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March 7, 2005
TO:

Members, State Board of Education

FROM:
Screening Subcommittee



Ruth Green



Joe Nunez

Re:
Recommended Candidates for the Child Nutrition Advisory Council

Item #36, Appointment of Members to the Child Nutrition Advisory Council (CNAC)

The screening subcommittee met by conference call on Thursday, March 3, 2005 to review 20 applications received by December 8, 2004, for the different Child Nutrition Advisory Council (CNAC) positions. Twenty-four applications were received, but four were disqualified, either for missing the deadline, or because they did not have the required two letters of recommendation.

The quality of the applicants was excellent. We were impressed that individuals of this caliber were willing to volunteer their skills and knowledge on this important advisory council.

After much discussion, we agreed to recommend the following candidates for the Board’s consideration. A brief introduction is provided for each candidate. We wish to thank all those who applied and encourage them to offer their impressive abilities to local, regional, or other state child nutrition activities.
	Position
	Name
	Affiliation
	County

	Food Service Director (full term)
	Richard A. Green
	Newport-Mesa Unified School District
	Orange

	Mr. Green was just awarded ACSA’s Classified Administrator of the Year in Orange County. Previously his nutrition services department was recognized by the Orange County Grand Jury as a model for other districts. He taught culinary arts in Massachusetts for 5 years, having been trained at the Culinary Institute of America. He has a lifetime teaching credential from Massachusetts and completed training in Organizational Management at MIT. He has 17 years experience directing child nutrition services in public schools and advocates for increased levels of physical activity and the articulation of nutrition education in child nutrition programs and K-12 curriculum



	PTA (one year term)
	Virginia (Gini) Natali
	Calif. State PTA Board Member
	Plumas

	Ms. Natali is vice chair of the California State PTA Health Commission and was asked by the chair of that Commission to represent the State PTA. The Health Commission is focusing on responses to the obesity epidemic, especially through improved nutrition and increased physical activity. She is a member of the CDE’s Family Area Network Advisory Group and the Plumas Children’s Network that developed family resource centers in four communities. She works in the clinical laboratory at Seneca Hospital in Chester, having received training in, and certification as, a medical technologist.



	School Board Member (full term)
	Donnell Ewert, MPH
	Grant Elementary School District, Redding
	Shasta

	Mr. Ewert is a member of the Grant Elementary School District Board of Education, which has a standing agenda item regarding health and nutrition. The district food service program now offers more healthy choices and works with parent organizations to ensure healthy food choices at fundraisers. He is deputy director of the Shasta County Public Health Department having been trained as an epidemiologist at UCLA’s School of Public Health. He is actively involved in program evaluation and research and has an extensive publication record. He has also presented his research at meetings of the American Public Health Association and other scientific organizations. 



	Nutrition Educator

(full term)
	Molly West, RD
	San Lorenzo Unified School District
	Alameda

	Ms. West is a nutritionist for the San Lorenzo Unified School District. She has a BS in dietetics and a BA in hotel and restaurant management. She brings experience from the public and private sectors, and is well acquainted with menus, regulations, and labor costs associated with different menus. She believes schools can help reverse the obesity epidemic through nutrition education to students and parents, and by choosing healthy products with strong student acceptance in the cafeteria.




	Food Services Manager (full term)
	Leann Onasch, MS, RD
	Val Verde Unified School District
	Riverside

	Ms. Onasch brings a broad set of child nutrition and food service skills to the CNAC. In addition to being a food service administrator, she developed and implemented a nutrition education program and has been responsible for food procurement, menu development, and food production management. She has an MS in nutrition. She believes California can be a powerful role model for other states as it grapples with the child obesity challenge through its public school system.



	Administrator

(one year term)
	Wendell Chun, EdD
	Oakdale Joint Unified School District
	Stanislaus

	Mr. Chun has received numerous awards for his administrative abilities, including ACSA’s Superintendent of the Year for Region VII and State Administrator of the Year from the California Science Education Advisory Committee. He is on the board of the California League of High Schools. He began his career with a standard secondary teaching credential in business education and English, and completed an EdD in education policy and administration through USC. As superintendent, Mr. Chun recommended a Board approved district goal to develop comprehensive nutrition education in the district. The district will improve its nutrition education programs by teaching students about proper nutrition habits, and providing higher quality and more nutritious food selections on school campuses.



	Layperson, position will be shared between (two year term)
	Sonia Vega
	San Bernardino County Dept. of Public Health Nutrition Program
	San Bernardino

	
	Melodee Lopez, RD
	Same
	

	As a community health educator, Ms. Vega implemented a neighborhood nutrition network that uses community based social marketing to mobilize Latino mothers to promote vegetable consumption. To sustain momentum of that program, she developed a curriculum on nutrition and gardening and trained lay health educator volunteers to help parents establish gardens at their homes and their children’s schools. In response to requests from Spanish speaking parents, she created a partnership between community agencies to train aerobics instructors and to establish aerobics classes accessible to the parents. She is in the process of completing a BS in nutrition and food science, which follows an earlier BS in health science.



	Ms. Lopez coordinates the Inland Empire Regional Children’s Power Play! 5 A Day Campaign. In that capacity, she works extensively with school and district personnel to teach children about the importance of fruits and vegetables, and of being physically active on a regular basis. She has mentored new regional coordinators, and provided training on methods of Campaign implementation. She also developed resources and training through Project LEAN that encourages healthy policies in schools and youth organizations and developed nutrition education materials used statewide.
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