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	SUBJECT

Legislative update, including, but not limited to information on legislation from the 2007-08 legislative session.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The May, 2007 update included a timeline of upcoming legislative deadlines and an opportunity for the SBE to discuss legislation introduced in the first year of the two-year 2007-08 Legislative Session.  

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The legislative measures presented include bills that fall under the seven principles adopted by the SBE at the September 2004 Board meeting, and other legislation that may be of interest to the SBE.

July 13 
Last day for policy committees to hear and report legislation introduced in the opposing house. 
July 20
Legislature is scheduled to begin their summer recess. 
August 20
Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess.
August 31 
Last for Fiscal Committees to hear and report legislation introduced in the opposite house. 
Sept. 3 – 14
No committee may meet for any purpose.  

Sept. 14
Legislature recesses the first year of the 2007-08 Legislative Session.

October 14
Last day for the Governor to sign or veto legislation passed by the Legislature on or before September 14th that are in his possession. 
Jan 1, 2008
All legislation signed into law will take effect unless otherwise specified.

Jan 7, 2008
Legislature reconvenes for the second year of the 2007-08 Legislative Session.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The fiscal impact will be noted as necessary and appropriate.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachments: 1 Legislative Update (22 pages)

Legislative Update

Bills Related to State Board (SBE) of Education Principles


1. Safeguard the State Board of Education adopted academic content standards as the foundation of California's K-12 educational system; the same standards for all children. 

SB 126 (Harman) - Health education content standards: child abuse prevention
This measure has been significantly amended and no longer addresses child abuse prevention education standards. 


2. Insure that curriculum is rigorous, standards-aligned, and research-based utilizing State Board adopted materials or standards-aligned textbooks in grades 9 to 12, to prepare children for college or the workforce.
AB 32 (Fuller) - Career technical education: work certification training
This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to provide, within the public school system, work certification training options with particular emphasis on job specific skilled labor and technical training to students 16 to 18 years old who have passed the high school exit examination, and have the consent of their parents or guardians. This measure passed the Assembly Committees on Education and Higher Education and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

AB 72 (Dymally) – Filipino Veterans and World War II
This bill would require the instruction in social science for grades 7 to 12 of World War II and the role of Filipinos in that war. This bill would make the requirement applicable when the curriculum materials to be used for compliance are purchased by a school district in its normal course of business and purchasing cycles. This measure passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 88 (Lieu) - Pupil instruction: Internet safety curriculum guidelines
This bill would require the State Department of Education to develop and maintain Internet safety curriculum guidelines for use by local educational agencies. The bill would also require the department to distribute the guidelines to local educational agencies, upon approval of the guidelines by the State Board of Education. This measure has passed the Assembly Committees on Education and Appropriations and is currently on the Assembly Floor.

AB 150 (Lieu) – Financial Literacy

This bill would establish the California Financial Literacy Initiative for the purpose of improving financial literacy by offering materials for teachers and schools to provide high-quality financial literacy education for pupils in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12. The initiative would be administered by the California Financial Literacy Council that would be established within the State Department of Education and would consist of representatives of CDE, the office of the Treasurer, the Department of Corporations, the Department of Financial Institutions, and the office of the Controller. The council would be required to oversee the initiative and, among other things, to provide a clearinghouse of financial literacy resources and materials to be made available for schools and teachers. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 178 (Coto) - College Readiness and Equity Program
This bill would establish the 3-year College Readiness and Equity Program to be administered by the State Department of Education. The bill would provide funding through the program, in the form of $100 per pupil grants per year, commencing with the 2008-09 school year, to participating high schools that make a 3-year commitment to enroll all incoming pupils in the sequence of courses, including applicable career technical education courses, that satisfy the prerequisites for admission to the California public institutions of postsecondary education. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 216 (Bass) - Special education: nonpublic, nonsectarian schools

This bill would require that the educational materials, services, and programs provided by the nonpublic, nonsectarian school be adopted by the State Board of Education, and be consistent with the pupil's individualized education program. This measure has passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 750 (Carter) – Technology Curriculum

