAC with the following two modifications:

· Revise the first sentence in the Charge to the Committee section of the proposed guidelines as follows: “The Board seeks advice from the AAAC on questions related to closing the achievement gap and ensuring grade-level proficiency for African American students, including, but not limited to, the following:”. 

· The board directed the AAAC to determine an appropriate way of measuring when it had completed its charge, and asked that the AAAC report back to the board on the progress of its work along with a suggested timetable for providing updates to the board.
Member Noonan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion. 

Item 2: PUBLIC COMMENT.  

President Mitchell announced that he was reopening this item. Cynthia Rolf, Department of Mathematics, UCLA, spoke on behalf of Shelly Kriegler and herself regarding the board’s need to meet the federal requirements for algebra assessment. 

No action was taken on this item.

Item 4: Calculation of the 2008 Base Academic Performance Index.

Presenter: Rachel Perry, Director, Policy and Evaluation Division, CDE, presented on this item. Ms. Perry requested that the board approve three changes to the API, all of which accommodate the inclusion of results from the new California Modified Assessment (CMA).
Member Bloom inquired as to what the board could expect from the requested changes. Member Chan asked whether students scoring proficient on the CMA would be prohibited from taking the CMA in the future. J.T. Lawrence, director of CDE’s Assessment and Accountability Division, explained that any student will be entitled to take the CMA if the child’s IEP team deemed it appropriate. Member Chan also asked about data from the 2008 CMA, specifically performance data disaggregated by disability. Mr. Lawrence indicated he hoped to make that data available very soon. 
President Mitchell noted that the entire board was very interested in receiving updates on this issue.
Public Comment: Public comment was not offered on this item.  
ACTION: Member Noonan moved to approve the following changes to the calculation of the 2008 Base Academic Performance Index (API):

· Remove results from the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey); 

· Include results from the California Modified Assessment (CMA) for English-language arts and mathematics grades three through five, and science, grade five; and 

· Adjust the 2008 Base API using the same methodology as used for the 2007 Base API to account for the introduction of the CMA in grades six through eight in 2009.

Member Chan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 8-0 to approve the motion. (Member Fisher was not present for the vote.)

Item 5: The Academic Performance Index: Past, Present, and Future

Presenter: Rachel Perry, Director, Policy and Evaluation Division, CDE presented on this item. 

Ms. Perry noted that her presentation was based on the board’s discussion at the November 2008 meeting when a number of board members indicated their interest in learning how they could make an impact on the API. She noted that she would limit her discussion to five key components of the API where policy changes could be made. 

She explained that the CDE has two advisory committees in this area: the Technical Design Group and the Public Schools Accountability Act (PSAA) Advisory Committee. After explaining the role of each committee, Ms. Perry noted that the PSAA Committee formed a subcommittee charged with producing a new five-year plan for the API. They’ve met three times to date. 

President Mitchell asked for clarification regarding the timeline of expected regulations concerning any new API calculation. Ms. Perry noted that the plan is to introduce them in September 2009 but that public comment would be required, which would therefore push the end product toward some time in 2010. 

Ms. Perry invited Holly Jacobson of the California School Boards Association, and chair of the PSAA Advisory committee, to speak on this issue. Ms. Jacobson noted that this committee is also very interested in the work of both the ELAC and AAAC related to the API and noted that accountability needs to be meaningful for these two subgroups of students. In addition, she noted that the subcommittee is looking at attendance, dropout, and graduation rates; staff and student indicators; and data regarding English language learners. For example, can the CELDT be revised for additional purposes? Redesignation of English learners is another issue under consideration by this subcommittee. 

Keric Ashley, Director, Data Management Division, CDE, spoke in response to Member Aschwanden’s concerns regarding those students who leave a comprehensive high school to go into an adult education program. According to Mr. Ashley, if an adult education program is designed to lead to a diploma, then that student is deemed a transfer and therefore not a dropout. 

Public Comment: Doug McRae noted he’s attended the PSAA meetings for the past 10 years and applauded their most recent efforts as well as Member Chan for her attendance at the last meeting. Mr. McRae reminded the board that while this committee was created by the State Superintendent it was charged to report both to the Superintendent and the State Board of Education. 
No action was taken on this item.

Item 6: Legislative and State Budget Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2007-08 Session and the New Session that Convened on December 1, 2008.

Presenter: Lupita Cortez Alcala, Director, Legislative Affairs, CDE, and Carol Bingham, Director, Fiscal Policy, CDE, presented on this item.

Ms. Cortez Alcala reported that there isn’t a lot of activity taking place regarding new legislation due to the fact that the focus of discussion remains the state budget. She informed the board that Senator Gloria Romero was recently assigned to chair the Senate Education Committee, and Assemblywoman Julia Brownley was assigned to chair the Assembly Education Committee. 

Ms. Bingham updated the SBE regarding state budgetary matters. Ms. Bingham noted that the Governor and state Legislature are currently addressing both mid-year cuts as well as the 2009-2010 budget. Specifically, Ms. Bingham discussed how such cuts would impact Proposition 98 funding.  

Member Chan inquired into the status of AB 2040 (Nunez), which was signed into law last fall. J.T. Lawrence, Director, Standards and Assessment Division, CDE, spoke on this issue and noted that CDE staff has put a group together to address the upcoming three milestones. Specifically, the group will ask panelists to bring recommendations in October 2009, regulations will be brought forth one year later, October 2010, and if the SBE approves, eligible students would be afforded the alternate means of demonstrating achievement in January 2011. 

