	California Department of Education

SBE-004 (REV 04/17/07)
	blue-jul07item17

	State of California
	Department of Education

	ITEM ADDENDUM


	Date:
	July 9, 2007


	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	Anthony Monreal, Deputy Superintendent

Curriculum and Instruction Branch 


	RE:
	Item No. 17


	SUBJECT:
	Textbook Weight Standards: Adoption of Proposed Title 5 Regulations, Section 9517.2.


	RECOMMENDATION


On July 9, 2007, the 45-day public comment period on the proposed regulations ended and a public hearing was held to receive oral and written comments regarding the proposed regulations. A Final Statement of Reasons that responds to the comments received is attached. After careful review of all comments by program staff and legal counsel, the California Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the regulations as proposed at the May 9, 2007, SBE meeting. 

Enclosed is the following attachment for Agenda Item 17:

Attachment 2: Final Statement of Reasons (1 page)
FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

UPDATE OF INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

The proposed regulations implement the maximum textbook weight standards adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE) pursuant to Assembly Bill (AB) 2532.
AB 2532 required the SBE to adopt maximum weight standards for elementary and secondary school textbooks by July 1, 2004. This legislation specifically required the SBE to take into consideration the health risks to students when devising these new standards. The SBE took action to adopt weight standards on May 12, 2004. 

A public hearing was held on July 9, 2007. One comment was received in writing during the 45-day public comment period. The author of that comment also provided a comment at the public hearing. Upon review of the comments received during the 
45-day public comment period and at the public hearing, it was determined that no additional changes were warranted to the proposed regulations.
SUMMARY AND RESPONSE TO COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE INITIAL NOTICE PERIOD OF MAY 26, 2007 THROUGH JULY 9, 2007.
Comment: Dale Shimasaki of the Association of American Publishers (AAP) submitted a written comment and an oral comment at the July 9, 2007 public hearing. The written and oral comments were substantively identical. Mr. Shimasaki stated that the size and weight of textbooks are related to the requirements of the SBE, Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission, and the Legislature. These requirements include the content standards and curriculum frameworks in each subject area, the SBE’s evaluation criteria, and specific legislative requirements in the California Education Code. Mr. Shimasaki stated that the AAP supports the proposed regulations implementing the SBE’s textbook weight standards, but that it would be appropriate to revisit these standards in the future if content requirements exceed the ability to deliver materials within those standards. 
Response: Since the AAP is in support of the current regulations, the CDE recommends that no changes be made in the draft regulations. 
ALTERNATIVES DETERMINATION

The SBE has determined that no alternative would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the regulation is proposed or would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons than the proposed regulation.
LOCAL MANDATE DETERMINATION

The proposed regulations do not impose any mandate on local agencies or school districts.
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