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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California English Language Development Test (CELDT): Program Update including, but not limited to, Kindergarten to Grade 1 (K-1) Early Literacy Assessment and CELDT 2008-09 Trainings for District Coordinators

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


CDE has presented information to the SBE on the K-1 Early Literacy Assessment as listed below. 
· In May 2008, CDE provided additional information at the SBE meeting regarding K-1 Early Literacy Assessment. It was noted that WestEd will develop sufficient test questions for two field-test forms, conduct content and bias and sensitivity reviews, and submit camera-ready test questions. The next CELDT contract will include field testing the test questions developed by WestEd, performing a standard setting to establish performance level cut scores for K-1, and placing the K-1 reading and writing on the common scale established in 2006. 
· In November 2007, the SBE received a report on the status of the K-1 Early Literacy Assessment.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


K-1 Early Literacy Assessment
In August 2007, Senate Bill 80 (Chapter 174, Statutes of 2007) amended Education Code Section 60810 to authorize early literacy assessment of English learners (ELs) in K-1. CDE has contracted with WestEd to conduct the initial item development work for this new assessment.
WestEd must ensure that California’s children of all language backgrounds will be tested with test questions that are aligned to English Language Development (ELD) standards approved by the SBE in 1999. To begin this development effort, WestEd 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


convened a panel of English Language Proficiency (ELP) experts, early literacy experts, and experts in early child development/curriculum on May 28, 2008, to provide critical
guidance to the development of the CELDT K–1 Reading and Writing test questions. WestEd is incorporating the guidance from the panel in its item development to ensure the appropriateness of this assessment for this population of students.
Pre-Administration Trainings for District Coordinators for 2008-2009 

CTB/McGraw-Hill, the current CELDT contractor, has successfully conducted 17 workshops offered throughout the state to prepare CELDT District Coordinators (CDC) to administer and reliably score the CELDT. The mandatory Pre-Administration Train the Trainers Workshops for the 2008-09 Edition of the CELDT are provided to individuals who will be trainers of test examiners during the 2008-09 school year. The participants learned about scoring rubrics and item types, received an update on the 2008-09 Edition of the CELDT, and practiced scoring. Accurate and reliable scoring is essential to obtain valid CELDT results. The initial workshops began on April 29 and concluded on June 5, 2008. Five make-up workshops will be provided in August. 

The new online WebEx training called CELDT 101: General Test Administration Training for District and Site Coordinators was successfully presented on May 30, 2008, with one more to follow on August 4, 2008. This training is not mandatory; however it provides an in-depth orientation for new CELDT District Coordinators and serves as a refresher and update for returning CELDT District Coordinators. 
The CELDT 101 training will be archived on the Internet for access during the 2008-09 school year. You can access this presentation on the CTB McGraw- Hill Web site at http://www.ctb.com/08-09celdt.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the current CELDT administration are included in the current CELDT contract ($10 million in 2007-08). 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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