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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
November 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Glenn County Office of Education for a waiver of portions of Education Code (EC) sections 35705 and 35706 regarding the 60 and 120 day timelines for a public hearing and decision by the County Committee on District Reorganization after receipt of a unification petition on March 17, 2006.
Waiver Number: 19-7-2006
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the waiver applies only to the unification petition received on March 17, 2006 from Hamilton Union HSD.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) previously has waived timelines for actions by a county committee on school district organization. The most recent action was approval, at the January 12, 2006, meeting of the SBE, of a request by the Los Angeles County Office of Education to waive the 120-day timeline to approve or disapprove a district reorganization proposal.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC sections 35705 and 35706 provide timelines for county committees on school district organization to hold public hearings and take action on school district organization proposals. On March 17, 2006, the Glenn County Committee on School District Organization (County Committee) received a proposal for unification of the Hamilton Union High School District (UHSD). The County Committee held the first of two required public hearings for this proposal on April 25, 2006. However, before the second required public hearing could be held, there was a fatal accident involving Hamilton High School students. The accident was a traumatic experience for the small Hamilton High School community. To allow time for the community to recover, the County Committee delayed completing its required actions for the unification proposal. 
The County Committee has since held all public hearings and, on September 20, 2006, recommended that the SBE approve the unification proposal for the Hamilton UHSD. Because of the delay due to the accident, these actions were not completed within the timelines required by EC sections 35705 and 35706. The Glenn County Office of Education requests that the SBE retroactively waive the timelines to remove any potential concerns that the unification proposal was not processed according to legal standards.
The California Department of Education recommends that the SBE approve the waiver. All local processing of the unification proposal is now completed. Approval of the waiver will allow all affected parties to focus solely on the merits of the unification proposal.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: June 2006 to January 2007
Local board approval date(s): July 19, 2006
Public hearing held on date(s): July 19, 2006
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): (1) Hamilton High Teachers Association 10/16/06, (2) CSEA-HUHSD 10/16/06, (3) Hamilton Elementary Teachers Association 10/16/06, (4) HUESD-CSEA 10/16/06, (5) CTA 10/18/06, (6) Psychologist Unit 10/18/06, (7) CSEA 10/18/06. 
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: (1) HHTA-Leslie Anderson (2) CSEA-Tom Ficik, (3) Maria Elena Alvarez, (4) Fred Brand, (5) Judy Holzapfel, President of CTA, (6) Debbie Blake, President of the Psychologist Unit, and (7) Marcy Kendrick, President CSEA.
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Glenn County Committee on District Organization, 
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: September 20, 2006
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of the waiver will have no fiscal effect on any local or state agency since all local actions regarding the unification proposal have been completed. Failure to approve the waiver may result in local agencies restarting the process and duplicating previous actions—in turn, duplicating the costs associated with those actions. 
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for Web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.  
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