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	SUBJECT

Petition for Approval of Additional Sites Under the Aspire Public Schools Statewide Benefit Charter.
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	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends the State Board of Education (SBE) deny the 2009-10 expansion of Aspire Public Schools (APS) statewide benefit charter in Sacramento and Huntington Park. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At its January 2007 meeting, the SBE approved APS to operate a statewide benefit charter serving kindergarten through grade eight. In September 2008, APS opened its 

first two schools in Stockton and Huntington Park. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the CDE/SBE and APS requires that the first two schools opened under the statewide benefit charter must achieve an Academic Performance Index (API) statewide ranking of at least six and a similar schools ranking of at least seven before expansion can take place. Although the Stockton school did achieve this benchmark by receiving an API statewide ranking of 6 and a similar schools ranking of 10. The Huntington Park school did not. It received a similar schools ranking of 10 and a statewide ranking of 5.

The CDE is recommending denial because the Huntington Park school did not meet one of the criteria specified in the MOU for the expansion of its statewide benefit charter.

At its June 17, 2009, meeting, the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools voted five to two to recommend that the SBE approve the expansion of the statewide benefit charter for the following two reasons: 

· Both existing APS statewide benefit schools have a similar schools ranking of ten.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· The data presented by APS showed that APS students are outperforming students who attend surrounding schools.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of the additional APS statewide benefit charter sites would redirect funds to these schools from other public schools. State costs overall would be essentially the same.

	ATTACHMENT


Attachment 1: State Board of Education Conditions on Opening and Operation (1 Page)

State Board of Education Conditions on Opening and Operation

· Facilities Agreements. Not later than TBD, present written agreements (e.g., a lease or similar document) indicating the school’s right to use the principal school sites and any ancillary facilities identified by the petitioners for at least the first year of each school’s operation and evidence that the facilities will be adequate for the school’s needs. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Director of the School Facilities Planning Division.

· Zoning and Occupancy. Not less than 30 days prior to the school’s opening, present evidence that each school’s facility is located in an area properly zoned for operation of a school and has been cleared for student occupancy by all appropriate local authorities. For good cause, the Executive Director of the SBE may reduce this requirement to fewer than 30 days, but may not reduce the requirement to fewer than 10 days. Satisfaction of this condition should be determined by the Executive Director of the SBE based primarily on the advice of the Director of the School Facilities Planning Division.

· Legal Issues. In the final charter, resolve any legal issues that may be identified by the SBE’s Chief Counsel or the CDE’s General Counsel.

· Operational Date. If any deadline specified in these conditions is not met, approval of the charter is terminated, unless the SBE deletes or extends the deadline not met. If the schools do not open between July 1 and            September 30, 2009, approval of the charter is terminated.