This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to expand technology curriculum in the public middle and high schools and to ensure that school districts annually consult with certain public postsecondary institutions to make sure that the coursework the secondary school offers is honored by the postsecondary institutions. This measure failed to pass the Assembly Education Committee but has been granted reconsideration. It is now a two-year bill.
AB 1320 (Carter) – Civic Engagement

This bill would allow students an excused absence if they are serving as a member of a precinct board or engaging in leadership or civic engagement activities. The bill would exempt the pupil participating in one of those activities from the requirement that the pupil participate in the activity for 5 or more consecutive schooldays in order for his or her attendance to be included, if the pupil is required to complete all missed assignments and tests and a report or written assignment on the subject of the activities engaged in by the pupil. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1454 (Richardson) – Content Standards Review

This bill would repeal the authority of the State Board to modify proposed content and performance standards. The statement and exemption related to the Administrative Procedure Act also would be repealed. This bill would also require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to appoint content standards review panels in each subject area pursuant to specified panel membership requirements. A content standards review panel would be required to review the content standards established in its particular subject matter, revise the standards as it deems necessary, and forward the revisions to the State Board. The State Board would be required to adopt or reject the standards within 120 days of receipt. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1522 (Brownley) – Instructional Materials

This measure would require the California Student Aid Commission to develop and make available a software program, for use by potential applicants, to facilitate identifying and applying for institutional, state, and federal student aid programs. This measure is now a two-year bill is currently in the Assembly Higher Education Committee.

SB 15 (Wyland) – Career Technical Education Vision Council

This bill would create the Career Technical Education Vision Council to make recommendations regarding career technical education, as specified, and to develop a workforce preparation and strategic plan on or before December 31, 2008. The bill would create the Career Technical Education Vision Fund, funds of which would be continuously appropriated to the Council, and would permit the Council to accept private donations for these purposes. This measure is now a two-year bill is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
SB 602 (Torlakson) – Physical Education Incentive Grants Program

This bill would establish the Physical Education Incentive Grants Program to be administered by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. The bill would require the Superintendent to apportion funding to eligible local educational agencies, as specified, for purposes of hiring teachers with clear single subject credentials in physical education. The bill would require the Superintendent to require the recipient local educational agency to provide a percentage match of its own funds for purposes of the program based on the amount of funds apportioned and the financial means of the local educational agency. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

3. Insure the availability of State Board of Education adopted instructional materials for Kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 and locally adopted standards-aligned instructional materials in grades 9 to 12. 
AB 1148 (Brownley) - Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program
This bill would require the program to be administered for purposes of funding as if it had been operative at the beginning of the 2007–08 fiscal year, make the program operative on January 1, 2008, and change the inoperative and repeal dates to July 1, 2012, and January 1, 2013, respectively. It would additionally state the intent of the Legislature that school districts be provided with as many standards-aligned instructional material options as possible, so that educators may have many rigorous options in choosing the best materials that meet the needs of all pupils, including English learners and pupils with disabilities, and that ensure that their pupils are able to master the academic content standards. This bill, commencing on January 1, 2010, would require the State Board to consider price as one factor when determining whether to approve the adoption of submitted instruction materials, and would require the State Board to establish guidelines. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1177 (Solorio) 

This bill would establish the Accelerated English Acquisition and Literacy Pilot Program, to be administered by the Superintendent of Public Instruction with the assistance of an external independent research organization, for the purpose of developing instructional materials in English specifically designed for English language development and literacy and studying the impact of those instructional materials on accelerating language development and reading/language arts achievement. The bill would require the development by a publisher of instructional materials, to be selected by participating school districts of a comprehensive program of instructional materials in reading/language arts/English language development designed for English learners, related professional development, and program evaluation. School district that has under its jurisdiction schools or classrooms serving kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 with an enrollment of 50 percent or more English learners would eligible to apply to participate in the pilot program and would require the Superintendent, with the assistance of the external independent research organization, to select a maximum of 10 school districts to participate in the pilot program. The bill would require the Superintendent to select an independent research organization to design and implement an evaluation of the pilot program. The research organization would be required to submit, by September 1, 2012, and every 2 years thereafter, an evaluation report that would include specified information to the Superintendent, the State Board of Education, and the chairpersons of the appropriate policy committees of the Legislature. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1599 (Mendoza)-Instructional Materials

