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	SUBJECT

U.S. Department of Education Peer Review: Update and Approval of Policy Definitions


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the policy definitions to guide the development of the performance level descriptors and take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the September 2006 SBE meeting, the CDE provided an update of the 2006 Peer Review process conducted by the U.S. Department of Education (ED). During the 2006 peer review process, the ED noted that the SBE had not officially approved the achievement standards (i.e., cut scores) for the CAHSEE. To address this concern, the SBE officially adopted the achievement standards for the CAHSEE at the September 2006 SBE meeting.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The ED is using a peer review process to determine whether states have met No Child Left Behind (NCLB) standards and assessment requirements. The peer review process examines evidence submitted by each state that is intended to show that its assessment system meets NCLB requirements. The Standards and Assessment Division, CDE, assembled the required evidence and submitted it for peer review that took place in May 2006. The ED notified the CDE and the SBE staff of the results in late June. According to the ED, additional evidence is necessary for California to meet statutory and regulatory requirements. The current status of the California Standards and Assessment System is "Approval Pending" – a) mandatory oversight status. 

In response, the CDE and the SBE supplied additional evidence to reconsider California's status as well as a plan and timeline to address the issues identified in the peer review. The CDE is awaiting a response from the ED regarding reconsideration. As required by the ED, the CDE submitted the September Bi-Monthly Report to the ED (Attachment 1).

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)________________________________________
The CDE is implementing the plan and timeline submitted to the ED in August. The CDE issued a request for proposals (RFP) in August to conduct much of the work necessary to meet the plan and timeline submitted to the ED. The CDE has issued an intent-to-award the contract to the Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) and expects the contract to be finalized in October. One of the major project deliverables is the development of aligned performance level descriptors (PLDs) for the academic achievement standards by grade and subject assessed in the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) and the California Standards Tests (CSTs). In order to inform the development of the PLDs, the CDE is requesting the SBE adopt policy definitions. Policy definitions should describe what the CDE and the SBE expect a student to know and be able to demonstrate at each performance level. Policy definitions are not specific to grade, subject, or assessment. The policy definition will be supplied to HumRRO to guide the development of the PLDs.
The CDE will provide a recommendation regarding the policy definitions for adoption by SBE as a last minute memorandum.
· 
· 
· 
· 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the alignment study and development of performance level descriptors are included in the contract the CDE intends to award to HumRRO, for the California Standards and Assessment System Independent Evaluation. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  Bi-Monthly Report California Standards and Assessment System September, 2006 (3 Pages)
The proposed policy definitions will be provided as a last minute memorandum.
Bi-Monthly Report

California Standards and Assessment System

September, 2006

2.0 Academic Achievement Standards

1. Performance level descriptors (PLDs) that differentiate among three levels of proficiency for mathematics, English-language arts, and science
a. August – September, 2006 – The California Department of Education (CDE) and State Board of Education (SBE) staff are in the process of developing policy level definitions and aim to have them completed prior to the start of the Independent Evaluation Contract in late October (See 5.0(1)(b)).
b. September – November, 2006 – The current test contractor for the California Standards Tests (CSTs) is in the process of generating item maps at the strand level for each content area and exemplars to be submitted to CDE for use in further PLD development. 
c. November – December, 2006 - With the award of the Independent Evaluation Contract expected in late October (See 5.0(1)(b)), the CDE is on target to convene a panel to develop draft PLDs for mathematics, English-language arts, and science.

d. March, 2007 - With the award of the Independent Evaluation Contract expected in late October (See 5.0(1)(b)), the CDE is on target to submit PLDs to the SBE in March, 2007, for adoption.
2. Official SBE adoption of the achievement standards for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE)

a. September, 2006 (Task completed.) – The achievement standards were formally adopted by the SBE at its September 6, 2006 meeting (See September, SBE Item 9). 

5.0 Alignment

1. An external, impartial alignment study of the CSTs and the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) to academic content and achievement standards

a. August, 2006 (Task completed.) – The CDE released a Request for Proposals (RFP) with the following components:
i. An external, impartial alignment study of the CST and the CAPA

ii. Procedures for ongoing monitoring of assessment system

iii. Development of PLDs that differentiate among three levels of proficiency for mathematics, English-language arts, and science

b. October, 2006 – CDE is currently on target to award a contract to Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) by the end of October. HumRRO was the only company to submit a proposal in response to CDE's RFP. HumRRO's proposal met the technical requirements outlined by CDE. 

c. Contract deliverables outlined in the HumRRO proposal:

i. February, 2007 – Final version of the alignment study

ii. February, 2007 – Plan for ongoing monitoring of alignment

iii. December, 2006 – Draft PLDs delivered to CDE

2. A plan that addresses the gaps identified by the alignment study (including the External Evaluation of the CAHSEE)

a. CAHSEE

i. Ongoing beginning September 2005, CDE and Educational Testing Services (ETS) discussed results of the CAHSEE alignment study.
ii. November, 2006 – CDE is on tract to provide a description of the work already conducted to address the gaps identified in the CAHSEE alignment study as well as any future steps that may need to be taken in the next bi-monthly report.

b. CST and CAPA

i. February, 2007 – With the award of the Independent Evaluation Contract expected in late October (See 5.0(1)(b)), CDE is on target to have the alignment study complete by February, 2007.

ii. March, 2007 - With the award of the Independent Evaluation Contract expected in late October (See 5.0(1)(b)), the CDE is on target to provide a plan to address any gaps identified in the CST/CAPA alignment study in the March 2007, bi-monthly report.

3. Procedure to review and maintain alignment of the assessment system

i. February, 2007 – With the award of the Independent Evaluation Contract expected in late October (See 5.0(1)(b)), CDE is on target to have the CST/CAPA alignment report containing a plan for the ongoing review and maintenance of the alignment of the assessment system delivered in February, 2007.

ii. May, 2007 – With the award of the Independent Evaluation Contract expected in late October (See 5.0(1)(b)), CDE is on target to provide a plan for the ongoing review and maintenance of the alignment of the assessment system by May, 2007.
iii. Education Code Section 60855 requires a multiyear independent evaluation of the CAHSEE, including regular biennial reports by February 1 of even-numbered years. The current contract for this work expires in December, 2007. CDE is scheduled to release a RFP to continue this work in the summer of 2007. The contractor for these reports will be required to conduct and report on an alignment study. Results of these studies will be provided on an ongoing basis to the test contractor for item development and to the technical advisory group (TAG) and item review panel for monitoring.
