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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
july 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Potter Valley Community Unified School District which is moving to a 4-day school week as allowed by California Education Code Section 37710.5, to waive Education Code Section 48663(a), regarding community day school classroom instructional minutes, district wishes to offer 390 minutes of instruction on Monday through Thursday and 240 minutes on Friday, so that students can participate in an activity program with regular student body in order to help them transition back to a regular school program.
Waiver Number: 46-3-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That the Potter Valley Community Day School (CDS): 1) shall have a minimum instructional day of 390 minutes on Monday through Thursday  and 240 minutes on Friday in order to be eligible to receive daily base revenue funding for those days; 2) In order to be considered for renewal of this waiver, the district shall be required to present data based on clock-hour attendance indicating the amount of time students attended each day; and 3) The district shall also be required to report on the participation of CDS students in the Friday afternoon enrichment program.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


There has been only one previous request for the State Board of Education (SBE) to waive minimum day requirements for CDSs, however that was a different situation than this request.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


While Assembly Bill 1889, Chapter 661, Statues of 2008, authorized the Potter Valley Community USD to operate one or more schools on a four-day school week, the district has instead opted to continue to operate its CDS on a five-day, Monday through Friday schedule, however one of the days would not meet the statutory minimum without this waiver. 
The district, which is located in a remote rural area, is also attempting to provide greater access to its students to participate in optional enrichment activities through a 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


partnership with the Potter Valley Youth and Community Center. These activities, to be provided each Friday, will include programs in the arts, sciences, Spanish language and vocational offerings. The district believes that participation in these enrichment 
programs would encourage CDS students to remain in school and also better prepare them for transition back to the traditional school program. However, the standard 360 minute instructional day for CDSs would not allow time for CDS students to also participate in the enrichment program.
In order to provide CDS students access to the enrichment program, the district is requesting this conditional waiver of the statutory 360 minute minimum instructional day, so that the minimum day would be set at only 240 minutes on Fridays. The CDS students would then be able to participate in the enrichment program following the abbreviated CDS day. In order to ensure that CDS students still receive the same weekly total of instructional minutes as provided under the statutory daily standard, the district has stated that the minimum CDS instructional day for Monday through Thursday would be increased to 390 minutes.
As a further condition of this waiver, the district has agreed to continue to keep
clock-hour attendance for the CDS and will analyze this data and report at the end of the year to determine how this schedule has impacted actual student attendance. They will analyze this new attendance data in comparison to attendance data from prior years. Additionally, they will report on CDS student attendance and involvement in the optional enrichment program on Fridays.

The district spent three years researching this plan which was developed through a series of meetings involving students, parents and staff members. Community surveys and meetings were also conducted to determine the level of support for this restructuring. The local board voted unanimously to support this waiver request. The bargaining units and Site Council are also in support.
The department recommends approval with conditions cited above.

Demographic Information: The Potter Valley Community USD directly serves approximately 260 students in all programs. The district is located in a remote rural setting in Mendocino County.
Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050

Period of request: August 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010
Local board approval date(s): 3/11/09
Public hearing held on date(s): 3/11/09
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 3/2/09 and 3/9/09
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Jean Masson, Potter Valley 
Teacher’s Association; Sam Phillips, Potter Valley Classified Employees Association 
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):  
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Site Council   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 2/4/09
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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