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IMFRP-1 (Rev. 03-12-08)  http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/

 “24 Month” Rule
Send Original plus one copy to:

Waiver Office, California Department of Education 

Faxed originals will not be accepted!
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	CD CODE
	

	3
	3
	6
	7
	0
	5
	8

	Local educational agency:

 DESERT SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT      
	Phone contact and recipient of approval/denial notice:

KATHLEEN FELCI  


	Contact person’s e-mail address:

kathleen.felci@dsusd.us

	Address:                                          (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

47-950 Dune Palms Rd              LA QUINTA                              CA                     92253
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

(760 ) 771-8601 

Fax number: (760 ) 771- 8608

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From:  8/31/2010            To:  8/31/2011

	Local board approval date: (Required)

2/10/2009
	Date of Public Hearing: (Required)

2/10/2009

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Authority for the waiver:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific code section:  EC 60422(c)(1) through (3)
Section 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

(1) The school district has implemented a well designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

(2) The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

(3) The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional

materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but the plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.



	2. Education Code Section to be waived:  EC 60422(a) “24 month” rule for IMFRP adoptions

Curriculum Area: English Language Arts  Grade Levels: Kindergarten – 12   Alternative Date for Compliance:  8/31/2011


	3. Collective bargaining unit information.  
       Does the district have any employee bargaining units?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  ( Yes     If yes, please complete required information 

       below:

      Bargaining units) consulted on date(s):  01/30/2009      

      Name of bargaining unit and name of representative(s) consulted: 

      DSTA – Tom Burbank, President
      CSEA – Rosemary Mindiola, President
      The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral   FORMCHECKBOX 
   Support   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oppose (Please specify why)

      Comments (if appropriate):  DSTA recognizes the districts responsibility to make the decision to request the waiver, while also recognizing its obligation to support members in their effort to provide students with a high quality education. CSEA recognizes Calif. Is in the middle of a world-wide economic down turn. We support this waiver for many reasons, most importantly that is shows for thought in preparing for further budget cuts. 
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	4. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived.  

EC 60422. (a) A local governing board shall use funding received pursuant to this chapter to ensure that each pupil is provided with a standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials, as adopted by the State Board of Education subsequent to the adoption of content standards pursuant to Section 60605 for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, or as adopted by the local governing board pursuant to Sections 60400 and 60411, for grades 9 to 12, inclusive. Pupils shall be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board of Education.


	5. Desired outcome/rationale. Give a general description of what adoption you want to postpone and the reason:

The Desert Sands Unified School District is requesting a waiver to postpone adoption and purchase of the English Language Arts adoption, pursuant to the “24 Month” Rule established in Ed. Code 60422(a), would otherwise be required to be purchased by the district no later than 2009-2010 academic school year.  Desert Sands Unified School District is requesting a waiver to allow a one year delay in the deadline for an alternative purchase date of no later than the start of the 2011-2012 academic year.

The rationale supporting this request to the State Board of Education are as follows:

· Extended time is needed to complete the English Language Arts adoption and to fully implement the multiple types of instructional materials programs.
· More time is needed for professional development since the critical nature of the English Language Arts adoption requires time to fully train teachers on the various of types of English Language Arts programs: (Basic, ELD and Interventions) prior to implementation.

· Current materials in use are effective and standards aligned. 

Our district is currently using textbooks and materials from the adoption list of 2002.  The texts we are using for 
K-5 are the 2002 Houghton Mifflin Reading program or the 2002 Open Court Reading program.  Grades 6-8 are using the 2003 Holt Literature and Language Arts program.  Grades 9-12 are using the district approved 2002 Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes.

· The instructional plan for the district includes an alternative date for the English Language Arts adoption,

      Grades 6 – 8 (2010 – 2011), Kindergarten – Fifth Grade and Grades 9 – 12 (2011 – 2012), which will

      provide additional time for teachers to implement the new curriculum with fidelity.

· The cost of the English Language Arts adoption exceeded the amount of IMFRP available for the purchase resulting in the inevitable encroachment on the next years’ funds to purchase English Language Arts materials.

Also complete Attachment A 
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	Is this waiver associated with an “apportionment related" audit penalty? (per EC 41344)   (  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

 (If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding) 

Has there been a Coordinated Compliance Review finding on this issue?    (  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CCR finding)                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.


	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:

      Kathleen Felci   
	Title:

Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services
	Date:

January 30, 2009

	Signature of SELPA Director (only if a Special Education Waiver)

      N/A
	Date:

     

	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:

> 
	Date:
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Attachment A: Desired Outcome/Rationale for Waiver

I. Responses to the Statutory Criteria for Waiver Approval:

EC 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

1. The school district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

Our district is currently using textbooks and materials from the adoption list of 2002.  The texts we are using for K-5 are the 2002 Houghton Mifflin Reading program or the 2002 Open Court Reading program.  Grades 6-8 are using the 2003 Holt Literature and Language Arts program.  Grades 9-12 are using the district approved 2002 Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes.
2. The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

The Desert Sands Unified School District has sufficient English Language Arts textbooks and instructional materials as verified by the Certification of Provision of Standards-Aligned Instructional Materials approved by the Board of Education on October 21, 2008.  (See Attachment)
3. The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.)

The plan for adoption of the English Language Arts program for Desert Sands Unified School District is as follows:



2010-2011
6-8

$735,544.00



2011-2012
9-12

$1,051,829.00



2011-2012
K-5

$1,365,898.00

II. Assessment Information: STAR and local assessments in the particular subject matter 

At grades 2 – 11 on the 2008 STAR administration in English language arts, 46% of the students scored at or above the proficient performance level.   On the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) census administration to all grade 10 students in the spring of 2008, 83% of the first-time test takers passed the English language arts section of the exam.  In demonstrating mastery of grade level standards, the performance of students within Desert Sands Unified School District exceeded both State and Riverside County averages.  (See Attachment)
III Summary Rationale: Request for an Alternative Date of Compliance for EC 60422(a)

The required English Language Arts adoption deadline immediately follows the deadline for the purchase of the new math adoption and will overlap one year during 2010-2011.  The proximity of the English Language Arts adoption following the very expensive math adoption means that the district will not have the opportunity to save carryover dollars and build up funds in our IMFRP account that would be sufficient to cover the cost of the English Language Arts adoption.  We are requesting an additional year of funding in the IMFRP account and as a result would be reducing the possibility of cutting more significantly into other essential educational services if we were to cover the cost of the English Language Arts textbooks within the 24 month waiver.
The State reimbursement for training teachers in new adoptions is supposed to be provided by the State.  Districts must front the costs initially using local resources.  Due to the State fiscal crisis and deferrals, local cash resources are depleting, limiting the ability to upfront the costs.  In addition, the State funding for professional development for math is under consideration for elimination thus making reimbursement back to districts a risky decision.