This bill would establish the Pupil Support Instructional Materials Account within the State Treasury and would require that the funds in the account be used to supplement, rather than to supplant, existing funds available for instructional materials. This bill would authorize the State Board to deny future funding if it determines that a school district has exhibited a pattern of a failure to exercise due diligence or of using the funding to supplant other funding sources. This bill would repeal the Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program inoperative and repeal dates, thereby extending the program indefinitely. This measure is now a two-year bill and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.
SB 733 (Torlakson) – Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program

This bill would extend the operation of the Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program, which is scheduled to expire on July 1, 2007, and is repealed on January 1, 2008. The bill would also require the Program to be administered for purposes of funding as if it had been operative at the beginning of the 2007–08 fiscal year, make the program operative on January 1, 2008, and change the inoperative and repeal dates to July 1, 2015, and January 1, 2016, respectively. The program helps school districts ensure that each pupil is provided with standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials as adopted by the State Board of Education. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.
SB 734 (Torlakson) - Instructional Materials: Follow-up Adoptions 

This bill would reenact a provision that, until January 1, 2007, required the State Department of Education, prior to conducting a follow-up adoption, to notify all publishers and manufacturers known to produce basic instructional materials that a fee will be assessed based on the number of products the publisher or manufacturer indicates will be submitted. A review of a submission would be prohibited from being conducted until the fee is paid in full. The revenue derived from that fee would be continuously appropriated to the department and would be available to the department from year to year until expended. It would further authorize CDE to charge fees for out-of-cycle social content reviews, which is a practice supported in current regulations, but not in statute. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

4. Support professional development for teachers on the adopted instructional materials that are used in the classroom. 

AB 37 (Solorio) – English Language Teacher Development

This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to provide public school teachers with professional development opportunities in order to improve the instruction of English learners. This bill is now a two-year bill and is currently in the Assembly Rules Committee. 

AB 1027 (Caballero) 

This bill would authorize a local educational agency to use up to 25 percent of its Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program funds, except for those funds appropriated for the purpose of providing professional development to teachers of English language learners, for instruction and training that has not been adopted or approved by the State Board, in order to provide teachers with intensive training in mathematical content. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

SB 44 (Torlakson) – CA Teacher Cadet Program

This bill would establish the California Teacher Cadet Program, to be operated by the California Center on Teaching Careers in conjunction with the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Chancellor of the California State University. The bill would require the California State University to convene an advisory committee to accomplish both of the following: to develop a common core curriculum designed to expose college students to teaching careers and the education system through the development of a hands-on curriculum; and to develop criteria and standards that would be used to create a request-for-proposal for the competitive grant program established under the bill. The bill would require a school district that participates in the California Teacher Cadet Program to receive a one-time grant of up to $1,500 for the startup of the program at its schoolsite. The bill, subject to the availability of funding, would require the California State University to contract for an evaluation of this program and report to the Legislature no later than January 1, 2011. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.
SB 600 (Scott) – Classroom Teacher Instructional Improvement Program

This bill has been significantly amended and no longer addresses education related issues.
SB 960 (Alquist) – Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program

This bill would add science to the subjects provided for teacher training under the Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program and would change the name of the program to the California Educators’ Professional Development Program. The bill would require the Superintendent to appoint an advisory committee that would be required to make recommendations to the Superintendent in order to ensure the quality and effectiveness of the training provided pursuant to the program. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.
5. Maintain the assessment and accountability system (including STAR, EAP, CAHSEE, and CELDT). 
AB 144 (Coto) - Pupil testing: high school exit examination: Franklin-McKinley School District

