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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Orcutt Union School District under the authority of Education Code (EC) 60422(c) to waive EC sections 60422(a)(b) and 60242(a)(b) and California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5, Section 9531(b) to allow the district to purchase new seventh grade health textbooks in 2005-06 with Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program (IMFRP) monies before the purchase of K-8 standards-aligned history textbooks.

Waiver Number: 31-3-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

Approval from July 1, 2005, through June 30, 2006 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This is the second request received by the State Board of Education (SBE) for a waiver of these particular EC sections. The first request is also under consideration at this SBE meeting. No SBE policy exists with regards to this particular type of waiver request.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Orcutt Union School District is requesting a waiver of EC sections 60422(a)(b) and 60242(a)(b), and CCR-5, Section 9531(b), to allow the district to purchase new 7th grade health textbooks in 2005-06 with Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program (IMFRP) monies before the purchase of K-5 standards-aligned history textbooks.

The IMFRP (EC 60420-60424) requires districts to certify that all students, K-12, have been provided with “a standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials” in the four core content areas of reading/language arts, mathematics, science, and history–social science before any funds can be spent on other instructional materials or the other items permitted under EC Section 60242(a). For grades K-8, “standards-aligned” is defined as a program adopted by the SBE “subsequent to the adoption of content standards pursuant to [EC] Section 60605.”

The district is seeking this waiver in order to replace health textbooks that are 8 years old. The district is using the Houghton Mifflin K-8 history-social science program from the 1991 state adopted list. After reviewing the Houghton Mifflin K-8 materials adopted in 1999, the district found that the two programs were very similar in content. The district would like to continue using this program until the 2005 K-8 History-Social Science Primary Adoption is completed, and then purchase materials from the new list at that time. The district is compliant with the IMFRP certification requirement in all other subject areas and grade levels. 

All of the schools in the district are high performing, with API base scores of 746 or above. There are six elementary schools and two middle schools in the district. 

The Department recommends approval of this waiver request. 

Authority for the Waiver: EC Section 60422(c)

Period of request: July 1, 2005, through June 30, 2006 

Local board approval date(s): March 23, 2005
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): February 17, 2005

Name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): Sue Lampton, President, Orcutt Educators Association

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


If the waiver is not approved, the district will be forced to pursue one of the following options: 

a. Purchase history-social science textbooks twice in rapid succession (from the 1999 list now, and from the 2005 list once that adoption is completed). The IMFRP requires that districts purchase materials within 24 months of SBE action on an adoption. With nearly 5,000 K-8 students in the district, and current programs averaging about $50 per student to implement, this could cost the district as much as $250,000.

b. Defer all instructional materials purchases until after the 2005 K-8 History-Social Science Primary Adoption is completed. 

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for Web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or SBE Office.   

Attachments:

· Specific Waiver Request (5 pages)

· API Growth Report (2 pages)
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