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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Los Angeles Unified School District to waive California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5, Section 11960 to allow the charter school attendance for Pacoima Charter School to be calculated as if it were a “regular” multi-track school.

Waiver Number: 33-3-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That: 1) Pacoima Charter School will report attendance for a maximum of four tracks; 2) each track will provide a minimum of 175 days; 3) Pacoima Charter School will operate with a multi-track calendar for the school year 2004-05 only; 4) no track will have fewer than 55 percent of its school days prior to April 15; and 5) the average daily attendance (ADA) will be separately calculated in each track, rather than for the school as a whole.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At its July 2000 meeting, the State Board of Education approved the Charter School Average Daily Attendance Waiver Policy (#2000-05) that applies to this waiver request.

Many such waivers have been approved.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


CCR, Title 5, Section 11960 defines regular average daily attendance (ADA) in a charter school, and established the calculation for determining ADA.  

CCR, Title 5 Section 11960(a): As used in Education Code Section 47612, "attendance" means the attendance of charter school pupils while engaged in educational activities required of them by their charter schools, on days when school is actually taught in their charter schools. "Regular average daily attendance" shall be computed by dividing a charter school's total number of pupil-days of attendance by the number of calendar days on which school was actually taught in the charter school. For purposes of determining a charter school's total number of pupil-days of attendance, no pupil may generate more than one day of attendance in a calendar day. 

There is no allowance in this calculation for multi track charters, for example with this charter, the average daily attendance (ADA) reported in at P-2 is multiplied by 180 days (in a track), then divided by 241 days  (in the school year).  The fraction created reduces the allowable ADA to be claimed, and the charter schools fiscal allotment would be reduced by 1.6 million dollars for the year, based on current enrollment. 

Pacoima Charter School is a conversion charter school in Los Angeles Unified School District. Prior to becoming a charter school, it operated for 27 years on a multi-track calendar.   As a charter school, Pacoima Charter School continues to operate four tracks, each consisting of 180 days, with the total number of instructional minutes provided as per Education Code Section 46201.5(a)(2). The waiver will allow CDE to calculate Pacoima’s charter ADA “as if they were a regular school with multiple tracks”. 

The charter has proved that no track has fewer than 55 percent of its school days occurring prior to April 15. The school has limited facilities, which necessitates a multi-track calendar to continue to accommodate the student population.

Charter schools that operate on a multi-track calendar may request this waiver. A waiver of this section will allow Pacoima Charter School to exceed 200 days of instruction and separately calculate the Average Daily Attendance (ADA) for each track, rather than for the school as a whole. 

On the basis of this analysis, and with the conditions as listed, the California Department of Education recommends approval of this waiver for the period requested. 

Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050, CCR, Title 5, Section 11960(a).

Period of request: July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2006

Local board approval date(s): March 8, 2005

Public hearing held on date(s): March 8, 2005

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): January 27, 2005  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: UTLA/Rosa Moreno

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Charter Governance Committee-Business   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: February 2, 2005

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


No state fiscal impact is expected as a result of this waiver. The charter itself will have a severe fiscal impact without the waiver.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Consent Item: Waiver request forms and supporting documents are available for inspection in the Waiver Office. 
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