 No action was taken on this item.

***PUBLIC HEARING***

Item 7: Draft World Language Content Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten through Grade Twelve.
Presentation: Phil Lafontaine, Director of Professional Development and Curriculum Support Division, CDE, presented this item. 

Mr. Lafontaine spoke on the history of the development of these standards in collaboration with the California Foreign Language Project. The results of a field review, including a survey which yielded 120 responses, were presented. Member Chan formally recognized and thanked the group who worked on this project, and asked them to continue their work on the framework, which will be the first framework on World Languages. Member Chan also urged the SBE to continue to support the new framework development, with a focus on collaboration, globalization, and building self-esteem of students speaking other languages. 

President Mitchell opened the public hearing. 
Public comment in support of this item included Nicole Naditz, California Teachers’ Association; Margaret Peterson, San Francisco Unified School District; Jim Hartley, parent, San Juan Unified School District; Christine Lanphere, Curriculum Commission; Paul Jia, teacher; Duarte Silva, California Foreign Language Project, Stanford; and Sherry Griffith, ACSA. 

President Mitchell closed the public hearing.

ACTION: Member Chan moved to adopt the draft World Language Content Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (World Language Content Standards). Member Williams seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion.  
***END OF PUBLIC HEARING***

Item 8:  Chief Petitioners’ Appeal of the Decisions of the Riverside and San Bernardino County Committees on School District Organization to Disapprove a Transfer of Territory from the Beaumont Unified School District to the Yucaipa-Calimesa Joint Unified School District.
Presenter: Larry Shirey, School Fiscal Services Division, CDE, presented on this item. 

Public Comment: Public comment offered in support was received from Dr. Barry Kayrell, Superintendent, Beaumont Unified School District, and Dennis Mobley, representing San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools. 
Member Chan asked Mr. Shirey about the interdistrict transfer policies of these two districts. He responded that these school districts typically allow students to transfer on request.

ACTION: Member Noonan moved to affirm the decision of the Riverside County Committee on School District Organization (County Committee) and the San Bernardino County Committee to disapprove the proposed transfer of territory from the Beaumont Unified School District (USD) in Riverside County to the Yucaipa-Calimesa Joint Unified School District (JUSD) in San Bernardino County.

Member Bloom seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion. 

Item 9: Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve, 2011 Update: Approval of Timeline, Plan, and Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee Application.

Presenter: Tom Adams, Director, Curriculum Framework and Instructional Resources Division, CDE, presented for board approval the 2011 Mathematics Framework update timeline, update plan, and Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) application.
Public Comment: Public comment was received from Sherry Griffith, ACSA, who shared her concerns regarding universal access; students with learning disabilities; starting algebra standards in lower grades, including kindergarten; consideration for publishers; and district choice. Doug McRae requested that the board articulate their objectives regarding algebra readiness. 
President Mitchell requested that the board be notified of opportunities for engagement in the process. Tom Adams indicated the update plan was provided for information only, and that CDE is requesting approval for only the timeline and the application at this time. 
ACTION: Member Noonan moved to approve the timeline and Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) application recommended by the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) for the update of the Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (Mathematics Framework). Member Lopez seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion.

Item 10:  Health Framework for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve, 2011 Revision: Approval of the Timeline, Plan, and Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee Application.
Presenter: Tom Adams, Director, Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Resources Division, CDE, presented on this item. 

Mr. Adams asked for board approval regarding the 2011 Health Framework revision timeline, plan and Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee Application. He noted that this framework will be a full revision. He also noted that the proposed set of guidelines will be presented in September as well as nominations for the members of that committee. 
Public Comment: Public comment was not offered on this item. 

ACTION: Member Lopez moved to approve the recommendation of the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) for the revision of the Health Framework for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (Health Framework), including the timeline, the revision plan, and the Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) application.

Member Noonan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-0 to approve the motion. (Members Aschwanden, Chan, and Jones were not present for the vote.)

***PUBLIC HEARING***

Item 11: California Native Americans Supplemental Instructional Materials: Consideration of Approval.

Presentation: Tom Adams, Director, Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Resources Division, CDE copresented this item with Patricia Dixon, Chair of the History-Social Science Subject Matter Committee for the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission. 

President Mitchell opened the public hearing. Public comment was not offered on this item. 

President Mitchell closed the public hearing. 

Ms. Dixon stated that she was present for the October 29-30, 2008, deliberations and reviewed said materials. Ms. Dixon noted that the group worked very hard and produced an advisory report addressing how well the evaluation criteria were met, with citations. There were 89 suggested edits and, several of the criteria were not met or only partially met. Ms. Dixon advised the board that the Curriculum Commission, at a regular meeting in November 2008, voted not to approve the materials. Member Bloom shared her concerns regarding the quality of the materials. Member Bloom then suggested that CDE engage in a dialogue with the California Council for the Humanities on this issue.  Member Bloom explained that she knew the council worked with California Indians in an effort to maintain their history and language. 

Member Fisher inquired as to next steps. Mr. Adams explained that there weren’t any next steps noted in the legislation but that he would follow up with Member Bloom’s suggestion to contact the California Council for the Humanities. Member Fisher noted for the record that the job is incomplete. Superintendent O’Connell echoed Member Fisher’s concerns but explained that he is now looking ahead with the CDE in an effort to meet the requirements of the state Legislature. Member Bloom noted that they might want to reach out to the local Indian tribes given their obvious interest on this topic. 

