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	SUBJECT

Proposed changes to be included in the California School Information Services (CSIS) Data Dictionary, Version 8.0
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the proposed changes to the CSIS Data Dictionary, Version 8.0.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Consistent with Education Code 49083, CSIS “shall submit to the State Board of Education a plan to administer, coordinate, and manage the development and implementation of an electronic statewide school information system” and that this plan “shall be updated with State Board of Education approval annually.” Each year the CSIS Program must update its data dictionary, prior to scheduled data collections, to include modifications necessary for state reporting and records transfer. The SBE has previously approved CSIS Data Dictionary Versions 1.0 – 7.0.1
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In the 1997 Budget Act (AB 107, Chapter 282, Statutes of 1997) the California Legislature authorized and funded the California School Information Services (CSIS) Program. The CSIS Program was permanently authorized in 1999 by AB 1115 (Chapter 78, Statutes of 1999) which added sections 49080 – 49083 to the California Education Code. CSIS’ statutory mission is to achieve the following high level goals:
· Build the capacity of local education agencies to implement and maintain comparable, effective and efficient pupil information systems that will support their daily program needs, assist local education agencies (LEAs) in improving the outcomes of pupils, and promote the use of information for educational decision making by school site, district office, and county staff;

· Enable the accurate and timely exchange of pupil transcripts between local education agencies and to postsecondary institutions; and
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)__________________________________
· Assist LEAs to transmit state and federal reports electronically to the California Department of Education, thereby reducing the reporting burden of local education agency staff.

Participation in CSIS State Reporting is voluntary however, beginning September 2006, official student enrollment counts will be collected through the Annual SSID Maintenance process rather than through the CBEDS process (see letter at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cs/ssidltr0906.asp). There are currently about 260 LEAs participating in CSIS State Reporting which represents 55% of public school students in California. Under the State Reporting program, LEAs submit teacher and student-level data elements to CSIS. CSIS applies CDE business rules to aggregate the data into five state reports: three California Basic Education Data System (CBEDS) reports, the Language Census (LCEN), and the Student National Origin Report (SNOR). The CDE then combines the reports received from CSIS with aggregate reports received from all other non-CSIS LEAs to produce statewide reports.  
The CSIS Data Dictionary lists the data elements that will be transferred electronically from an LEA through CSIS to the CDE, and among LEAs. The Data Dictionary also defines data that are transmitted to ED in compliance with NCLB reporting requirements. The CSIS Data Dictionary is a collection of descriptions of the items of information, or data elements which helps to ensure that information exchanged between entities is commonly defined. The CSIS Data Dictionary is used by participating LEAs, CSIS, CDE staff and software companies that produce student information systems.

Attachment 1 is a summary of the proposed CSIS Data Dictionary changes from Version 7.0.1 to 8.0. The changes fall into the following categories:

· Deletion of elements no longer necessary
· Clarifications to data element definitions
· Modification or clarifications of codes
The draft Data Dictionary will be posted on the CSIS Web site for review at http://www.csis.k12,ca.us/library/reporting-requirements/ . The document will be posted by October 16, 2006.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is minimal CDE, LEA and vendor costs associated with disseminating Data Dictionary changes, modifying software, and populating these data elements in local school information systems.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Summary of Data Dictionary Changes from Version 7.0.1 to 8.0 (5 Pages)
