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	SUBJECT

California English Language Development Test (CELDT): Including, but not limited to, update on CELDT Program, 2005-06 Annual Assessment Implementation and new contract status
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In May 2005, the SBE received an update on the CELDT Program, test administration training, the testing of English learners in kindergarten and first grade on reading and writing, and the status of the new contract.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The annual assessment window for testing with the new Form E of the CELDT opens on July 1, and extends through October 2005. Delivery of Form E testing materials is to be completed by June 15. Because 25 percent of the CELDT test items are refreshed annually, a new test form is constructed each year. Form E is the test form in use for the 2005-06 school year.

The Department of General Services (DGS) announced its decision on June 3, in the matter of the protest of the proposed award of the new CELDT contract. DGS did not uphold the protest by Harcourt Educational Assessment. CDE is now proceeding to process the award of the contract to CTB McGraw Hill as originally proposed.

On April 4, 2005, CDE received a letter from the United States Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, which declined to grant CDE’s request for a waiver from the requirement to assess English language learners in kindergarten and first grade in reading and writing. While Title III funding is available to pay for the costs of increased testing, CDE expects that there will be legislative hearings to shape California’s policy on this matter.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the current CELDT administration are included in the current CELDT contract ($12 million in 2004-05). The costs of developing additional tests for reading and writing in kindergarten and grade 1 are estimated at $1,500,000. Following development, the full operational implementation could add about 20 percent to the overall costs of the testing program.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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