ACTION: Member Noonan moved to approve staff recommendation, thereby not approving the supplemental instructional materials developed by the California State Library (State Library) pursuant to Senate Bill 41(Chapter 870, Statutes of 2002.) Member Williams seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 7-0 to approve the motion. (Members Aschwanden and Chan were not present for the vote.)

*** END OF PUBLIC HEARING***

Item 12: Nonpublic School and Agency Certification: Approve Commencement of an Additional 15-Day Comment Period for Proposed Changes to Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations, sections 3001 et seq.

Presenter: Mary Hudler, Director, Special Education Division, CDE presented on this item.

Public Comment: Public comment was received from Sherry Griffith, ACSA, who spoke in support of the proposed staff recommendation but acknowledged that her organization did have some concerns regarding the training element for the personnel who are employed to provide behavior intervention services in nonpublic schools and agencies. 

ACTION: Member Noonan moved to:

· Approve the proposed changes to the regulations;

· Direct that the proposed changes be circulated for a 15-day public comment period in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act;

· Approve adoption of the proposed regulations if no relevant comments are received during the 15-day public comment period. In that CDE is directed to complete the rulemaking package and submit it to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for approval; 

· If any relevant comments to the proposed changes are received during the 15-day public comment period, CDE is directed to close the current process, then commence a new rulemaking process for submittal to the SBE during 2009; and, 

· Direct CDE to convene a workgroup of appropriate stakeholders to make recommendations for the standards, criteria and training of personnel who are employed to provide behavior intervention services in nonpublic schools and agencies. CDE shall report back to the State Board at the July 2009 State Board meeting and will prepare proposed draft regulations to be heard at the September 2009 State Board meeting.  

Member Bloom seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 8-0 to approve the motion. (Member Aschwanden was not present for the vote.)

   Consent Calendar

The following items, 25 through 43, were proposed for the regular consent calendar. Members requested that items 26 and 27 be pulled from the consent calendar.
Public Comment: Doug McRae, education consultant, spoke on Item 30, the NCLB accountability workbook. Specifically, he asked to speak on what wasn’t present in the agenda materials. Mr. McRae felt that there were a variety of technical issues that needed to be addressed. In his view, this resulted in testing that was not necessary. He encouraged the board to pay attention to these items in the future. 

ACTION: Member Noonan moved to approve the proposed consent calendar. Member Williams seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 8-0, with one abstention, to approve the motion. 

Item 25: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Supplemental Educational Services Provider, Reinstatement of MathThink.

Item 28: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Approve Local Educational Agency Plans, Title I, Section 1112. 

Item 29: Consolidated Application 2008-09: Approval.

Item 30: Technical Revisions to the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 Accountability Workbook for 2009.

Item 31: Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Approval of 2009 District Apportionment Amounts.

Item 32: 2009 Education and the Environment Initiative Curriculum Review: Approval of Revised Timeline.

Item 33: 2009 Education and the Environment Initiative Curriculum Review: Appointment of Content Review Experts and Instructional Materials Reviewers (Cohort 2).

Item 34: The Administrator Training Program, Assembly Bill 430 (Chapter 364, Statutes of 2005): Approval of Training Providers and Training Curricula.

Item 35: The Administrator Training Program, Assembly Bill 430 (Chapter 364, Statutes of 2005): Approval of Applications for Funding from Local Educational Agencies.

Item 36: Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program, Senate Bill 472 (Chapter 524, Statutes of 2006): Approval of Training Providers and Training Curricula.

Item 37: Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program Senate Bill 472 (Chapter 524, Statutes of 2006): Approve Applications from Local Educational Agencies.
Item 38: Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program, Senate Bill 472 (Chapter 524, Statutes of 2006): Appointment of New Members to Review Panel.

Item 39: Chief Business Officer Training Program--Approve Training Candidates.
Item 40:  Request to increase reimbursement rate for services provided by Budget Review Committee members.
Item 41: Assignment of Numbers for Charter School Petitions.

Item 42: Advisory Commission on Charter Schools: Appointment of Members.

Item 43: Child Nutrition Advisory Council: Appointment of Members.

                      
WAIVER REQUEST CONSENT MATTERS

President Mitchell called attention to the Waiver Consent Items. No public comment was offered.

ACTION: Member Jones moved to approve waiver consent item WC-1. Member Aschwanden seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion. 

Item WC-1: Request by Los Angeles Unified School District for Academia Semillas del Pueblo Charter School to waive California Code of Regulations Title 5, Section 11960(a), to allow charter school attendance to be calculated as if it were a regular multi-track school for the 2008-09 fiscal years only.

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

proposed WAIVER CONSENT MATTERS

ACTION: Member Fisher moved to approve these additional waiver consent matters: W-2 through W-6, W-8; W-10 through W-14; W-16; and W-17. Member Chan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion. 

Item W-2: Petition request under the authority of California Education Code sections 60421(d) and 60200(g) by Fresno County Office of Education to purchase specified non-adopted instructional materials for severely disabled students using Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program monies. 

(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Item W-3: Petition under the authority of California Education Code sections 60421(d) and 60200(g) by Santa Barbara County Office of Education to purchase specified non-adopted instructional materials for severely disabled children using Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program monies. 

(Recommended for APPROVAL)
Item W-4: Request by Carpinteria Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code section 60422(c)(1) through (3) to waive Education Code 60422(a), the “24 month rule,” for purchase of instructional materials after the adoption of a new list by the State Board of Education. Request is to delay the adoption of materials in mathematics (kindergarten through grade five only) for 12 additional months. 

