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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2006 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

School Accountability Report Card: Improving the Readability of the Template and Data Definitions for the 2006-07 School Year
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but no action is recommended at this time.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) annually approves the School Accountability Report Card (SARC) template and associated data definitions in accordance with the requirements of state and federal laws. In May 2005, the SBE approved a SARC template and data definitions that were used for SARCs published during the 2005-06 school year. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Each year, the CDE prepares for SBE approval a model template containing all the SARC reporting elements that are required by state and federal laws. LEAs may use the model template or may design their own report cards as long as all legally required information is included.

Over time, the SARC template has grown to include nearly 60 separate data elements and has become difficult for its intended audience of parents and community members to read and understand. In his 2006 State of Education address, Superintendent O’Connell made improving the readability of the SARC a top priority. 
To accomplish that goal, a meeting of interested stakeholders was convened by the Hewlett Foundation, in conjunction with the CDE, in January 2006. Since then, three working groups have met regularly to discuss the following areas of the SARC:  readability, executive summary or streamlining, and common release date (i.e. deadline for publishing SARCs). 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The CDE will propose a SARC template and data definitions to the SBE in July 2006. The proposed template will significantly differ from the current version in terms of its organization, its format and presentation of data, and its narrative descriptions of data 
elements. The proposed template will also include an executive summary comprised of about 20 elements designed to provide a quick, snapshot of school accountability.  
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is minimal CDE cost to develop a proposed template.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
