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	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Approval of Contract and Scope of Work
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program Contract and Scope of Work.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE authorized the release of the Request for Submission (RFS) for the STAR Program at its July 2005 meeting. The RFS specified issuance of a four-year contract (January 2006 through December 2009) contingent on the annual budget process for administering the STAR Program for the 2006-07, 2007-08, and 2008-09 school years. 

The contract included five of the six STAR Program tests; three continuing and two new ones. The continuing tests included in this RFS are: the California Standards Tests (CSTs) for grades two through eleven; the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) for students with significant cognitive disabilities in grades two through eleven; and a national norm-referenced test (NRT) for grades three and seven. The two new tests are the Standards-based Test in Spanish (STS) for grades two through eleven and the California Modified Assessment (CMA). (The Aprenda 3 is part of the STAR Program but is supported through a separate contract.)

The State Superintendent, after considering CDE’s review and report of all submissions, recommended that the SBE designate Educational Testing Service (ETS) with the California Achievement Test, Sixth Edition (CAT/6) as the nationally-normed test for the next three years and reject all other submissions.

At its November meeting, the SBE moved to designate the submission of ETS with the California Achievement Test, Sixth Edition (CAT/6) as the nationally-normed test for the next three years and reject all other submissions. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION . . . (Cont.)


The SBE’s first motion included the following:

“This designation is expressly conditioned on ETS meeting each of the stated conditions that follow. If these conditions are not satisfied by the January 2006 State Board meeting, the State Board gives notice that it is expressly reserving its right to rescind this designation and select another submission at the January meeting. The conditions to be met are as follows:

1. A draft contract and scope of work to which the parties will have reached substantial agreement shall be presented at the January 2006 State Board meeting. The contract shall be executed shortly thereafter with the approval of the State Board President or her designee and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction or his designee.

2. In no event shall the contract price exceed the amount that is estimated to be included in the annual Budget Act, based on the cost of the current Statewide STAR Program, and it is the intent of the State Board that the cost be less than that amount.

3. The contract scope of work must provide a specific commitment that in addition to the current executive director of the STAR Program, ETS will include a senior decision-making person in Sacramento to serve as a designated liaison to the State Board for purposes of facilitating timely policy discussions. 

Further, the State Board reserves the right to extend the ETS designation for three additional years through December 31, 2011, subject to an evaluation of the overall quality of the STAR Program.”

The SBE’s second motion included the following:

“Move that the State Board accept the recommendations of ETS with respect to Cluster Scores, Expedited return of results and Exemplars with the caveat noted in Ms. Belisle’s memorandum that ETS include the Assessment Review Panels in the development of exemplars.

As to methods to assist schools and districts analyze grade-level and course results, ETS is to work with Department and Board staff and Board consultants to develop a proposal to be included in the scope of work at the January 2006, State Board meeting.”

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


State law requires that the STAR contract be approved by the SBE, CDE, and the Department of Finance. Representatives each have been meeting regularly with the 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (cont.)


ETS since the November SBE meeting to negotiate the final contract and scope of work. Items included in the negotiation include the following:

1. A senior decision-making person in Sacramento to serve as a designated liaison to the SBE for purposes of facilitating timely policy discussions.

2. Longitudinally comparable test scores.

3. Further discussion on helping schools and districts analyze grade level and course results.

4. Further discussion of the California State University Early Assessment Program.

5. Further discussion on the suggestion for a pilot for computer based testing.

6. Discussion on shortening the test window.

7. Addition of writing prompt development.

8. Increased time for both item development and Assessment Review Panel meetings to review items.

9. Further discussion on a communication strategy for released test questions.

10. Addition of recommendations regarding Grade 3 ELA testing.

11. Provision of web-based data in extensible markup language (XML) format. XML is a file format that offers flexibility when transferring data.
12. Discussion of incorporating current parent and teacher reports.

13. Implications of the CDE’s additional contract language on Web site requirements.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Funding of $12 million for the first year of the transition period of the contract is included in the 2005-06 budget. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


The draft contract, scope of work, and budget will be provided as a last minute memorandum.
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