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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Sacramento City Unified School District for Burbank High School in Cohort I of the High Priority Schools Grant Program (HPSGP) to waive: 1) the assignment of a School Assistance and Intervention Team (SAIT) described in Education Code (EC) Section 52055.650 (e) (1) and California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 5, Section 1030.8, or 2) the timelines for initiating the SAIT process as stipulated in EC 52055.650 (e)(1)(C). 

Waiver Number: 1-2-2006
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

Pending: Recommendation on the waiver of the SAIT for Luther Burbank High School will be made at the May 2006 State Board of Education (SBE) meeting. 
If the SAIT request is denied, the request to extend the timelines for initiating the SAIT process is recommended for approval on the condition that the timeline requirements are completed by September 30, 2006.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Several waivers requesting the SAIT process be waived have been before the SBE, the majority have been denied, however in all cases of denial, the timeline waivers have been approved for those same districts and schools by the SBE. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Luther Burbank High School was awarded a HPSGP grant for the 2001-02 school year and as a consequence agreed to meet specific accountability requirements. An HPSGP school has to make at least significant growth, as determined by the SBE, or face sanctions as described in paragraphs (1) or (2) in EC Section 52055.650. Significant growth for HPSGP schools is defined as making ten API points of combined growth over three years and positive growth in two of the three years. 
Luther Burbank High School made 35 API points growth in 2004 and five API points growth in 2005. However, because the school was missing API data in 2003 it was necessary to apply the alternative growth criteria. CCR, Title 5 regulations require that a school participating in HPSGP without a valid API in any year is subject to the Alternative Growth Criteria. 

In order to demonstrate alternative growth a school’s weighted average percent proficient across all California Standards Tests in both English/Language Arts and mathematics must increase by at least two percentage points over the prior three year period. When this test was applied, Luther Burbank High School failed to make the required points and became state-monitored. (See Attachment 1)
The district argues that since the school would have made “significant growth” as defined for the HPSGP using the data from 2004 and 2005 only, the alternative growth criteria should not be applied and the school should not be state-monitored. 

Second, the district views the efforts of a SAIT as redundant to a number of initiatives that are underway as part of a Program Improvement Year 4 restructuring effort, including small learning communities, intervention courses, and after school support for all students. (See pages 5-8 in the General Waiver Request.) The district cites a positive review of sufficiency of instructional materials for the school (Williams settlement). The school presented evidence that the ninth and tenth grade English/Language Arts and mathematics programs currently embed many of the Essential Program Components (EPC) of an effective academic program. 
However, the opinion of the California Department of Education (CDE) is that the work of the SAIT team will bring a sharper focus to the implementation of the EPCs, especially around issues of strategic and intensive intervention where it is not clear that the school is implementing interventions with fidelity to the state definitions for “benchmark”, “strategic” and “intensive” interventions. The work of a SAIT could complement the other reform initiatives underway at the school and accelerate the school’s progress toward moving out of state-monitored status.
In another May 2006 SBE item, the CDE is seeking approval to start rulemaking to change CCR, Title 5 regulations governing the HPSGP. Should these regulations be approved, Luther Burbank High School would qualify as having made significant growth. Thus, the CDE declines to recommend for either approval or denial on the waiver application until the SBE acts on the rulemaking proposal. However, the CDE recommends approval of the timeline waiver. This would allow the district extended time to initiate the SAIT process on condition that timeline requirements are completed by September 30, 2006.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 11/09/05 - 6/30/06 Request for waiving of SAIT process

          11/09/05 - 9/30/06 CDE recommendation for timeline waiver 
Local board approval date(s): Timeline Extension -12/15/05 
         Exemption from SAIT Process - 02/9/06

Public hearing held on date(s): Timeline Extension - 12/15/05
           Exemption from SAIT - 02/02/06
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): Timeline Extension - 12/15/05 
     Exemption from SAIT-– 1/3/06

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: 

SCTA – Marcy Launey

SEIU – Ulysses Maddison

UPE- Harriet Young

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) –District Web Site
Advisory committee(s) consulted: The Burbank High School Site Council;  


                District wide Advisory Council

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: Burbank High School Site Council- 12/13/05 & 1/31/06

           District Advisory Council - 2/01/06
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


As a state-monitored HPSGP school that has completed its implementation funding, Luther Burbank High School is receiving $176,720 as its final 20 percent funding. Because it is state-monitored, the school will receive an additional $100,000 for the SAIT and $338,400 to implement SAIT corrective actions in 2005-06. 
Should the Luther Burbank High School waiver be approved, instead of the $438,400 in state-monitoring funds, the school will receive its fourth year of HPSGP funding at $400 per student for a total of $902,400.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   
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