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 Specific Waiver 
SUBJECT 
 

Request by San Francisco Unified School District to waive 
Education Code (EC) Section 56366.1(a), certification for an 
uncertified nonpublic school, Youth Care/Pine Ridge Academy 
located in Draper, Utah to provide services to one special education 
student, Sophia S.   
 
Waiver Number: 3-6-2004 

   Action 
 
 

   Consent 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

  Approval    Approval with conditions    Denial  
 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION 
The State Board of Education has taken action on several previous nonpublic school 
certification waivers.  EC 56101 allows these waivers based on the student’s needs and 
their Individualized Educational Plan (IEP). 
 
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES 
The San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) requests a waiver of EC 
56366.1(a). This law establishes standards for non-profit, nonsectarian schools and 
agencies to follow to be certified to provide special education and designated instruction 
services (DIS) to students with disabilities. The district requests this waiver in order to 
place student, Sophia S. at Youth Care/Pine Ridge Academy located in Draper, Utah. 
 
The student’s handicapping condition is Emotional Disturbance. The placement is 
pursuant to specific therapeutic and instructional needs. No other program was 
appropriate to meet all of the student’s needs, according to the IEP. 
 
The student is currently placed in a certified out-of-state NPS but is not responding to 
treatment.   
 
The staff at Youth Care/Pine Ridge Academy are highly trained and devoted to students 
with therapeutic and counseling needs. 
 
The Department recommends this waiver request be approved. 
 
Authority for the Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 56101 
 
Period of request: May 1, 2004 to May 1, 2005 
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Local board approval date(s): May 4, 2004 
 
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): April 5 & 8, 2004   
 
Name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): Dennis Kelly 
 
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one):  

  Neutral                         Support                       Oppose 
Comments (if appropriate): “Had no objection as long as NPS rates are comparable 
to present placement rates.” 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE) 
If the waiver is denied, the district would not be able to fund the placement with special 
education funds.   
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other 
hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board 
Office.    