(Recommended for APPROVAL)
Item W-5: Request by Julian Union Elementry School District under the authority of California Education Code section 60422(c)(1) through (3) to waive Education Code 60422(a), the “24 month rule”, for purchase of instructional materials after the adoption of a new list by the State Board of Education. Request is to delay the adoption of materials in Reading/Language Arts-English-Language Development (kindergarten through grade eight only) for 12 additional months.  

(Recommended for APPROVAL)
Item W-6: Request by Tustin Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code section 60422(c)(1) through (3) to waive Education Code section 60422(a), the “24 month rule”, for purchase of instructional materials after the adoption of a new list by the State Board of Education. Request is to delay the adoption of materials in Reading/Language Arts-English-Language Development (kindergarten through grade eight only) for 12 additional months. 

(Recommended for APPROVAL)
Item W-8: Request by Parlier Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code section 46206 to waive Education Code section 46201(b), the Longer Day Incentive Program audit penalty for offering less instructional time in the 2006-07 fiscal year than the state minimum set in 1982-83 at Benavidez Elementary School, for students in kindergarten (shortfall of 8,100 minutes). 
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)
Item W-10: Request by Happy Camp Unified Elementry School District to waive a portion of California Education Code section 35330(d) to authorize expenditure of school district funds for students to travel to Oregon, to experience the Ashland Shakespeare Festival, Museum of Natural Science, Rogue Valley Family Fun Center, Oregon Cove, and the Wild Cat Park.  

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)
Item W-11: Request by Yreka Union Elementary High School District to waive a portion of California Education Code section 35330 to authorize expenditure of school district funds for students to travel to Oregon to experience education events in Oregon. 

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)
Item W-12: Request by Beaumont Unified School District for a renewal to waive portions of California Education Code sections which are specific statutory provisions for the Sale and Lease of Surplus Property. Approval of the waiver would allow the district to sell two pieces of property using a broker and a “request for proposal” process, thereby maximizing the proceeds from the sale. The district properties for which the waiver is requested are the Oak Valley Property and the Pennsylvania Property, both located in the city of Beaumont. 

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)
Item W-13: Request by the governing boards of three San Joaquin Valley area school districts to waive portions of California Education Code section 5019, 5021, and 5030 and all of Section 5020, that require a district-wide election to establish new trustee areas. 
(Recommended for APPROVAL)
Item W-14: Request by Terra Bella Union Elementary School District under the authority of California Education Code section 52863 for renewal of a previous waiver of Education Code section 52852, allowing one schoolsite council to function for two schools: Terra Bella Elementary School and Carl F. Smith Middle School.
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)
Item W-16: Request by San Bernardino County Office of Education to waive California Code of Regulations Title 5, section 3051.16(b)(1), the requirement that educational interpreters for deaf and hard of hearing pupils must be certified as of July 1, 2008. Would allow Rosemarie Jacobs to continue to provide services to students until June 30, 2009, under a remediation plan to complete those minimum qualifications. 

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)
Item W-17: Request by two local educational agencies to waive the State Testing Apportionment Information Report deadline of December 31st in the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, section 11517.5(b)(1)(A) regarding the California English Language Development Test, or Title 5, section 1225(b)(2)(A) regarding the California High School Exit Examination, or Title 5, Section 862(c)(2)(A) regarding the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program. 

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)
END OF CONSENT CALENDAR     

Item 13:  Senate Bill 319 General-Purpose Funding Entitlements for Conversion Charter Schools in Unified School Districts: Approve Commencement of the Rulemaking Process to Add Provisions to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, section 11964.

Presenter: Carol Barkley, Director, Charter Schools Division, CDE presented on this item. 

Board members raised a number of issues concerning this item. Board Member Fisher and Member Williams acknowledged the need for charter petitioners to understand what their funding rate would be during the application process and an appeal process whereby petitioners could come before the board in cases where petitioners disagreed with their respective LEA’s funding formula. Member Chan indicated that she would like to see proposed regulatory language that ensured disclosure of the funding rate and that would also prescribe some of the elements that would be included in the funding determination. Counsel offered some suggestions and indicated that it would be possible to draft regulatory language to address concerns. Member Fisher suggested that staff look into legislative options. 
Counsel indicated that there were some legal concerns presented by the idea of an appeal. Members Aschwanden and Bloom suggested that there was a need for legislative clarification. 

Scott Hannan, Director, School Fiscal Services Division, CDE, responded to some of the board’s questions regarding school-site accounting and how it would relate to this proposal. 

Public Comment: Colin Miller, California Charter Schools Association, addressed the board to share his concerns regarding the ambiguity of the language in the statute and the lack of direction for school districts trying to create a funding structure for said charter schools. 

ACTION: Member Bloom moved to postpone action on this item until the March SBE meeting. 

Member Aschwanden seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 6-3 to approve the motion. 

*** ADJOURNMENT OF DAY’S SESSION ***

Thursday, January 8, 2009 - 8:00 A.M. Pacific Time

California Department of Education 

1430 N. Street, Room 1101

Sacramento, California 

Members Present

Ted Mitchell, President

Ruth Bloom, Vice President

Alan Bersin

James Aschwanden

Yvonne Chan

Gregory Jones 

David Lopez

Kenneth Noonan

Johnathan Williams

Members Absent

Don Fisher (present for closed session only)

Student Member, Vacant

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:05 A.M.

