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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Tracy Unified School District for a renewal waiver of Education Code (EC) Section 37202, the equity length of time requirement, to increase instructional minutes at four of their fourteen elementary schools: Clover, Delta, South and Poet-Christian for various grade levels per attached chart.

Waiver Number: 41-3-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the district maintains the instructional minutes as identified in their waiver request. EC 33051(c) will apply so that the district is not required to reapply annually if the information contained on the request remains current.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar requests for renewal waivers in the past. The first request by Tracy Unified School District was approved January 8, 2004 (4-12-2003-W-6).

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Tracy Unified School District is requesting a renewal of their waiver for the equity length of time requirement to allow them to continue operating grade levels at different lengths of time at four of their fourteen elementary schools: Clover, Delta, South and Poet-Christian Schools. The district is offering these students more instructional time at these schools as shown on the attached chart.

For example, the Delta Island kindergarten operates a full day schedule of 320 daily instructional minutes. The student population is 61 percent migrant with many students attending that rural school with their siblings. Part of the additional time is spent on English language acquisition skills. Due to the rural location of the school, transportation is a key issue so that the added minutes support the bus schedule.

At Clover Middle School, the waiver has allowed for an extra 25 minutes per day of additional instruction in mathematics, reading, writing and spelling. Although the API scores have not been as high as anticipated, the scores have gone up in all of their target areas. This increased time also allows for enrichment activities.

The evaluation required by the first waiver request indicates satisfaction by the parents and students surveyed with 82 percent of the students responding that they like coming to school. Ninety-four percent of the parents surveyed feel like they are partners with the school, an important element in success for any school.  

Therefore, the department recommends approval for the waiver request to allow Tracy Unified School District to continue to operate four of their fourteen schools as indicated on the attached chart for a period of two years. EC 33051(c) will apply so that the district is not required to reapply annually if the information contained on the request remains current.
Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2006

Local board approval date(s): April 12, 2005

Public hearing held on date(s): April 12, 2005

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): March 4, 2005  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Anne Mooney, President, Tracy Educators’ Association.

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: All school site councils within the district.   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows: At the North School Site Council one member voted no citing the reason that all schools should have parity and be treated the same. (See attachment)

Date(s) consulted: Various dates, all held between May 1, and May 31, 2005.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The district will absorb any costs associated with this waiver request.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   

Attachments:

· Specific Waiver Request (2 pages)

· Chart of Instructional Minutes Requested and Evaluation (2 pages)

· 2004 API Growth Report with List of Tracy Unified Schools (1 page)
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