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SPECIFIC WAIVER REQUEST – Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program (IMFRP)                                                                                     
IMFRP-1 (Rev. 03-12-08)  http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/

 “24 Month” Rule
Page 1 of 3
Send Original plus one copy to:

Waiver Office, California Department of Education 

Faxed originals will not be accepted!
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	CD CODE
	

	3
	0
	6
	6
	4
	5
	6

	Local educational agency:

 Buena Park School District      


	Phone contact and recipient of approval/denial notice:

Dr. Bonnie Bell
	Contact person’s e-mail address:

bbell@bpsd.k12.ca.us

	Address:                                          (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

6885 Orangethorpe Ave.                 Buena Park                      CA                90620-1398
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

(714 ) 736-4243 

Fax number: (714 ) 522 - 6946

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From: September 1, 2009  July 1, 2009                To:     August 31, 2011    June 20, 2011

	Local board approval date: (Required)

February 23, 2009
	Date of Public Hearing: (Required)

February 23, 2009

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Authority for the waiver:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific code section:  EC 60422(c)(1) through (3)
Section 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

(1) The school district has implemented a well designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

(2) The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

(3) The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional
materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but the plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.


	2. Education Code Section to be waived:  EC 60422(a) “24 month” rule for IMFRP adoptions
Curriculum Area:             Math and English Language Arts                               Grade Levels: K-8  
Alternative Date for Compliance:       Math (6/30/2010); ELA (6/30/2011)       


	3. Collective bargaining unit information.  
        Does the district have any employee bargaining units?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     If yes, please complete required information 

       below:

      Bargaining units) consulted on date(s):  February 4, 2009
      Name of bargaining unit and name of representative(s) consulted: 

      Buena Park Teachers Association; Bob Mize and Kelly Norton
      The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oppose (Please specify why)

      Comments (if appropriate):       
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	4. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived.  

EC 60422. (a) A local governing board shall use funding received pursuant to this chapter to ensure that each pupil is provided with a standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials, as adopted by the State Board of Education subsequent to the adoption of content standards pursuant to Section 60605 for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, or as adopted by the local governing board pursuant to Sections 60400 and 60411, for grades 9 to 12, inclusive. Pupils shall be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board of Education.


	5. Desired outcome/rationale. Give a general description of what adoption you want to postpone and the reason:
The Buena Park School District is requesting this waiver in order to postpone the Mathematics and Reading Language Arts adoptions, each for one additional year.  Exceptional teachers, challenging programs, and support from parents and the community contribute to the high quality of education students receive in the Buena Park School District.  

In the past three years, the Buena Park School District has adopted History-Social Studies (2006), a new assessment program – DataDirector (2007), and Science (2008).  Teachers in Buena Park have expressed a desire to focus on professional development and coaching as it relates to these three relatively new programs.  This training would take place throughout the 2009-2010 school year.  There is a need to develop Districtwide pacing guides for both History-Social Studies and Science to reflect these new materials.  Math materials have been piloted and reviewed during the 2008-2009 school year, however, a decision for adoption has not yet been made.  
Furthermore, like most districts in California, the Buena Park School District faces a catastrophic financial crisis. The reduction of general fund monies and State categorical entitlements puts a burden on the district to provide the necessary professional development and materials needed for a new adoption.
Postponing both of these adoptions for one year would provide us with flexibility to provide quality professional development and implement these programs with the fidelity our students deserve.

Also complete Attachment A 

	Is this waiver associated with an “apportionment related" audit penalty? (per EC 41344)    FORMCHECKBOX 
  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

 (If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding) 

Has there been a Coordinated Compliance Review finding on this issue?     FORMCHECKBOX 
  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CCR finding)                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.


	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:

>       
	Title:

Superintendent
	Date:

February 24, 2009

	Signature of SELPA Director (only if a Special Education Waiver)

> N/A
	Date:

     

	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:

> 
	Date:
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Attachment A: Desired Outcome/Rationale for Waiver

I. Responses to the Statutory Criteria for Waiver Approval:

EC 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

1. The school district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program. 
The Buena Park School District has a thorough adoption process for all textbook selections.  An adoption committee that represents stakeholders from every school, grade level, as well as specialized subgroups such as GATE, Special Education, and English learners is selected.  Additionally, administrators and parents are a part of this team.  The steering committee creates district-pertinent criteria which are used as tools for the evaluation of materials.  The committee then conducts in-depth standards reviews, pilots materials, evaluates components of programs, and makes a recommendation to the Governing Board.  Currently, the Buena Park School District is implementing Harcourt Math, 2002 Edition by Harcourt School Publishers for pupils in grades K-6.  Pupils in seventh and eighth grade are provided with the 2001 edition of McDougal Littell, Structure and Method, Course 2, Pre-Algebra or the 2001 edition of McDougal Littell, Structure and Method, Algebra textbook. Materials from the 2002 Reading/Language Arts-English Language Development adoption list include: the Houghton Mifflin Reading program by Houghton Mifflin Company for kindergarten through grade six; and the McDougal Littell Reading & Language Arts Program for grades seven and eight.  

