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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

April 2005 SPECIAL SESSION AGENDA



	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Request for Submission (RFS) for the primary language achievement tests
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The California Department of Education (CDE) recommendation will be provided in a Last Minute Memorandum.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	At the March State Board of Education (SBE) meeting, the background and the key concepts of the RFS were discussed. The SBE requested that the full RFS be brought back for approval at a special meeting. 

One of the options to be considered is a separate RFS for the designated primary language test (DPLT) and incorporating the initial development and field-testing of the grade 2 standards-based test in Spanish (STS) into the current contractor’s 2006 STAR Program scope of work.

Students who are of limited English proficiency and have been enrolled less than 12 months in a California public school are required to take an achievement test (the DPLT) in their primary languages if tests are available.

California Education Code Section 60640(f)(3) requires the CDE to develop and adopt a STS for reading/language arts and mathematics.  Once the STS is available for a specific grade level, it will replace the DPLT for that grade level.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	The current contract for the DPLT ends with the spring 2005 administration. A new contractor must be selected in enough time to prepare for the spring 2006 administration.  

ACTIVITY

Draft TIMELINE

RFS Released

April 5, 2005

Submissions Due

May 18, 2005 on or before 2:00 p.m. PDT   

Submission Review

May 23-June 3, 2005

SSPI Recommendation to SBE

June 2005

SBE Designation of Contractor

July 7, 2005

Contract Start Date

July 2005 (contingent upon SBE approval)

Timeline and Future SBE Actions
Future discussions and policy decisions coming to the SBE for approval will include:

· Designation of the contractor in July

· Approval of the final contract and scope of work in September or November

· Approval of STS blueprints for mathematics and reading/language arts – ongoing as grade levels are developed

· Approval of STS performance standards after first full administration




	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	All costs associated with the RFS are provided for in the proposed 2005-06 budget bill.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	A last minute memorandum will be posted at http://www.cde.ca.gov by April 1, 2005.
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