Closed Session: President Mitchell announced that the board would meet in closed session to discuss pending litigation. He convened in closed session at 8:07 a.m.

President Mitchell reconvened the regular meeting in open session at 9:35 a.m.

Report of Closed Session: Donna Neville, chief counsel, reported on action taken in closed session. In the matter of the California School Boards Association, et al. v. California State Board of Education, Sacramento Superior Court Case No. 34-2008-00016957, relating to the board’s most recently adopted regulations pertaining to Proposition 39, she reported that the board heard a status update. Ms. Neville stated that the SBE directed counsel to appropriately defend the matter and took no further action. Board counsel also reported that while in closed session the SBE received advice and counsel regarding the matter of the California School Boards Association and its Education Legal Alliance, et al. v. California State Board of Education, Sacramento County Superior Court Case No. 34-200800021188-CU-MC-GDS, relating to the Algebra I assessment. Counsel reported that the board took action in closed session, directing counsel to file a timely notice of appeal in this matter. Counsel reported that the SBE’s appeal would be confined exclusively to that portion of the court’s ruling regarding whether the board had the authority to make its July 9, 2008, decision related to the Algebra I assessment.

Salute to the Flag 

Member Greg Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item 1: STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES.

President Mitchell reopened Item 1. Member Bersin shared with the board the passing of Brian Bennett, a longtime advocate of education and specifically the charter schools movement. President Mitchell asked for a moment of silence in Mr. Bennett’s honor. 


President Mitchell then invited Robert Manwaring from Education Sector to lead the board in a discussion regarding growth models. President Mitchell noted that Mr. Manwaring had been a long-standing employee on education issues at the Legislative Analyst’s Office and a key analyst on education policy matters in general. Additionally, Mr. Manwaring served the Governor’s Committee on Education Excellence. Currently, he works for Education Sector, a think tank based in Washington D.C. that is trying to help move teacher quality, school choice, and undergraduate education options at the state level. 


Mr. Manwaring began the discussion by emphasizing that governance and accountability are interrelated. Secondly, he noted that the reauthorization of NCLB would not likely be taking place this year in light of the myriad policy issues the new administration would be addressing. He pointed out that California now has the opportunity to influence policy, as policymakers are currently soliciting suggestions to craft proposals. If California wants to exert this influence, the board, Superintendent, state Legislature and Governor need to be on the same page regarding the message. 

Mr. Manwaring spoke to his current research addressing growth models. The 11 states he has been monitoring appear to be employing three different types of growth models: growth to proficiency, transition tables, and regression-based. 

Following Mr. Manwaring’s presentation the board engaged in a lengthy dialogue. Member Williams wanted to learn more about how those states are providing assistance to schools and if any applicable information was documented for further review. Mr. Manwaring explained that data driven policies are uniformly helping these schools and suggested that the board review EdSource and Stanford policy papers. 

Member Chan inquired into scoring and comparison of schools and students, and what Mr. Manwaring would recommend for the state of California. Mr. Manwaring explained that he would recommend a growth model. He explained that California currently has a cohort model but not a growth model. 

Mr. Manwaring moved to the second part of his presentation related to high school reform. Mr. Manwaring explained that there is a need to look for more than basic skills, which is what we’re currently doing under NCLB. Mr. Manwaring explained that California should look toward measures that are proportionate to A-G coursework. Other issues he raised included accurately measuring alternative high schools achievement, incorporating career technical achievement into accountability measures, linking high school data to higher education and workforce data in order to improve accountability, and addressing distance learning in accountability.

President Mitchell thanked Mr. Manwaring for this timely discussion and noted that the board would be contacting him at a later date for a follow-up discussion. 

Public Comment: Public comment was received from Zella Knight, LAUSD, who reminded the board that California is a very powerful state when it comes to influencing public policy. She then reminded the board that parents were missing from this discussion. Walter Richardson, LAUSD, echoed Ms. Knight’s comments and asked that all stakeholders be invited to these type of policy discussions. 

Item 14:  2009 United States Senate Youth Presentation.

Presenter: Jack O’Connell, State Superintendent, presented on this item.

Superintendent O’Connell reminded board members that the United States Senate Youth Program is a 40-year-old program. Superintendent O’Connell then introduced the two selected delegates, Adam Scott Klein, a senior at Burlingame High School, Burlingame, and Amanda G. Swenson, a senior at San Ramon Valley High School, Danville. The two alternates are Jonathan Yichen Yang, a senior at Gretchen Whitney High School, Cerritos, and Monika Lee Robbins, a senior at Mira Loma High School, Sacramento. Superintendent O’Connell noted that the selected delegates will have the opportunity to meet senators, incoming cabinet staff and various members of the United States Supreme Court. Superintendent O’Connell, President Mitchell, and board members then formally congratulated the selected delegates and alternates. 

No action was taken on this item.

Item 15: Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of No Child Left Behind and Other Federal Programs.
Presenter: Fred Balcom, Director, Accountability and Improvement Division, CDE, presented on this item.

Mr. Balcom noted that the Tydings Amendment waiver request had already been discussed with education coalition members but that the United States Department of Education (ED) required a formal opportunity in which the public could comment on a request to waive the Tydings Amendment before discussions would move further between the CDE and ED. Most recent calculations indicate that approximately $12.5 million of the Section 1003(a) school improvement funds remained unobligated by the September 30 Tydings deadline and are in danger of reverting to the federal government.

