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Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Report of the 2006 Results
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	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


California Education Code Section 60641(b) specifies that the CDE shall make the grade, school, school district, and state STAR results available on the Internet by August 15 of each year. The STAR Program includes four components:
· California Standards Tests (CSTs)

· California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) 
· California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) 
· Aprenda: La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3)
There are two changes between the program results reported for spring 2005 and those for spring 2006: 1) Grade 8 science and Grade 10 life science CSTs were added to the STAR and administered for the first time during spring 2006, and 2) the Aprenda 3 replaced the Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2) as the designated primary language test. A new requirement to administer the Aprenda 3 to all Spanish-speaking English learners receiving instruction in Spanish was also in affect during spring 2006. Formerly, it was only required that English learners who had been in the country less than 12 months take the designated primary language test. No other changes affected the spring 2006 administration. 
The CSTs are the core of California’s assessment and accountability systems for schools and districts. CST and CAPA results are the major components used for calculating each school’s Academic Performance Index (API). These results are also used for determining if elementary and middle schools are making adequate yearly progress in helping all students become proficient on the state’s academic content standards as required by the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001. The grade ten CAPA results are used in conjunction with California High School Exit 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Examination (CAHSEE) results to meet the NCLB high school requirement. 

The 2006 school, school district, county, and state results, including more than 4.7 million students, were released on the Internet on Tuesday, August 15. The results showed steady improvement over last year, particularly in English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics. Forty-two percent of students statewide scored proficient or advanced in ELA, an increase of two percent from last year and seven percent from 2003. Forty percent of students statewide scored proficient or advanced in mathematics, an increase of two percent from last year and five percent from 2003. Students in grades two and three each improved by five percent from last year in ELA. The numbers of students taking Algebra I, geometry, and Algebra II and earth science, biology, and chemistry also increased significantly. African-American, Latino, and economically disadvantaged students, as well as students with disabilities and English learners, are still scoring far below other students.
This first release did not include results for approximately 30,000 students in five districts that have approved SBE waivers to operate non-standard school years that span two fiscal years. These five districts completed testing during August, and their results will be posted on or about September 18. The five districts are Fresno Unified, Long Beach Unified, Oxnard Elementary, Stockton Unified, and Tracy Unified. Districts have the option of correcting incorrect student demographic data that was submitted by them. The data correction process will be completed by the end of October, and final 2006 results will be posted on the Internet during December.
Districts began receiving the 2006 STAR reports of results the week of July 3 with delivery of the STAR Student Reports beginning about three weeks later. Except for the parents/guardians of students in the five late testing districts, parents/guardians should receive the student reports by mid-August. Post-test workshops for district STAR coordinators are being held during August to present information on the interpretation and use of the test results. Educational Testing Service and the CDE also will present a post-test Web cast on Friday, September 1, that all district STAR coordinators may access. The Web cast is archived and available for coordinators, administrators, teachers, and others to use.
School districts began receiving the Aprenda 3 2006 reports of results the week of August 7. Approximately 86,000 students in 604 school districts were administered this new test.
State, county, district, and school results for all tests within the Program are available at http://star.cde.ca.gov.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All program costs associated with releasing the results are funded under the CDE contracts for the STAR Program.
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STATE SCHOOLS CHIEF JACK O'CONNELL RELEASES 2006 STAR PROGRAM RESULTS SHOWING SIGNIFICANT GAINS ACROSS THE BOARD 
Glendale/San Francisco – State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell today released results of the 2006 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program that show California students remain on a steady trajectory of improved student achievement. 

Forty-two percent of students statewide scored at the proficient or advanced level in English-language arts, an increase of 2 percent over last year, while 40 percent of students scored at the proficient or advanced level in mathematics, an increase of 2    percent over last year.

Since 2003 when all state tests were completely aligned to state standards for the first time, the number of California students who scored proficient and above in English-language arts has grown by 7 percent, and the number of students who scored proficient or above in mathematics grew by 5 percent.  

“I am extremely pleased that these results show that California’s public school students continue to make steady gains in nearly every subject and grade level,” O’Connell said. “Since our state adopted rigorous standards for what every student should learn in every grade, and began systematically integrating those standards into classroom materials and instruction, student achievement has continued to improve. 

“While movement from year to year is certainly worth noting and analyzing, the real test of sustainable academic achievement is steady gains over multiple years. At this point in California’s transition to a standards-based assessment system, it is worth stopping and taking note of our struggles and success. It is now clear that after almost 10 years of standards based reform, including four years of complete alignment between our standards and our tests, education in California is clearly making meaningful, sustained improvement. There is no doubt we still have a lot of work to do, and no one should be satisfied with our current position, but reforming an entire education system is slow, difficult work. Yet thanks to the hard work of our students, teachers, and administrators, more students than ever before are being prepared with skills and knowledge essential to their future success in our competitive global economy. This improvement deserves recognition and celebration.”

Noteworthy gains were made this year in many areas, including mathematics, where 23 percent of students statewide scored at the proficient and advanced level in Algebra 1, an increase of 4 percent over last year. In addition, 25,714 more students took Algebra I in 2006 than in 2005. Second through fourth graders also made steady gains in math with scores ranging from 54 to 59 percent at proficient and above. The greatest gains in English-language arts came in grade two, where 47 percent of students scored at the proficient and advanced levels, and in grade three, where 36 percent scored at that level – marking a 5 percent increase over last year for each grade.

Each ethnic and socioeconomic subgroup of students has also shown steady improvement over the four years since the tests became standards-aligned. However, the achievement gap persists between African American students, Latino students, or socio-economically disadvantaged students and their white or Asian peers.

“I remain deeply concerned that the achievement gap continues to be unacceptably wide,” O’Connell said. “The academic achievement of our Latino, African American, and socio-economically disadvantaged students lags far behind the rest of their peers. We are working to address this problem by providing struggling schools extra resources and additional interventions, and with better training for teachers. But clearly, we must work harder, faster, and with more focus to narrow this gap and to permanently close it. This will be my top priority as I start my second term as Superintendent.”

O’Connell noted that the 2006-07 state budget allocates additional resources for education, including teacher professional development, counselors, and supplemental instruction and support for students struggling to pass the state’s high school exit exam.

More than 4.7 million students in 2006 participated in the STAR program, which is comprised of four components: California Standards Tests (CSTs), California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), California Achievement Test (CAT/6), and the new Aprenda: La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3)—a national norm-referenced test in Spanish that replaced the Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, 2nd Edition (SABE/2).

Students attain one of five levels of performance on the CSTs for each subject tested: advanced, proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic. The State Board of Education has established the proficient level as the desired achievement goal for all students. This goal is consistent with school growth targets for state accountability and the federal No Child Left Behind requirements. The STAR Program data released today is preliminary because a small number of school districts have not yet completed testing and have not yet had time to complete a review of the results to verify their accuracy. A second posting of preliminary results that will include all students tested is scheduled for October. Final results after local corrections are incorporated are scheduled for posting during December.

School, school district, county, and state level results for the 2006 STAR Program have been posted on the California Department of Education’s Web site at http://star.cde.ca.gov/.
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