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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
March 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Lemoore Union High School District for Yokuts Continuation High School in the High Priority Schools Grant Program (HPSGP), to waive Education Code (EC) Section 52055.650, the assignment of a School Assistance and Intervention Team (SAIT) for failing to meet growth, and California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5, Section 1030.8, (the significant growth calculation). Also the district is requesting to waive the timelines in EC 52055.650(e)(1)(C) for the SAIT process. 

Waiver Number: 3-12-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

Denial of the request to waive CCR, Title 5, Section 1030.8 and the assignment of a SAIT based on EC Section 33051(a)(1), the education needs of the pupils are not adequately addressed. 

Approved the timeline waiver on the condition the SAIT timelines are completed by June 30, 2006.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Yokuts High School in Lemoore Union School District was deemed state-monitored at the November 2005 State Board of Education (SBE) meeting. The school was missing a valid API in at least one year and failed to demonstrate growth when alternative growth criteria were applied.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Yokuts High School was awarded a High Priority Schools Grant Program (HPSGP) grant for the 2001-2002 school year and as a consequence agreed to meet specific accountability requirements. An HPSGP school has to make at least significant growth, as determined by the SBE, or face sanctions as described in paragraphs (1) or (2) in EC Section 52055.650. Significant growth for HPSGP schools is defined as making 10 API points of combined growth over three years and positive growth in two of the three years. Because Yokuts High School was missing API data in all but one of the three years, it was necessary to apply the alternative growth criteria (defined in Section 1030.8 of the Title 5) in order to determine whether the school had made significant growth. A school participating in the HPSGP without a valid API score pursuant to EC Section 52052(f) in at least one out of three years demonstrates academic growth equivalent to significant growth for purposes of EC Section 52055.650 

when the school’s weighted average percent proficient across all California Standards Tests in (a) English/language arts and (b) mathematics increased by at least two percentage points over the prior three year period. When the alternative growth criteria were applied Yokuts High School failed to make significant growth in either the English language arts or the mathematics category (see Attachment 2).  

Lemoore Union High School District states that no API score was available for the Yokuts High School in three of the four years of its HPSGP participation (beginning in 2001-2002) due to its Alternative Schools Accountability Model (ASAM) status and small student population. API growth reports do include ASAM schools starting with the API growth report for 2002-2003, and Yokuts did receive an API score of 349 for that year, as they tested more than 11 students. The school received no API score for all other relevant years (2001-2002, 2003-2004, and 2004-2005) because they tested fewer than 11 students. The district requests that the SBE waive Yokuts’ participation in the state-monitoring process because of the unique attributes of a small continuation school and the impact of the ASAM on the interpretation of API results.

Due to the very small student population, a review of API scores for Yokuts was not possible. Therefore, the alternative growth criteria were applied, with the result that the school failed to make significant growth (Attachment 1). A SAIT team could address the reasons for this and help the school to improve its student achievement, so the CDE recommends denial of the request to waive Title 5 regulations and the EC which requires the assignment of a SAIT team based on EC Section 33051(a)(1), “the education needs of the pupils are not adequately addressed.” 

CDE also recommends approval of a timeline waiver to allow the school and district to contract with a SAIT to support the school in improving student achievement. This timeline must be completed by June 30 2006.

Authority for Waiver: (EC) Section 33050

Period of request: CDE only approves only the timeline waiver from December 2005 to June 30, 2006

Local board approval date(s): 12-15-05 

Public hearing held on date(s): 12-15-05

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 11-15-05

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: 

Lemoore Federation of Teachers, Mike Vorhees, President
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) 
Advisory committee(s) consulted: The Yokuts High Advisory Council    
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 12-10-05

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


If the waiver is approved, funds which might otherwise be available to support the SAIT process would not be allocated to this school.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   

Attachment 1 - General Waiver Request (6 pages)

Attachment 2 - Results of Application of Alternative Growth Criteria for Yokuts Continuation High School, Lemoore Union High School (1 page)
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