 

Mr. Balcom also noted that the School Improvement Grant (SIG), a federal grant of approximately $70 million, was also held up awaiting legislative approval. CDE brought forward a plan for the funds to be subgranted on a competitive basis in order to address the needs of schools in Year 5 and beyond of Program Improvement, but the legislature has not yet granted the necessary spending authority.

Public Comment: Public comment was received from Larry Carlin, CTA, and Doug McRae, education consultant. 

ACTION: Member Noonan moved to approve the request that the United States Department of Education waive Section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA), also known as the Tydings Amendment, which governs the availability of fiscal year (FY) 2006 Title I, Part A Grants to local educational agencies (LEAs) funds for obligation. Subject to final federal approval, the period to obligate approximately $20 million in FY 2006 Title I, Part A funds reserved for Section 1003(a) school improvement activities, which expired on September 30, 2008, would be extended to September 30, 2009.

Member Lopez seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion. 
Item 16: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Recommendations Related to California’s Assignment of Sanctions and Associated Technical Assistance for 44 2007 Local Educational Agencies in Program Improvement Corrective Action.

Presenter: Fred Balcom, Director, Accountability and Improvement Division, CDE, presented on this item.

In response to the board’s request, three districts in Year 3 of Program Improvement, brought a team of representatives to report on their work to implement Corrective Action 6, including work with a DAIT if so required.

The first was a team from Keppel Union Elementary School District. Dr. Linda Wagner and parent Gina Marie MacFarlane were accompanied by their DAIT co-leads, Dr. Julie Quinn and Diane Wetzel, from the Los Angeles County Office of Education. Keppel is in the intensive intervention category.

Dr. Wagner indicated the work has been difficult, but that the change has been truly transitional and deep, even if not always comfortable. While it is too early to determine if it has affected student achievement, it is very evident that it has changed instruction. 

Dr. Quinn shared the commitment of the DAIT team to frequency, intensity and duration. Their presence in the district is frequent and on-going. They believe it is critical to be in the classroom and see what students do, then look at the system to see where support breaks down, looking intensely at what is being done for low-performing subgroups. Member Noonan asked about district capacity to deliver the services required. Dr. Quinn responded that their team includes experienced leaders who understand the district systems that must be in place. The question they address, however, is not necessarily does the district have the capacity currently, but do they have the potential.

Further discussions among the board members and the Keppel team were centered around assessment tools, a way to examine district culture, professional development, benchmarks for progress, and how the process can be improved.

The next team to share was from San Bernardino City Unified, a district in the moderate intervention category, and included Dr. Arturo Delgado, Superintendent; Dr. Judy White, Deputy Superintendent; Assistant Superintendent Paul Shirk; and parent Linda Rice. They were accompanied by DAIT lead Bill Spalding from Total Solutions.

Dr. Delgado admitted they did not like having to re-write documents such as their LEA Plan, but expressed a commitment to using the opportunity to document what they support and act on, giving them the direction they need to go. He indicated the expertise of the DAIT team has helped to improve communication and reorganize in such a way as to help focus on the classroom. With DAIT assistance they have created a system of classroom walkthroughs to make sure there is consistent program fidelity and rigor. He indicated that the DAIT has been very effective at coming alongside and helping the district to be effective at retaining what’s good and getting rid of what’s not.

Linda Rice talked about the opportunities for parents to provide input.

Board members questioned Mr. Spalding about capacity of the district to implement the recommended changes.  Mr. Spalding indicated that he felt it was the DAIT’s responsibility to make sure the district understood not only what was needed to change, but how to follow through to ensure that promising practices identified were actually being implemented.

The third presentation was from a team from Vacaville Unified, a district in the light intervention category that was not specifically assigned to work with a DAIT team. The team members were Peggy Alexander, Assistant Superintendent for Academic Advancement; parent Graciella Vargas; Mark Frazier, Director of Special Assignments; Denise Fracchia and Jane Luick from the English Learner department; and Rob Phillips, Associate Superintendent of Solano County Office of Education. 

Ms. Alexander indicated that they were identified in late 2005 as a Program Improvement district based the first year on participation rate, then on percent proficient. Even though they are not required to work with a DAIT, they have continued to work with the district assistance team from Solano County Office of Education, the external entity Vacaville started with that first year of PI. She talked about some of the struggles they’ve had but noted they are encouraged as they are beginning to see success in the increased numbers of students performing at the proficient level.

Ms. Vargas, with students in the elementary, middle, and high schools, indicated that their district’s English Language Advisory Committee had grown and become more active over the past few years. Parents are given more information on the budget, CELDT, etc., and parents are in turn giving Spanish lessons to teachers and helping to inform them of their culture.

Mr. Phillips indicated that he felt their job as an assistance provider was not about compliance, but about collaboration, another set of eyes to make sure systems are in place to do the job. Tools used are a starting point, but the true strength of the tools is in the discussions that take place because of the information received from their use. When asked what the DAITs need, his reply was more time, more data, and the resources necessary to stay the course.

Member Chan was joined by other members in indicating that the presentations had been very enlightening. Member Bersin requested that teams from districts that are struggling with this process be invited to present at a future meeting,
Nancy Brownell, Director, District Intervention and Capacity Building Project at the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association, then shared the Interim Findings for the Evaluation Study of California’s District Intervention and Capacity Building Initiative from SRI International.

ACTION: Member Williams moved to recommend no additional corrective action at this time for 44 local educational agencies that advanced to Program Improvement Year 3 status in August 2007. Member Bersin seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion. 

