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Additional justification for a recommendation for waiver approval, despite not meeting the criteria in the SBE Consent Policy for this waiver: 
The federal statute on this waiver states:

The eligible agency shall waive the application of paragraph (1) in any case in which the local educational agency --


(A)(i) is located in a rural, sparsely populated area, or

(ii) is a public charter school operating a secondary vocational and technical educational program; and

(B) demonstrates that the local educational agency is unable to enter into a consortium for purposes of providing activities under this part (20 U.S.C.A. § 2351 et seq.)

However the SBE Policy defined the criteria of Section 2351(d (A)(i) “is located in a rural, sparsely populated area  specifically as follows: “A district or agency in a rural, sparsely populated area (as defined by National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Locale Codes 33, 41, 42, and 43”. 
Sutter Union High School District (HSD) would like to propose that the district does meet the federal criteria of being a “rural, sparsely populated area” (based on the points below) although not the more specific SBE policy for putting waivers to the “Consent calendar” . We request that this waiver be put to the “Action calendar”

Located at the southern foot of the Sutter Buttes, known as the smallest mountain range in the world, the small agricultural town of Sutter is home to 3,094 people, according to the 2005 census data. According to Citydata.com, the land area of Sutter is 3.03 square miles. Sutter is located in Sutter County which covers and area of 602 square miles.
The Sutter Union HSD’s students come from six population areas which encompass the five feeder elementary school districts of Brittan, Franklin, Meridian, Nuestro, and Winship/Robbins.

In the past, Sutter Union High School (HS) belonged to Tri-Counties ROP consortium for their Perkins services. For many years under prior Perkins programs, Tri-County served as the fiscal agent for a consortium of smaller schools that would not have qualified for Perkins otherwise. Tri-County ROP had sub-contracted all secondary training in three counties. No secondary programs are run in house by Tri-County ROP.

With the new state plan and Perkins regulations, Tri-County ROP would have received all funds and then try and work with high schools in three counties to allocate funds that would be of benefit to all schools participating. This placed Tri-County ROP in an untenable position, essentially becoming a grant manger, not 
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just a fiscal agent, for funds that were generated from district demographics- in other words the district’s money. 
The restrictive nature of how funds were to be allocated was, in the view of Tri-County ROP, unworkable and not cost efficient and so they opted out of taking the lead of any new consortium. According to Randy Page, Director, Tri-Counties ROP districts can now apply as single entities, on their own through a waiver process and be guaranteed a full allocation, allowing them to take full advantage of funds allocated. Nearly all districts in the former consortium have done this, or are planning to.
The town of Sutter is similar in many ways to East Nicolaus School District, both being in Sutter County. Both are agricultural towns with schools supporting the agricultural lifestyle. East Nicolaus, population of 700, is 19 miles from Yuba City and 24 miles from Sacramento. 
The area including Sutter has a population of 3,094, is 8.9 miles from Yuba City and 50 miles from Sacramento. People must travel to Yuba City or Sacramento for services and supplies. The populations from both towns work in agriculture, agriculture related industries, service industries, or travel to Sacramento to find better paying occupations.
The town of Sutter can also be compared to towns like Colusa, Williams, and Arbuckle in Colusa County. These are all agricultural towns with schools supporting agricultural lifestyles. Colusa is a town with a population of 5,841 people located 24 miles from Yuba City, 45 miles from Chico, and 68 miles from Sacramento. Williams, population 4,723, is 33.2 miles from Yuba City, 58.9 miles from Sacramento and 46 miles from Chico. Arbuckle, population 2,332, is located 33 miles from Yuba City, 49 miles from Sacramento, and 70 miles from Chico. The populations from these towns work in agriculture, agriculture related industries, service industries, or travel to Sacramento or Chico to find better paying occupations. Williams is located on Interstate 5 and is a great distance to any major population centers, closest being Colusa which is considered rural by NCES. 
Evidence indicating the NCES locale codes are inaccurate includes looking at other schools in the northern part of the state. Folsom High School (2793 students), located in Folsom, California (population of 69,445), is assigned a local code of Rural: Fringe (41) while Folsom Lake High School (their continuation high school that is less than 2 miles away from Folsom High School) is assigned City: Small (13). The Folsom School District has 32 schools with 18,357 students. 
Sutter Union HDS will most likely not be able to (and does not know how to) change the NCES database designation, so instead we are asking that our waiver be put to the SBE on their action calendar with these additional reasons to consider us meeting the Federal criteria, if not the SBE Consent Policy.
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The following information indicates what the schools in the area are doing in regards to Perkins applications.

High schools in Sutter County:
East Nicolaus Joint Union School District


East Nicolaus High School – qualifies for the waiver.
Live Oak Unified School District


Live High School – allocation above $15,000 minimum.
Sutter Union High School District


Sutter High School – seeking a waiver.

Butte View Continuation High School

Yuba City Unified School District – all high schools above $15,000 minimum.

Yuba City High School


River Valley High School


Albert Power High School

Schools outside Sutter County formerly in Tri-Counties ROP
High schools in Colusa County
Colusa High School – qualifies for waiver.
Maxwell High School – qualifies for waiver.
Pierce High School – qualifies for waiver.
Williams High School – did not apply for funding.
High schools in Yuba County
Marysville Unified School Disrtict: all schools have allocations above $15,000

Lindhurst High School

Marysville High School

Wheatland High  School – allocation above $15,000
Williams High School is the only school that would have a reason to form a consortium with Sutter Union HSD to apply for the Perkins funding. According to their principal, Williams did not file a Perkins application by the deadline. 
The Sutter High School Principal/Supt. and Williams High School principal have discussed the requirements for a consortium and have decided the consortium to be not feasible. Williams High school is a 45 minute drive from Sutter and is in a different county. The drive to Sacramento from Sutter is about the same amount of time as to drive to Williams.
See map on the following page:
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The darkened area in the map below indicates Sutter Union High School district’s geographical area. The entire map represents Sutter County’s school districts.
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