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	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE): including, but not limited to, CAHSEE Program Update on Test Administrations, Independent Evaluation, and the 

Senate Bill (SB) 964 Study
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	This item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	· The CAHSEE was administered to all grade 10 students in the Class of 2006 in February, March or May 2004; overall, 74 percent passed the mathematics portion and 75 percent passed the English-language arts (ELA) portion.

· California Education Code Section 60855 requires that the California Department of Education (CDE) contract for a multi-year evaluation of the CAHSEE. The CAHSEE independent evaluator is Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO). HumRRO, the independent evaluator, reported to the SBE in November 2004, that 64 percent of the class of 2006 has satisfied the CAHSEE requirement as of May 2004.


	· Senate Bill (SB) 964 California Education Code sections 60852.5 and 60852.6, added by Statutes 2003, c. 803 requires a study by an independent consultant to examine alternatives to the CAHSEE for students with disabilities. The State Superintendent of Public Instruction established a 15-member advisory panel to advise the independent consultant throughout the study. The advisory panel is composed of representatives from specific areas of the special education community.

· In February 2005, the SBE received an information item dated February 4, 2005, which provided an overview of the SB 964 study, including the names and affiliations of the advisory panel members and the required sections of the final report.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	Test Administrations in 2004-05:

In September and November 2004, the CAHSEE was administered to nearly 150,000 grade eleven students in the Class of 2006. Many of these students were retaking the CAHSEE because they did not pass one or both portions as tenth graders. Adult students pursuing a high school diploma through a school district program were also tested. As expected, given past experience, the passing rates for these repeat test takers were lower than the first time test takers in grade ten.

Preliminary results indicate that an additional 35,948 11th grade students (38.8% of students tested) passed ELA and an additional 38,397 11th grade students (37.7% of students tested) passed math. We do not have information on the number in the class of 2006 who passed both portions of the CAHSEE to satisfy this graduation requirement. However, we are optimistic because in the class of 2006 with one opportunity remaining in grade 11, a total of 368,337 students have passed the ELA portion and 367,263 students have passed the math portion. Students in the class of 2006 who do not pass the CAHSEE this school year will have up to three opportunities in grade twelve to take the exam.

The CAHSEE was administered for the first time to the Class of 2007 on 

February 8-9, 2005, and more school districts will be testing grade ten students for the first time on March 15-16, 2005. There will be a make-up opportunity on 

May 10-11, 2005, for grade 10 students who were absent in February or March. Study guides for the ELA and mathematics portions were printed and distributed to school districts in December 2004, for delivery to every grade ten student in the Class of 2007.

HumRRO Outside Consultant Panel:

HumRRO convenes an outside consultant panel to serve as an external advisory body for the Independent Evaluation. This panel meets bi-annually to advise HumRRO. HumRRO convened its outside consultant panel January 14 and 15, 2005. The panel next meets in August 2005. The panel consists of the following five core members:

· Lloyd Bond, Senior Scholar, Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching

· Richard Duran, Professor, University of California at Santa Barbara

· Jay Heubert, Professor of Education and Law, Teachers College, Columbia University

· Robert Linn, Distinguished Professor of Education, University of Colorado

· Martha Thurlow, Director, National Center for Educational Outcomes, University of Minnesota

The panelists include nationally known experts in the areas of assessment and measurement as well as special education and English learner specialists. The panel membership has been reconfigured under the new contract to reflect the maturity of exam content and a shift in focus to other issues, such as student access to knowledge and skills tested in the CAHSEE and item review with an eye toward issues of access for all students (Universal Design). The new panel members are Lloyd Bond and Martha Thurlow. Lloyd Bond is nationally known for his expertise on making assessments fair and valid. He was on the faculty at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro and the University of Pittsburgh before joining the Carnegie Foundation. He is a fellow of the American Psychological Association and has served on committees of the National Academy of Science, the American Psychological Association, and the American Educational Research Association. Martha Thurlow as the director of the National Center on Educational Outcomes addresses the implications of contemporary U.S. policy and practice for students with disabilities and English language learners. She has conducted research for the past 30 years in a variety of areas, including assessment and decision making, learning disabilities, dropout prevention, and integration of students with disabilities in general education settings. The remaining consultants are continuing members of the panel.

The January meeting of the outside consultant panel focused on two primary issues:

· An upcoming study to determine whether standards-based instruction is adequate for a test of this nature.

· An upcoming item review study to assess the alignment of the test items to the academic content standards tested on the CAHSEE and the adherence of the test items to the principles of Universal Design.


	Senate Bill 964 Study:

WestEd, the contractor for the SB 964 study, held its fourth meeting (of five total meetings) with the advisory panel on February 1, 2005. At this meeting, WestEd revisited with the advisory panel the topic of alternative graduation requirements and diploma options for students with disabilities. Also, WestEd discussed and received feedback from the advisory panel on draft sections of the final report, which were sent to the panel members for review prior to the meeting.

WestEd will hold its final meeting with the advisory panel on March 24, 2005. Prior to this meeting, the panel members will receive for their review a draft of the entire final report, including all recommendations. At the meeting, the panel will provide feedback and continue discussions with WestEd on the draft report.

The final report from this study must be provided to the members of the advisory panel, the California Legislature, the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the Department of Finance, and CDE no later than May 1, 2005.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	Test Administration in 2004-05
The information contained in this update on the test administrations is funded under a contract with CDE.
Independent Evaluation

The information contained in this update on the independent evaluation is funded under a contract with CDE.

Senate Bill 964 Study

Of the funds appropriated in Schedule 12 of Item 6110-113-0890 of Section 2.00 of the Budget Act of 2003, the amount of four hundred thousand dollars ($400,000) shall be available for the purposes of Section 60852.5 of the California Education Code. The winning bid for this contract was $324,644. The balance of six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000) shall be available until June 30, 2006, to support approved options pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 60852.5 of the California Education Code.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None.
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