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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
november 2004 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Ocean View Elementary School District (Ventura County) to waive Education Code (EC) Section 37202, the equity length of time requirement, to allow full day kindergartens at two of the district’s three elementary schools, Laguna Vista and Tierra Vista.

Waiver Number: 2-8-2004
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

For the period of July 1, 2004, to January 1, 2005.  After January 1, 2005, the waiver is no longer needed.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar waivers.

However, Assembly Bill (AB) 2407 (Chapter 946, Statutes of 2004) becomes effective on January 1, 2005.  This bill adds language to EC Section 37202, “allowing school districts implementing an early primary program…may maintain kindergarten classes at different school sites within the district for different lengths of time during the school day.”  School boards that adopt EC sections 8970-8974 to implement an Early Primary Program will not be required to request this waiver after the beginning of 2005.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Ocean View School District requests a waiver of EC Section 37202, the equity length of time requirement in order to pilot full day kindergarten programs at two of the district’s three elementary schools, Laguna Vista and Tierra Vista Elementary schools.  

The teachers participated in staff development activities in 2003-2004 in order to prepare for this pilot program.  The school sites chosen for the pilot have adequate classroom space to provide an extended day kindergarten program.  Equipment and additional instructional materials have been ordered to accommodate the pilot program.  The district has an open enrollment policy in place that allows parents to request transfers from one school to another for their children.  The school board adopted EC sections 8970-8974, the Early Primary Program on October 8, 2002.  The bargaining unit is supportive of this waiver request along with the school site councils.

Laguna Vista has a base API of 700 and Tierra Vista has a base API of 661 for 2003.  The kindergarten minutes at Laguna Vista will increase from 200 to 255 and the kindergarten minutes at Tierra Vista will increase from 210 to 260.  The district wants to implement this pilot program in order to increase student achievement.  

Therefore, the department recommends approval of the waiver renewal request of two schools:  Laguna Vista and Tierra Vista Elementary Schools from the period of July 1, 2004 to January 1, 2005.  After January 1, 2005, EC Section 37202 will be amended so that districts will not have to re-apply for future waivers because the local board adopted EC 8970-8974 on October 8, 2002.

Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2004 to January 1, 2005

Period of request was modified, and the district notified due to statute changes.

Local board approval date(s): August 10, 2004

Public hearing held on date(s): August 10, 2004

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): June 28, 2004 and July 31, 2004  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted:  Sue Westbrook, Geraldine Parizo and Robin Yamamoto - Representatives of Ocean View Educator Association (OVEA)

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted:  Laguna Vista – June 15, 2004; Tierra Vista –June 14, 2004; Mar Vista – May 10, 2004   

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted:  see above

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The district will absorb any costs incurred.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   
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