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	SUBJECT

Reading First: Proposed Round 4 Grant Awards
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the list of local educational agencies (LEAs) shown in Attachment 1 for funding for Round 4 of the Reading First Program.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE has approved three previous rounds of Reading First Grants. Currently, there are 110 LEAs that have received grants. In all, 820 schools and approximately 19,000 teachers are being served in the Reading First Program. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The state plan for Reading First identifies the SBE as the lead state educational agency (SEA) for the California Reading First Programs and requires the SBE to approve district applications for funding. Reading First is a federally funded program established in 2002 under the No Child Left Behind Act. The purpose of the program is to enable all students to become successful early readers by promoting high-quality, evidence-based reading instruction for students in kindergarten through third grade. 
The California Reading First Plan builds on the SBE’s commitment to a standards-based instructional system that includes rigorous academic content standards in English-language arts, adherence to guidance provided by the Reading/Language Arts Framework, and the adoption of reading/language arts instructional materials that are research-based and aligned to the English-Language Arts Content Standards. The California Reading First plan places emphasis in three key areas to assist Reading First districts including: (1) implementing research-based, state-adopted reading programs;   (2) the appropriate use of assessments to monitor student progress and inform instruction; and (3) ongoing professional development for teachers and principals. The California Reading First Plan targets funding and technical assistance resources in districts with 1,000 or more, or 40 percent or more second and third grade students scoring “below basic” and “far below basic” on the California Standards Test (CST). 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The Budget Act of 2005 set aside $6.5 million in funds for Round 4 Reading First districts.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Reading First Round 4: Local Educational Agencies Recommended for Funding (1 Page) 

Reading First Round 4
Local Educational Agencies Recommended for Funding

	County
	Local Educational Agency



	
	

	Colusa
	Colusa Unified School District



	Kings
	Corcoran Joint Unified School District



	Los Angeles
	Eastside Union Elementary School District



	Sonoma
	Healdsburg Unified School District



	Riverside
	Hemet Unified School District



	Monterey
	North Monterey County Unified School District



	Tulare
	Pleasant View Elementary School District



	Mendocino
	Round Valley Unified School District



	Imperial
	San Pasqual Valley Unified School District



	Tulare
	Stone Corral Elementary School District



	Solano
	Vallejo City Unified School District



	Fresno
	West Fresno Elementary School District




