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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

march 2005 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Request for Submission (RFS) for the primary language achievement tests
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The California Department of Education (CDE) requests input and approval from SBE of the key concepts and criteria regarding the RFS for the primary language achievement tests and recommends that the SBE authorize the board testing liaisons and SBE staff to work with department staff to finalize and approve the RFS for the primary language achievement tests.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	California Education Code Section 60640(f)(2) authorizes the SBE to designate, as part 

of the STAR Program, a single primary language achievement test in each language for which a test is available for grades 2 to 11. The purpose of the test is to measure achievement of limited English proficient students. Students who are of limited English proficiency and have been enrolled less than 12 months in a California public school are required to take a test in their primary languages if tests are available. The tests are optional for other English learners. All English learners must also take the norm-referenced designated achievement test in grades 3 and 7 as well as the standards-aligned achievement tests, the California Standards Tests. The contract for the current primary language test designated by the SBE, the Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Edition 2 (SABE/2), ends after the spring 2005 administration of the SABE/2.

California Education Code Section 60640(f)(3) requires the CDE to develop and adopt a primary language assessment that is aligned to the state academic content standards.  The law specifies that this test shall be developed for reading/language arts and mathematics in the dominant primary language and that the first test shall be developed for grade two. Once the test is available for a specific grade level, it shall be administered in place of the designated primary language achievement test.  

	CDE is developing an RFS for a new designated primary language achievement test and a primary language test aligned with the reading/language arts and mathematics academic content standards at grade two. Bidders will be allowed to propose 

augmenting an existing test. The criteria for designating a contractor are specified in California Education Code sections 60642, 60642.5, and 60643. The criteria includes:

· Considering any evaluations of independent experts who have not been employed by a test publisher in the preceding 12 months.

· Ensuring that the development of the test measures the degree to which pupils are achieving the academically rigorous content standards and that the contractor is able to ensure alignment between the standards-based achievement test and the academically rigorous academic content standards.

· Considering the ability of the contractor to produce valid, reliable individual pupil scores.

· Considering the ability of the contractor to report results to districts by August 8, of each year.

· Considering the contractor’s procedures to ensure the security and integrity of test materials and questions.

· Considering the contractors experience in successfully conducting testing programs adopted and administered by other states.

CDE will include the above criteria when developing the RFS. The following is a draft timeline for the RFS process.

ACTIVITY

Draft TIMELINE

RFS Released

April 1, 2005

Intent to Submit Due

April 8, 2005 not later than 12:00 p.m. PDT

Questions on RFS Due

April 8, 2005

Received not later than 12:00 p.m. PDT

Responses to Questions Posted on CDE Web Site

April 15, 2005 by 5:00 p.m. PDT

Submissions Due

May 13, 2005 on or before 2:00 p.m. PDT

Submission Review

May 16-27, 2005

SSPI Recommendation to SBE

June 2005

SBE Designation of Contractor

July 7, 2005

Contract Start Date

July 2005 (contingent upon SBE approval)




	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	All costs associated with the items in this item have been proposed in the 2005-06 budget bill.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None.

If necessary, a last minute memorandum including additional key concepts and criteria will be submitted.
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