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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2006 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Including, but not limited to, program update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Testing

Most school districts in session on March 7, took the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) California Standards Tests in Writing which is a part of the California Standards Test (CST) in English-language arts (ELA). The writing test will be offered again on May 2, to those schools not in session in March. School districts have been administering the STAR CSTs in ELA, mathematics, science, and history-social science, the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition (CAT/6 Survey), and the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) since late February and will continue until August. 
School districts have also been administering the Aprenda, La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3), the new designated primary language test, since late February and will conclude testing in May. There have been some challenges in transitioning between the former test, the Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2) and the Aprenda 3. The CDE has been working closely with Harcourt Assessment, Inc. to resolve these challenges. 
Development of the California Modified Assessment (CMA)
The CDE expects to present CMA blueprints for grades two through five in ELA and mathematics and for grades five and eight in science to the SBE for review and preliminary approval in July 2006. The CMA Assessment Review Panels (ARPs) have 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


been meeting to develop the blueprints. The task has been more difficult than usual because the federal regulations are only proposed and have not been finalized. After the SBE approves the preliminary blueprints, the contractor will hold focus groups around the state as required in their scope of work. The blueprints will be brought back to the SBE with any proposed changes for final approval.
Once the blueprints are approved by the SBE, the contractor will begin item writing. Field testing is anticipated for 2007. Blueprints for grades six through eleven will be developed in 2006-07. 
California Standards Tests
The ELA and mathematics ARPs met in April, and the science ARP will meet in May, to review field-test items for 2007.
Standards Tests in Spanish (STS)
The SBE has approved STS blueprints in reading/language arts and mathematics for grades two, three, and four. The STS ARPs have been meeting to review items to field test in fall 2006. They are also finalizing the blueprints for reading/language arts and mathematics in grades five, six, and seven to bring to the SBE in July. Grades two, three, and four are expected to be operational in spring 2007. At this time, the Aprenda 3 will not be given in these grades.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with Harcourt Assessment, Inc. for the Aprenda 3 and Educational Testing Service for the CSTs, Standards-based Tests in Spanish, CAPA, and CMA.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.







