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	SUBJECT

Independent Evaluation of Standards and Assessment Program: Request for Proposals
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the Request for Proposals (RFP) for an independent evaluation those of its assessment systems that are required for federal Title I accountability, including the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program and the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) program. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The California 2005-06 budget appropriated $2,000,000 from Federal Title I funds to contract for an independent evaluation to determine whether California has met the assessment requirements of NCLB relating to commonly accepted professional standards for validity and reliability of large scale assessments when used for statewide accountability programs. The expenditure of these funds is contingent on approval by the SBE and the Department of Finance. 

The RFP will invite submissions for an independent alignment study of California's standards and assessments system, the development of aligned descriptors for achievement standards, an evaluation of the effects of variations, modifications and accommodations on the constructs being assessed, and an external audit of the extent to which the assessment program contractor's implementation of California's assessment program meets NCLB requirements.

The NCLB reformed Federal educational programs to require states to establish challenging standards, develop aligned assessments, and build accountability systems for districts and schools. California’s Assessment System was designed and implemented before NCLB became law. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


To determine whether States have met NCLB standards and assessments requirements, the United States Department of Education (ED) is using a peer review process. The peer review examines evidence compiled and submitted by each State that is intended to show that its assessment system meets NCLB requirements. Such evidence may include, but is not limited to, results from independent evaluation studies.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the contract (up to $2,000,000) are contained in the 2005-06 State budget. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


A copy of the Request for Proposals will be provided as a last minute memorandum.
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