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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
july 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Alpine County Unified School District to waive a portion of Education Code (EC) Section 35330(d) to authorize expenditure of school district funds for eighth grade students to travel to Washington, D.C., which is part of their study of American History and Government. 
Waiver Number: 40-4-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
EC Section 33051(c) will apply as long as the conditions of the waiver remain the same.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar waivers in the past. This is a renewal of a previous waiver, # 6-11-2007-W-10 approved on January 11, 2007 by the State Board of Education.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC Section 35330(d) states “…no expenses of pupils participating in a field trip or excursion to any other state, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country authorized by this section shall be paid with school district funds.”  

Alpine County Unified School District requests a waiver of EC Section 35330(d) to allow their eighth grade students and two chaperones to use district funds to travel out-of-state to Washington, D.C., as part of their American studies program on October 4, 2007 through October 13, 2007. Without district support, these students would miss this trip. This trip is both educationally and culturally enlightening for these rurally isolated students. 
This is an annual field trip for the eighth grade students of this remotely located district. This is a renewal request of a waiver approved in January of 2007 by the SBE. This trip provides Alpine County students with an experience of history and culture in a way that would not be available to them otherwise. Alpine County is hours away from any cultural or urban center so this trip gives these students a unique educational opportunity. 
The district included an estimate of the cost of this trip at $11,359, which includes transportation, accommodations and food. The school site council has voted to contribute $5,000 towards the cost of the trip and participating students are to raise the rest of their portion of the expense and use funds left over from the previous year’s fundraisers. The district will expend a total of $6,000 of school district funds. 

As this trip will broaden the educational and cultural experiences of the participating students, the department recommends approval of this waiver request.  EC Section 33051(c) will apply to this annual field trip for the eighth grade students traveling out-of-state to Washington, D.C., as part of their American studies program as long as the conditions of the waiver remain the same. 

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: October 4, 2007 to October 3, 2009
Local board approval date(s): April 17, 2007
Public hearing held on date(s): April 17, 2007
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): April 6, 2007  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Alpine Teacher’s Association, Joe Voss
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) 

                                                                                                   three public places
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Diamond Valley Elementary School site council   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: March 28, 2007
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The district will be using $6,000 in district funds for this annual field trip.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for
                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver
                       Office.)
Attachment 2: Trip Expense Detail (1 page) (This attachment is not available for Web 
                        viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver 
                        Office.)
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