This bill would require the State Department of Education to provide the mathematics portion of the high school exit examination to the Franklin-McKinley School District for administration to students enrolled in grade 8 on the dates designated by the Superintendent of Public Instruction for the administration of that portion of the examination to pupils in grade 10. The bill would authorize the district to administer the mathematics portion of the examination on those dates designated by the Superintendent to pupils enrolled in grade 8 in the district. Students in grade 8 would be prohibited from taking the mathematics portion of the examination more than one time during a school year. If a student in grade 8 passes the mathematics portion of the examination h/she will be considered to have passed that portion of the examination for purposes of satisfying the requirement for receipt of a diploma of graduation or the condition of graduation from high school, and cannot be required to retake the mathematics portion of the examination. The bill would repeal those provisions on January 1, 2010. This measure has passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 252 (Coto) - STAR Program: Primary Language Assessment
Current law prohibits districts from using the standards-based tests in Spanish (STS), for Spanish immersion programs as their year-end assessment. This bill would allow districts to order STS from the current STAR contractor and require districts to cover any costs associated with administration, scoring and reporting of these tests for populations other than Spanish-speaking English learners. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This measure has passed the Assembly and is currently located in the Senate Education Committee.

AB 400 (Nunez) – Adjusting the Academic Performance Index (API)

This bill, commencing with the 2008–09 fiscal year, would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to incorporate, into the API, high school graduation rates, attendance rates, rates by which pupils are offered and actually complete a course of study that fulfills the requirements and prerequisites for admission to California public institutions of postsecondary education, and rates by which pupils are offered and actually complete a course of study that provides the skills and knowledge necessary to attain entry-level employment in business or industry when they graduate from high school. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 438 (Price) – School Accountability; II/USP and HP Exit Criteria

Aligns exit criteria for the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program (II/USP) and the High Priority Schools Grant Program (HPSGP) by requiring schools to meet or exceed Academic Performance Index (API) growth targets averaged over three years for HPSGP and two years for II/USP to exit the state accountability programs. This measure has passed the Assembly Committees on Education and Appropriations and is currently on the Assembly Floor.

AB 925 (Hancock) – School Accountability; Annual Yearly Progress

This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would define “proficient” for purposes of calculating adequate yearly progress pursuant to the No Child Left Behind Act to determine if local educational agencies are meeting grade-level requirements. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

AB 1353 (Huff) – Standardized Testing and Reporting: Second Grade

This bill would require that the STAR test continue to be administered to pupils in grade 2 on and after July 1, 2007, until those provisions are repealed on January 1, 2011. This measure is now a two-year bill and is in the Assembly Education Committee.
AB 1379 (Brownley) – California High School Exit Examination
This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction, in consultation with the Secretary for Education and the High School Exit Examination Standards Panel, to identify additional criteria and measures by which high school pupils who are regarded as proficient but unable to pass the high school exit examination may demonstrate their competence and receive a high school diploma. The Superintendent is required to report his or her findings and make recommendations for the development of a multiple measures approach to the Legislature no later than an unspecified date. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

SB 123 (Romero) – California High School Exit Examination

This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction, with the approval of the State Board, to recommend to the Legislature, by June 1, 2008, for its consideration a course of action regarding students with disabilities who meet all state and local graduation requirements except the passage of the high school exit examination. The bill would require this course of action to include alternative ways of evaluating the knowledge and skills that are required to pass the high school exit examination so that these pupils may demonstrate that they possess that knowledge and those skills through alternative methods. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.
SB 827 (Padilla) - California English Language Development Test (CELDT) Kindergarten and Grade 1
This bill would require the tests to have sufficient range to assess pupils in grades 2 to 12, inclusive, in English listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills, and would require pupils in kindergarten and grade 1 to be assessed in English listening, speaking, and early literacy skills. The State Department of Education would be required, in developing the test for pupils in kindergarten and grade 1, to minimize any additional testing time and to ensure that the test is age and developmentally appropriate, as specified. The bill would require the tests to be age and developmentally appropriate for pupils. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