Item 17: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Amended Rubric for Evaluation of Revised Local Educational Agency Plans for 50 Local Educational Agencies in Program Improvement Corrective Action.

Presenter: Fred Balcom, Director, Accountability and Improvement Division, CDE, presented on this item.

Public Comment: Public comment was not offered on this item.
ACTION: Member Bloom moved to adopt the amended rubric for the evaluation of Local Educational Agency (LEA) Plan revisions submitted by 50 LEAs advancing to Program Improvement (PI) Corrective Action in September 2008. Member Noonan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion. 

     NON-CONSENT WAIVERS 
Item W-1: Request by Alpaugh Unified School District for a waiver of a portion of California Code of Regulations, Title 5, section 1032(d)(1) & (6), related to the Academic Performance Index, to allow Alpaugh Elementary School to be given a valid score for the 2008 year despite "adult testing irregularities," affecting 14 percent of the students (English/language arts and mathematics for 18 second grade students). 

(Recommended for DENIAL)

Presenter: Judy Pinegar, Education Administrator I, Waiver Office, CDE presented this item.

Public Comment: Public comment was received from Al Sandrini, representing the Small School Districts’ Association, who spoke in support of the waiver and requested that the board develop criteria for small schools that face similar circumstances. Sherry Griffith, ACSA, also spoke in favor of granting the waiver. 

Rachel Perry, Director, Policy and Evaluation Division, CDE, spoke to the board regarding the reliability of the API in question. Robert Hudson, Superintendent, Alpaugh Unified School District, and district staff spoke in support of the waiver for the school district. The board engaged in a discussion regarding past precedent, current regulations and rationale for including a five-percent ratio as the appropriate cut-off point. Deputy Superintendent Gavin Payne spoke on the rationale behind the rules at hand. Member Bloom requested that Al Sandrini, representing the Small School Districts’ Association, work with CDE staff to review and develop a better policy to address these concerns.   

ACTION: Member Bersin moved to support the staff recommendation to deny the waiver. Member Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 2-6 to approve the motion, and the motion failed. (Member Mitchell was not present for the vote.)

ACTION: Member Lopez moved to approve the waiver, thereby giving the district a valid API for Alpaugh Elementary School. Member Chan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 8-0 to approve the motion. (Member Mitchell was not present for the vote.)

Item 44: State Performance Plan and Annual Performance Report for Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act for Program Year 2007-08.

Presenter: Mary Hudler, Director, Special Education Division, CDE, presented on this item.

Public Comment: Public comment was not offered on this item.
Member Chan thanked Ms. Hudler for her presentation and stressed to fellow board members the importance of the item presented. Additionally, Member Chan inquired into issues of compliance and the disproportionate representation of students receiving special education services. Member Bersin echoed Member Chan’s concerns regarding the disproportionate representation and asked that the board engage in a larger discussion as it relates to the overall achievement gap. Ms. Hudler informed the board that her division would provide a Web page in early February 2009, which will include available trainings and resources. Deputy Superintendent Anthony Monreal, Curriculum & Instruction Branch, CDE, proposed to the board that a Response to Intervention (RTI) presentation be given in the coming months. 

ACTION: Member Noonan moved to approve the State Performance Plan (SPP) and Annual Performance Report (APR) for Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for 2007-08. Member Lopez seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 9-0 to approve the motion. (President Mitchell was not present when the roll call was taken but he recorded his vote upon returning to the meeting.) 
Item 18: Quality Education Investment Act: Approve commencement of the Rulemaking Process for Amendments of the California Code of Regulation, Title 5, Sections 1000-1000.7
This item was pulled from the agenda.
Item 19: Charter School: Approval of Funding Rates for Non-classroom-based Charter Schools.

Presenter: Carol Barkley, Director, Charter Schools Division, CDE presented on this item. 

Public Comment: Public comment was not offered on this item.  

ACTION: Member Williams moved to approve the funding rates for nonclassroom-based instruction in charter schools as listed in Attachment 1 of the published agenda item. Member Chan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 8-0 to approve the motion. (Member Mitchell was not present for the vote.)
Item 26: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Supplemental Educational Services Providers: Removal from the 2006-2008 and 2007-2009 approved lists for failure to submit the 2007-08 Supplemental Educational Services Accountability Report.
Presenter: Fred Balcom, Director, Accountability and Improvement Division, CDE presented on this item.

Member Bloom noted for the record that while she had originally asked to pull this item, her questions had been answered by staff.

Public Comment: Sherry Griffith with ACSA offered public comment on this item. 
ACTION: Member Chan moved to remove 35 Supplemental Educational Services providers from the approved 2006-2008 and 2007-2009 lists who have failed to submit the required 2007-08 SES Accountability Report, pursuant to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5  Section 13075.3 (Attachment 1 of the published agenda item). Member Noonan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 8-0 to approve the motion. (Member Mitchell was not present for the vote.)

Item 27: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Approve Supplemental Educational Services Providers for 2009-2011.

Presenter: Fred Balcom, Director, Accountability and Improvement Division, CDE presented on this item.

Member Chan indicated her concerns had been answered by staff.

Public Comment: Public comment was not offered on this item. 

ACTION: Member Chan moved to approve 142 Supplemental Educational Services providers from the 2009 Request for Applications review process for a two-year period (July 2009 through June 2011). Member Aschwanden seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 8-0 to approve the motion. (Member Mitchell was not present for the vote.)

