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	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Designation of Achievement Test and Standardized Testing and Reporting Contractor
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) adopt the Superintendent’s recommendation regarding the designation of a Achievement Test and Standardized Testing and Reporting Contractor.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) authorized the release of the Request for Submission (RFS) for the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program at its July 2005 meeting. The RFS was released to potential bidders on July 11, 2005, and submissions were due to the California Department of Education (CDE) on 

September 1, 2005. The RFS specifies issuance of a four-year contract (January 2006 through December 2009) contingent on the annual budget process for administering the STAR Program for the 2006-07, 2007-08, and 2008-09 school years. 

The RFS included five of the six STAR Program tests; three continuing and two new ones. The continuing tests included in this RFS are the:

· California Standards Tests (CSTs) for grades two through eleven

· California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) for students with significant cognitive disabilities in grades two through eleven

· National norm-referenced test (NRT) for grades three and seven

The two new tests are the:

· Standards-based Test in Spanish (STS) for grades two through eleven

· New Alternate Assessment (NAA) for students with moderate cognitive disabilities in grades two through eleven—this test is now identified as the California Modified Assessment (CMA).

The sixth test in STAR is the designated primary language test which is administered under a separate contract.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The work to be completed in response to the RFS includes:

· Administering, scoring, reporting, and analyzing results for the tests within the STAR Program.

· Continuing development of the CSTs, CAPA, and STS. (ETS is developing and field testing grade two, three, and four items under its current contract.) 

· Revising the CAPA blueprints for submission to the State Board of Education (SBE) for approval.

· Developing the CMA, including developing blueprints for SBE approval, developing and field testing items, and developing operational tests to be administered beginning in spring 2008.

· Maintaining the state assessment item bank during the life of this contract. The item bank will include items for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) and the California English Language Development Test (CELDT), in addition to the items for all components of the STAR Program except for the NRT.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The CDE received six submissions from the following four companies:

· CTB/McGraw-Hill

· Educational Testing Service (ETS)

Note: ETS submitted three submissions with three different (NRTs)

· Harcourt Assessment, Inc.

· Pearson Educational Measurement

The review of the submissions was conducted in two parts using two separate panels:

· Section 3.4 of the Request for Submission, the norm-referenced test component, was evaluated between September 12 and 14 by a panel comprised of a testing director and teachers of grades three and seven. Staff from CDE provided program and technical support to the panel during the evaluation process.

· All other components were evaluated the week of September 26, by a panel of fourteen, including district testing directors, evaluators, curriculum specialists and members of the CST English-language arts and mathematics Assessment Review Panels. The panel members represented large and small districts, county offices of education, urban and rural areas, and a broad range of geographical areas. The panel included members with technical backgrounds and experience 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


with administering the STAR Program. Staff from CDE provided program and technical support to the panel during the evaluation process. 

Areas of concern for the SBE, as indicated at the July 2005 SBE meeting, included better communication on how to use the STAR data for education program analysis; expediting of individual student results; reporting on the status of item development on a periodic basis to the SBE; increasing the reliability of cluster scores; and continued development of the two new tests.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Funding of $12 million for the first year of the transition period of the contract is included in the 2005-06 budget. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


The State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s recommendation along with a summary of the panel findings will be provided as a last minute memorandum.
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