6. Insure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board adopted standards as the basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates. 
AB 1415 (Brownley) – Teacher Development Accountability Report Card

This bill would require, on or before January 1, 2010, the State Department of Education, in consultation with the Commission on Teacher Credentialing, to recommend and the State Board of Education to adopt an accountability report card capable of assessing the effectiveness of each accredited program of professional preparation. The bill would require the effectiveness of programs to be assessed on multiple measures, including the ability to prepare candidates showing the greatest improvements in student learning, passage rates on certification examinations, and program completion, placement, and retention rates. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
SB 43 (Torlakson) - Governor's Teaching Fellowships Program 

This bill would require, commencing with the 2008-09 fiscal year and for each fiscal year thereafter, that the number of fellowships awarded under the Governor's Teaching Fellowships program be determined pursuant to an appropriation in the annual Budget Act. The bill would require the intersegmental review committee to advise the Chancellor on the needs of fellowship recipients who are students in segments other than the California State University, and would reduce the number of the members on the committee from 12 to 9, as specified. The bill would require a fellowship recipient to agree to teach in a high-priority school for 3 consecutive years within 4 years of the completion of his or her preparation program, and would require a recipient of funds under the program on or after January 1, 2008, to forfeit any future payments if he or she fails to complete any portion of his or her obligation to teach in a high-priority school for 3 years. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

SB 52 (Scott) - Teacher credentialing: designated subjects: career technical education

This bill would change the designated subjects vocational education teaching credentials to the designated subjects preliminary career technical education teaching credential and would repeal the Commission on Teacher Credentialing’s authority for the issuance and renewal of designated subjects teaching credentials for part-time service. The bill would require the Commission to establish a list of authorized subjects for the designated subjects preliminary and professional clear career technical education teaching credential and would require the list to reflect the 15 industry sectors identified in the California career technical education model curriculum standards adopted by the State Board of Education. The bill would require the Commission to implement the authorized subjects list by September 30, 2007. This measure passed the Senate and is currently awaiting referral to an Assembly Policy Committee.

SB 112 (Scott) - Teachers: state basic skills proficiency examination.

This bill would delete existing law that outlines the specific exemptions under which a local education agency may hire a certificated person who cannot demonstrate basic skills proficiency. It would instead exempt a person who (1) has passed the state basic skills proficiency examination at least once, (2) achieved a passing score on the Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General Test, the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) Reasoning Test, or the ACT Plus Writing test, or (3) possessed a credential before the enactment of the statute that made the test a requirement. This measure passed the Senate and is currently in the Assembly Education Committee.

7. Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education. 

AB 145 (Coto) - CA Center for Applied Research to Improve Latino Participation in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Degree Programs and Professions
This bill would establish the California Center for Applied Research to Improve Latino Participation in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Degree Programs and Professions as a 3-year pilot project to be implemented by the National Hispanic University and San Jose State University as a public-private partnership with the purpose of increasing the number of Latino pupils in San Mateo, Santa Clara, Alameda, San Benito, and Santa Cruz Counties who complete the requirements for admission to California public institutions of higher education, and increasing the number of Latino students who enroll in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics related majors and complete a degree program in those majors. The bill would require the center to submit a report to the Legislature by August 15 of each year of the pilot project on progress made towards meeting the specified project outcomes. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 428 (Carter) – Parental Notification of College Preparatory Courses

This bill would require each school offering any of grades 9 to 12, inclusive, each semester prior to class registration to provide parents and pupils with a separate written notification relating to the courses offered by the school which satisfy the subject requirements for admission to the California State University and the University of California and a summary of the progress of the pupil toward satisfying those requirements. The bill would require the State Department of Education to provide a brief, 2-page template to be used for the notification, and to establish, if necessary, and include, in that template, the percentage of course offerings the state recommends a school offer to satisfy the subject requirements for admission to the California State University and the University of California. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
SB 405 (Steinberg) – Student Achievement

