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Delta View Update Regarding General Waiver : May 27, 2009

With concerns expressed about the general waiver to consider lapsation by two members of the Delta View community the Superintendent requested the application be withdrawn from the May State Board of Education agenda with the intent to complete a more comprehensive notification process regarding the SSC meeting, the Board meeting and the public hearing.

The Superintendent scheduled a second public hearing to consider the general waiver request during the school district board meeting on May 13, 2009.  The public hearing notice was mailed to the household of every registered voter within the district on May 1, 2009.  It was also sent home to every household with students at about the same time.   The public hearing notice was also posted in the newspaper beginning May 3, 2009 and running for seven consecutive days.  All of these notices were distributed in English and Spanish.  At the public hearing there were comments from four individuals.  Three were parents who live outside the district and have children attending under the charter.   They were concerned that their children may not be allowed to attend the district during the upcoming school year due to the charter status.   The fourth was a member of Assemblyman Danny Gilmore’s staff (30th Assembly District) offering the board Assemblyman Gilmore’s support on their decision.  The Board voted 4–0 to apply for the general waiver to allow lapsation, with one board member being absent.
Additionally, the superintendent scheduled two School Site Council meetings.  Notice for both meetings was sent to parents in English and Spanish.  The first meeting, held on May 5, 2009 was the SSC organizational meeting and included comments from the superintendent regarding the general waiver request and the intent to ask the SSC to vote on it at the May 12 meeting.  It also indicated the SSC would conduct a “town hall” meeting to ask for public input prior to voting.  There did not appear to be a quorum at the SSC meeting, but those present did conduct the public input or “town hall” meeting.  All the concerns expressed by participants at the meeting centered on the loss of the district charter.  Another SSC meeting was scheduled for May 26, 2009 and notices were sent home in English and Spanish on May 21, 2009.  The School Site Council voted 5 to 2 to support the waiver request to the SBE.  The two opposing SSC votes came from a classified employee and a parent member whose child attends under the charter.  There were a few people in the audience and the only public comment came from a parent concerned with the charter status of the district.
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