Item W-9: Request by Merced County Office of Education for a waiver of California Education Code sections 45122.1 and 45123 in order for youth offenders to receive job training through paid work experience and employment by Merced County Office of Education while they are a participant in the Empower Program and/or the Governor’s California Gang Reduction, Intervention and Prevention Program. 
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Presenter: Judy Pinegar, Education Administrator I, Waiver Office, CDE presented this item. 

Public comment: Larry Carlin, CTA, stated that he was concerned about staff safety.  

Board Member Noonan asked the school district representative to speak to the issue of safety expressed by Mr. Carlin. Eva Chavez, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources, Merced County Office of Education, responded that the waiver was being requested to place the students on payroll. According to Ms. Chavez the students are already being served by district employees and are currently receiving services which include tutoring, vocational training, and study skills. The waiver is strictly to allow the district to place them on the payroll to treat them like an employee even though the district categorizes them as student helpers. Ms. Chavez pointed out the problem is that the California Education Code prohibits hiring individuals with this type of background. She emphasized that the students are already being served. Whether the waiver is approved or not, the students will continue to be served. 

Member Bersin noted for the record that while he took Mr. Carlin’s comments into strong consideration, a variety of law enforcement agencies wrote in support of this waiver. 

ACTION: Member Noonan moved to approve staff recommendation. Member Chan seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 8-0 to approve the motion. (Member Mitchell was not present for the vote.) 

Approval of Minutes:  Member Bersin moved to approve the minutes of the November 2008 meeting. Member Lopez seconded the motion. The board voted, by show of hands, 9-0 to approve the motion. 

Item W-19: Request by Los Angeles Unified School District to waive California Education Code Section 52055.750(a)(9) regarding class size reduction requirements under the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA), in order to allow funds from seven Quality Education Investment Act schools to follow identified students who will be transferring to nine newly constructed schools to ensure they will not lose the benefits of the Quality Education Investment Act program. 

(Recommended for DENIAL)

Presenter: Judy Pinegar, Education Administrator I, Waiver Office, CDE presented this item. 

Speaking in support of the proposed waiver, Jim Morris, Chief of Staff, Los Angeles Unified School District, presented the school district’s rationale for the waiver request. Gregory Solkovits, Secondary Vice President of United Teachers of Los Angeles (UTLA), was the next speaker. He indicated that UTLA was strongly supportive of the waiver. Donnalyn Jaque-Antón, Los Angeles Unified School District, spoke to the issue of the costs associated with the waiver request proposal, explaining that the proposal would be cost neutral. Richard Alonzo, Local District Four Superintendent, Los Angeles Unified School District, spoke to the fact that he is responsible for eight QEIA schools in the district. 

Public Comment: Public comment in support of the waiver was received from Walter Richardson and Zella Knight, both representing LAUSD. 

Board members then engaged in a discussion as to the interpretation of the use of the funds in question. Member Chan voiced her concern about where the money would be directed if the waiver was not ultimately approved. Member Bersin spoke to the issue of understanding the exact purpose in which to use the assigned monies. President Mitchell reviewed with board members the process for how the money would be redirected in the event that the board decided to vote against the waiver.  

ACTION: Member Bloom moved to approve staff recommendation. Member Williams seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 5-3 to approve the motion. The motion failed. (Member Noonan was not present for the vote.) 

ACTION: Member Chan moved to approve the motion with the district’s proposed conditions. Member Jones seconded the motion. The board voted, by roll call, 3-3 and 2 abstentions. The motion failed. (Member Noonan was not present for the vote.)

President Mitchell closed the discussion when the board no longer had a quorum. 
Item 20: National Assessment of Educational Progress Program Update.
This item was not heard.
Item 21: Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Program Update, Including, but not Limited to, Performance Standard Setting for the Standards-based Tests in Spanish, Ordering and Pre-Identification Workshops, Pre-Test Workshops, and Longitudinal Growth Measures Focus Groups Meeting.

This item was not heard.
Item 22: California High School Exit Examination: Program Update, Including, but not Limited to, July 2008 and October 2008 Administrations, and 2008 Waiver Data Collection.
This item was not heard.
Item 23: California English Language Development Test: Program Update, Including, but Not Limited to, Early Literacy Assessment in Kindergarten and Grade One and Request for Proposals for the 2009-2012 Contract.

This item was not heard.
Item 24: State Board of Education – Approved Charter Schools: Update.

This item was not heard.
Item W-7: Request by North Monterey County Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code Section 60422(c)(1) through (3) to waive Education Code 60422(a), the “24 month rule,” for purchase of instructional materials after the adoption of a new list by the State Board of Education. Request is to delay the adoption of materials in Reading/Language Arts-English-Language Development (kindergarten through grade eight only) for 12 additional months.

(Recommended for Denial)

This item was withdrawn at the request of the district.

Item W-15: Request by Santa Ana Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code Section 52863 for a waiver of Education Code 52852, allowing one joint schoolsite council to function for two schools; George Washington Carver Elementary and Lydia Romero-Cruz Elementary Schools. 

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

This item was withdrawn at the request of the district.
Item W-18: Request by Spencer Valley Elementary School District for California Virtual Academy, San Diego to waive California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 11963.4(a)(3), related to the percentage of expenditures which must be spent on certificated costs in order to maintain full apportionment at a non classroom based charter. Request is for a reduction from 40 percent certificated costs to 35 percent for a virtual charter. 

(Recommended for DENIAL)

This item was withdrawn at the request of the district.

***ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING***
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