2. The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

The Buena Park School District Governing Board, in Resolution No. #08-03, approved the report that ensured availability of textbooks and instructional material for grades K-8 throughout the district for the 2008-2009 fiscal year.  The Buena Park School District has consistently passed similar resolutions without incident for preceding years.  
3. The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.)

The Buena Park School District has an alternative plan for compliance with IMFRP deadlines.  This alternate plan of action was submitted to the local Governing Board and approved on February 23, 2009.  Should this waiver be granted, new Math materials would be implemented in the fall of the 2010 academic term and Language Arts would be ready to implement and in the hands of students in the fall of 2011 as indicated in the chart below.

	Buena Park School District Instructional Materials

Proposed Alternative Timeline

	Subject
	Current Timeline for Adoption
	Proposed Timeline for Adoption
	Estimated Expenditure

	Math
	August 2009
	August 2010
	$508,374

	Language Arts
	August 2010
	August 2011
	$658,427


The 2008-2009 IMFRP entitlement for the Buena Park School District is $388,616.  Buena Park has estimated that the adoption of Math and Language Arts standards-based materials from the SBE’s instructional materials list will cost in excess of $1.1 million.
II. Assessment Information: STAR and local assessments in the particular subject matter 
The 2008 California Standards Test scores in Language Arts are above the federal Academic Measurable Objectives (AMOs) for both Math and Language Arts.  These scores have increased annually over the past six years as indicated in Tables 1 and 2 below. 

Table 1
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Table 2
[image: image2.emf]Annual Measurable Objectives

Buena Park School District English Language Arts

24.4%

35.2%

46.0%

56.8%

67.6%

78.4%

89.2%

100.0%

13.6%

13.6%

13.6%

24.4%

24.4%

47.4%

41.1%

39.4%

41.5%

33.9%

32.1%

28.8%

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Year

Federal AMO 

Buena Park School District


The Academic Performance Index at all of our schools has risen for the past five years in a row for an aggregate total of 52 API points gained Districtwide (Table 3).  

Table 3
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Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs) #1 and #2 for our English Learners have risen 7.9% and 14.2% respectively in the past two years (Tables 4 and 5).  In addition, five of the seven schools within the district are California Distinguished Schools and ten Title I - High Achieving School Awards have been received.  

Table 4
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Table 5

III Summary Rationale: Request for an Alternative Date of Compliance for EC 60422(a)

The Buena Park School District has made focused efforts over the past two years to implement both the Math and Reading Language Arts programs with fidelity, using the Essential Program Components tool.  A concerted effort has been focused on the English learners within the district.  In addition, the district has implemented benchmark assessments during the 2007-2008 school year to align with the materials and CSTs.  Quarterly data analysis and explicit reteaching plans for standards not yet mastered have been the focus of our professional development in 2008-2009.  

Granting this waiver would allow teachers to: 1) improve practices for delivery of benchmark assessments, data analysis, and action plan development; 2) design and implement pacing guides for History-Social Science and Science; 3) provide professional development and 4) refine instructional strategies for English learners.  Specifically, teachers have identified a need for professional development trainings to support our new benchmark and data systems, as well as add additional trainings for History-Social Studies and Science with a focus on pacing guides, ancillary materials, differentiating instruction for English learners, and the technology components of both of these adoptions.  All of this could be thoroughly accomplished without the additional responsibility of implementing a new adoption.  

The Buena Park School District is currently in the middle of the Mathematics adoption process and is implementing its due diligence in the selection of these materials. The District has also started the process of reviewing seventh and eighth grade Language Arts materials.  Because of the number of programs available for both of these adoptions, granting this action would allow more time for the district to complete its review of the Mathematics and English Language Arts programs in order to make a responsible selection that accurately matches the needs of the district while following through with needed supports for earlier adoptions.
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