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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Bass Lake Joint Union Elementary School District (JUESD) to waive portions of Education Code (EC) Section 1253, regarding the county of jurisdiction for the Wawona School, one of seven schools in the district. Waiving this requirement would allow Madera to continue to be the county of jurisdiction for Wawona School, should they separate from the Bass Lake JUESD.
Waiver Number: 14-6-2006
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the formation of a new elementary school district consisting of the Wawona School area of the Bass Lake JUESD is approved at a later point in time. If approved, EC 33051(c) will apply.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This type of waiver has not been heard previously by the State Board of Education (SBE).
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Bass Lake JUESD is located within both Madera and Mariposa counties, with the Madera County Superintendent of Schools having jurisdiction over the district pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 1253. The geographic area served by Wawona School, one of seven schools in Bass Lake JUESD, also is within both Madera and Mariposa counties, with the majority of the Mariposa County territory located in Yosemite National Park. According to the 2005-06 California Basic Educational Data System, Wawona School enrolls 16 kindergarten through sixth grade students. 
Because of the remote location of Wawona School, the Wawona School community is considering action to form its own elementary school district. Should such action be successful, the new Wawona School District, pursuant to EC 1253, would be under the jurisdiction of the Mariposa County Superintendent of Schools, since the Wawona School building is located in Mariposa County. However, Wawona would prefer to be under the jurisdiction of the Madera County Superintendent of Schools.  Additionally, members of the Wawona School community do not want to begin the process of forming a new school district until the issue of jurisdiction over the new school district is resolved.
There are a number of local concerns with switching jurisdiction over the Wawona School from the Madera County Superintendent of Schools to the Mariposa County Superintendent of Schools, including:

· The Madera County Superintendent of Schools is familiar with and has experience in addressing the unique issues of the Wawona area.
· The Wawona School District would be a component district of a unified school district under the jurisdiction of the Madera County Superintendent of Schools.

· There currently is only one school district under the jurisdiction of the Mariposa County Superintendent of Schools—the Mariposa County Unified School District. In such a situation, EC 1000 requires the governing board of the county unified school district to serve as the county board of education. The Mariposa County Superintendent of Schools also serves as the superintendent of the Mariposa County Unified School District. Placing another school district under the jurisdiction of the Mariposa County Superintendent of Schools could be disruptive to the current county board of education and administration of the Mariposa County public schools by requiring separate governing boards and school district administrative offices.

The Bass Lake JUESD and both the Madera and Mariposa county superintendents of schools support the waiver.

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the waiver request under the condition that the formation of a new elementary school district consisting of the Wawona School area of the Bass Lake JUESD is approved at a later point in time. If approved, EC 33051(c) will apply.

Authority for Waiver: EC 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2008
Local board approval date(s): September 14, 2005
Public hearing held on date(s): September 14, 2005
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): May 27, 2006; May 30, 2006  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: BLTA, Tim McGrew; CSEA, Robert Diaz
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)

Advisory committee(s) consulted: Wawona School Site Council   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: May 25, 2006
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of the waiver would have no fiscal effect since the waiver would result in the status quo for jurisdiction of the Wawona School. However, failure to approve the waiver could result in additional costs for Mariposa County education agencies to hire separate administrative staff and maintain separate governing boards for the Mariposa County Office of Education and the Mariposa County Unified School District.
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


 Action Item: Some documentation is available for Web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.
Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (4 Pages)

Attachment 2: Letter from Bass Lake (2 Pages)

Attachment 3: Letter from Mariposa County Office of Education (1 Page)

Attachment 4: Madera County Office of Education (1 Page)   
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