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	SUBJECT

Proposed Changes to be Included in the California School Information Services Data Dictionary, Version 7.0
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the proposed changes for the California School Information Services (CSIS) Data Dictionary, Version 7.0.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Each year the CSIS program must update its data dictionary, prior to scheduled data collections, to include modifications necessary for state reporting and records transfer. The SBE has previously approved CSIS Data Dictionary Versions 1.0-6.1.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In the 1997 Budget Act (AB 107, Chapter 282, Statutes of 1997) the California Legislature authorized and funded the California School Information Services (CSIS) program. The CSIS program was permanently authorized in 1999 by AB 1115 (Chapter 78, Statutes of 1999) which added sections 49080 – 49083 to the California Education Code. CSIS’ statutory mission is to achieve the following high level goals:

· “Build the capacity of local education agencies to implement and maintain comparable, effective and efficient pupil information systems that will support their daily program needs, assist local education agencies in improving the outcomes of pupils, and promote the use of information for educational decision making by school site, district office, and county staff;

· Enable the accurate and timely exchange of pupil transcripts between local education agencies and to postsecondary institutions; and

· Assist local education agencies to transmit state and federal reports electronically to the State Department of Education, thereby reducing the reporting burden of local education agency staff.”

Participation in CSIS is voluntary. There are currently about 250 LEAs participating in CSIS, representing more than half the students in California. These LEAs participate in the CSIS State Reporting and Records Transfer programs. Under the State Reporting program, LEAs submit teacher and student-level data elements to CSIS. CSIS applies CDE business rules to 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


aggregate the data into five state reports: three California Basic Education Data System (CBEDS) reports, the Language Census (LCEN), and the Student National Origin Report (SNOR). The CDE then combines the reports received from CSIS with the aggregate reports received from all other non-CSIS LEAs to produce statewide reports. 

The CSIS Data Dictionary lists the data elements that will be transferred electronically from LEAs through CSIS to the CDE, and among LEAs. The CSIS Data Dictionary is a collection of descriptions of the items of information, or data elements which helps to ensure that information exchanged between entities is commonly defined. The CSIS Data Dictionary is used by participating LEAs, CSIS, CDE staff and software companies that produce student information systems.

Attached is a summary of the proposed CSIS Data Dictionary changes from Version 6.1.1 to 7.0. The changes fall into the following categories: 

· Enhancements to the display of the dictionary to facilitate usage;

· Modifications or clarifications to data element definitions;

· Addition or deletion of codes to meet reporting needs; and

· Addition of new data elements to meet reporting requirements of additional collections.

The enhancements to the display of the data dictionary include adding a new “Active” column to highlight which data elements are currently used in the CSIS State Reporting and Records Transfer program, removing business rules and notes that duplicate information typically provided in other documents, and deleting unneeded heading over element definitions and codes that restrict their usage. A number of new codes were added to various data elements in order to provide an opportunity to more accurately report data. The new data elements that were added are in anticipation of transitioning through CSIS State Reporting, additional federal NCLB reports. These data elements, such as Weapon Type, Other Firearm or Weapon, Offense Severity, and High Quality Profession Development are currently being collected through the Consolidated Application.  

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Minimal CDE, LEA and vendor costs associated with disseminating data dictionary changes, modifying software and populating these data elements in local school information systems.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Summary of Data Dictionary Changes from Version 6.1.1 to 7.0 (8 pages)

(This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.)
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