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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULy 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Sacramento City Unified School District for Bear Flag Elementary School in Cohort I of the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program (II/USP) to waive the timelines in Education Code (EC) Section 52055.51(a)(d) and (e) for the School Assistance and Intervention Team (SAIT) contract, reports, and adoption of recommendations.

Waiver Number: 7-5-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

(Assuming that the district board completes the timelines and adopts the SAIT Provider’s Report of Findings for Bear Flag Elementary School by July 5, 2005.)

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) identified the Bear Flag Elementary School as a state-monitored school on November 10, 2004. 

The SBE has waived various timelines of the II/USP program on a number of occasions. This is the third waiver of this particular type.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


This waiver is being requested in order to re-start the 30, 60, and 90 day timelines in EC Section 52055.51(a), (d), and (e) which began initially when the Bear Flag Elementary School was identified as a state-monitored school on November 10, 2004. Bear Flag is in the first cohort of schools in the II/USP. Participating schools must meet all academic growth targets on the Academic Performance Index (API) for two consecutive years following a planning year, in order to exit the program. Schools failing to achieve this goal may either immediately become state-monitored, or, in the event some positive growth is made, become a school “on watch.”

Having failed to meet all its academic growth targets for two consecutive years, Bear Flag Elementary School was “on watch” as of the 2001-02 school year. As a result of making no growth for the 2003-04 school year, Bear Flag, after a second review of its data, became state-monitored on November 10, 2004, and was required to hire a SAIT by the SBE.
Although the school and the district did begin a first SAIT process, (through a contract with Urban School Imagineers, Karen Policheck, lead contractor) within the statutory timelines, the school has experienced two turnovers at the principal position subsequent to identification as a state-monitored school. The void in leadership contributed to issues related to the timely implementation of the SAIT process under the originally selected SAIT provider. A district decision was made to terminate the first SAIT contract with Urban Imagineers, and hire a new SAIT provider (Action Learning, with Gary Soto, lead contractor).  A new principal was also hired.

This resulted in postponement of the implementation of the SAIT process and necessitated a request for a readjustment of the statutory timelines through this waiver application. Although the Sacramento City Unified School District (SCUSD) board only formally approved the contract for the Action Learning SAIT provider on May 5, 2005, Acton Learning, SCUSD, and school staff began to fulfill the initial requirements of the contract as soon as verbal agreement was reached. District staff determined that the timelines could be completed by July 5, 2005.

The California Department of Education therefore recommends approval of the waiver request assuming that the district board completed the timelines and adopted the Action Learning’s Report of Findings for Bear Flag Elementary School by July 5, 2005.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: From November 10, 2004, to July 5, 2005

Local board approval date(s): April 21, 2005

Public hearing held on date(s): April 21, 2005

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): SCTA, 04-14-05; SEIU, 04-12-05; UPE, 

April 21, 2005

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: 

SCTA – Marcy Launey

SEIU – Ulysses Maddison

UPE- Harriet Young
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

SCTA -   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

SEIU  -   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

UPE   -   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) –

District Web Site
Advisory committee(s) consulted: The Bear Flag Elementary School Site Council 
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: April 13, 2005

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The timeline waiver does not alter the disbursement of state-budgeted funds allocated for support of the SAIT process.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for Web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or SBE Office. 

Attachments:

· Letter from district (2 pages)

· General Waiver Request (2 pages)

Revised:  6/21/2007 1:17 PM
Revised:  6/21/2007 1:17 PM

