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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

March 2005 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Including, but not limited to, Update on STAR Program
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The following item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	In January, the SBE was updated on the number of school districts that had designated STAR coordinators; the pre-identification process and the use of the California School Information Services (CSIS) to assist school districts in turning in accurate data; the upcoming STAR pretest workshops; and recommendations from the California Writing Test Task Force. SBE also approved the 2005-06 scope of work for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). In addition, the SBE approved the field testing of forty new writing prompts and adopting a one-reader scoring model for the 2006 California Writing Standards Test.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	Update on Pre-Identification and Testing 

As of the end of January, Educational Testing Service (ETS) had processed STAR materials orders for 1,270 districts. Independent charter schools are included as districts in this number. Pre-identification (pre-ID) files for the March 1, grade 4 and 7 writing tests included records for more than 864,270 students in 619 districts. This was a 

40 percent increase over the number of students and the number of districts that pre-ID’d for the 2004 grade 4 and 7 writing tests. The number of students pre-ID’d for the multiple choice test currently totals over 1.39 million students in 582 school districts. This number will increase dramatically as the deadlines approach for each district.

STAR Pre-Test Workshops

ETS held 21 pre-test workshops around the state, plus three web casts. The purpose of the workshops was to ensure that district STAR coordinators were familiar with the STAR manuals, how to receive materials, administer the tests, and package and return the tests. District STAR coordinators are responsible for training their test site administrators. The workshops were held in January and February. Following the ETS workshop, CTB/McGraw-Hill held pre-test workshops on the Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, 2nd Edition, SABE/2.

2004 Writing Guide

The Teacher Guide for the 2004 California Writing Standards Tests in Grades Four and Seven will be posted at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp on the CDE Web site. This guide contains the writing prompts administered on the 2004 writing tests, sample student responses illustrating student work at each score point, the scoring rubrics used to score the 2004 student responses, and teacher commentaries that explain, using the language of the rubric, why each student response received the score it did. Teacher guides for California Writing Standards Tests from 2001 through 2003 are posted on the web site as well.  The teacher guide will be provided to the SBE in a last-minute memorandum.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	All costs associated with the items in this update are included in the 2004-05 STAR budget.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None.

The Teacher Guide for the 2004 California Writing Standards Tests in Grades Four and Seven will be provided as a last minute memorandum.


Revised:  3/5/2009 8:33 AM
Revised:  3/5/2009 8:33 AM

