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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by the Sacramento River Discovery Charter School under the authority of Education Code (EC) Section 47612.6 to waive EC 47612.5(c) the audit penalty for offering fewer than the minimum required number of annual instructional minutes in the 2004-05 fiscal year for grades 9-12 in charter schools (shortfall of 3,300 minutes).
Waiver Number: 10-3-2006
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the Sacramento River Discovery Charter School (SRDCS) increase its offering of annual instructional minutes in 2006-07 and 2007-08 as reflected in Attachment 1.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


EC Section 47612.6, as added by Assembly Bill 1610 (Chapter 543, Statutes of 2006), created a new waiver authority which allows the State Board of Education (SBE) to waive (for charter schools) the fiscal penalty for offering fewer than the minimum required number of annual instructional minutes. A waiver request may be approved only if the affected charter school agrees both to:

· Increase the number of instructional minutes it offers (above the required level) by at least the amount of the shortfall; and

· Maintain the increased number of instructional minutes for twice as many years as the period of the shortfall.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


An audit of the SRDCS for 2004-05 found that the school offered 3,300 fewer annual instructional minutes than are required by EC Section 47612.5(a). In exchange for waiving the fiscal penalty, the school’s original application proposed to make up the shortfall (and actually exceed it somewhat) in 2006-07 and 2007-08. However, the proposal was to add the minutes largely to physical education and “focus groups.” It was also discovered that the 2005 Academic Performance Index for the charter was only 640, and had actually dropped between 2004 and 2005.
The California Department of Education (CDE) staff contacted the school and suggested another alternative under which the additional minutes would be allocated roughly in proportion to the school’s actual (2005-06) distribution of instructional time among courses and activities. In other words, CDE staff proposed that a portion of the additional minutes be allocated to core subjects as well as to other school activities. 

SRDCS staff prepared a slight adjustment to the CDE staff proposal that retained the general intent. In total, the additional minutes in the school-proposed compromise exceed the minimum required (3,300) by 150 annual minutes, and 15 minutes per day (Monday through Thursday) are added to academic periods. 
CDE staff recommend this proposed compromise as the condition for approval of the waiver (see Attachment 1). The school has also provided the school calendar and the class schedule as revised (see Attachments 4 and 5).
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 47612.6
Period of request: August 2004 to June 2005 (when shortfall occurred)

July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2008 (when condition will be fulfilled)
Local board approval date(s): March 2, 2006
Public hearing held on date(s): March 2, 2006
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of this waiver request would relieve the SRDCS of a fiscal penalty of approximately $12,200, or about 2.3 percent of the school’s 2004-05 general purpose entitlement ($538,098). The overall effect on state expenditures would be negligible. 
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for Web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or SBE Office. 
Attachment 1: SRDCS Annual Instructional Minutes (Compromise

  Proposal 2006-07 and 2007-07 (1 Page)

Attachment 2: Specific Waiver Request (2 Pages)
Attachment 3: Audit Finding 2004-05 Fiscal Year (1 Page)
Attachment 4: Proposed Calendar and 2006-07 and 2007-08 (1 Page)
Attachment 5: Proposed Class Schedule (1 Page)  

	SACRAMENTO RIVER DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL

	ANNUAL INSTRUCTIONAL MINUTES

	Compromise Proposal for 2006-07 and 2007-08


	Class/Activity
	Actual Minutes,
2005-06
	Percentage Distribution
	Compromise
Proposal,

2006-07 and
2007-08
	Percentage Distribution

	Monday - Thursday Schedule

	Homeroom
	15
	3.3%
	12
	2.5%

	Period A/D
	110
	24.1%
	115
	24.1%

	Period B/E
	110
	24.1%
	115
	24.1%

	Period C/F
	110
	24.1%
	115
	24.1%

	PE
	50
	10.9%
	53
	11.1%

	Minutes/Day
	395
	 
	410
	

	Number of Days
	145
	 
	143
	

	Annual Total
	57,275
	 
	58,630
	

	Friday Schedule

	Homeroom
	60
	3.2%
	60
	3.3%

	Focus Groups
	120
	6.3%
	140
	7.6%

	PE
	60
	3.2%
	60
	3.3%

	Minutes/Day
	240
	 
	260
	

	Number of Days
	35
	 
	37
	

	Annual Total
	8,400
	 
	9,620
	

	
	
	 
	
	

	Field Trips
	540
	0.8%
	0
	--

	
	
	
	
	

	Grand Total

	Annual Total
	66,215
	100.0%
	68,250
	100.0%

	
	
	
	
	

	Required Minutes
	
	
	64,800
	

	2004-05 Shortfall
	
	
	3,300
	

	Minimum Target
	
	
	68,100
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Compromise Proposal Above Minimum Target
	150
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