This bill would establish, until January 1, 2014, the Fair Competition for College and Career Pilot Program, to be administered by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. The Superintendent would be required to invite comprehensive high schools, based on specified criteria, to apply for the program and to select up to 100 schools for participation in the program. Schools participating in the program would receive grants of $100 per pupil to be used to increase the course offerings of the school and provide support for the pupils related to career technical education and courses satisfying the admission requirements for California public institutions of postsecondary education. It would also require the Academic Performance Index to include additional indicators related to the completion rates of coursework required for admission to the California public institutions of postsecondary education and career technical education coursework that meets the curriculum framework adopted by the State Board of Education. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Other bills sponsored by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction
AB 347 (Nava) - CAHSEE: Additional Instructional Time 

This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to ensure that pupils who have not passed the high school exit examination by the end of grade 12 are provided additional assistance to prepare for and pass the exit examination. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 415 (Karnette) - High School Diploma and CAHSEE Instruction in Adult Education Programs
This bill would provide continuously enrolled high school students and adult students the option to participate in adult secondary education, adult basic education, and ESL courses, for the purposes of passing the CAHSEE. Additionally, if the adult school has exceeded its A.D.A. cap, it would provide adult school students full access to the high school diploma by eliminating the cap A.D.A. limitation in the elementary and secondary basic skills programs which lead to the high school diploma. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 485 (Solorio) – Non-public Schools Re-certification

This bill would prohibit a nonpublic, nonsectarian school or agency whose certification has been revoked, and certain other persons involved with the school or agency, from being eligible to apply for recertification for 2 years from the revocation date. The bill would require a local educational agency that is aware that a nonpublic, nonsectarian school or agency has violated the certification requirements immediately to contact the State Department of Education and report this information. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 685 (Karnette) – IDEA Regulatory Technical Compliance Measure

This bill would make technical changes to various provisions of existing law regarding individuals with exceptional needs and special education and related services to conform various provisions to the new federal regulations, update cross-references in response to those regulations, and make other clarifying changes. This measure passed the Assembly on consent and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 647 (Salas) – Tobacco Use and Prevention Education Program

This bill changes the method of allocating Tobacco Use and Prevention Education (TUPE) funds to a single competitive grant. The grants are for intervention and cessation activities in order to reduce the number of pupils who begin to use tobacco, continue to use tobacco, or both. This measure passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 1216 (Laird) – State and Federal Accountability Alignment 

The purpose of this bill will be to align timelines and sanctions of state and federal accountability programs. It also sunsets the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program July 1, 2010. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This measure has passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1230 (Laird) – Charter School Health Screenings

This bill would bring charter schools into compliance with public schools in regards to health screenings. This bill would require charter schools to provide the pupil sight and hearing test and the scoliosis screening. In order to meet this requirement, a charter school would be authorized to contract with a school district or county office of education to provide the test and screening. Existing law requires the governing board of a school district to provide for the testing of the sight and hearing of each pupil enrolled in the schools of the district, subject to specified exceptions. The governing board of a school district also is required to provide a scoliosis screening to each female pupil in 7th grade and each male pupil in 8th grade. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1656 (Feuer/DeSaulnier) – The Accurate Student Achievement Data Act of 2007

This measure would establish an ongoing grant program to provide local educational agencies (LEA) the funding necessary to ensure that student-level data is being collected, maintained and submitted accurately to properly track and assess student academic performance and dropout and graduation rates.  This bill would help ensure quality student-level data in the state’s longitudinal data system currently under development by establishing a reasonable $5 per enrolled pupil or a flat amount for small LEAs to support the new workload associated with collecting, maintaining, and submitting student level data. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1663 (Evans/Lieber) – IDEA Regulatory Policy Compliance Measure

This bill would make various revisions conforming state law to federal requirements relating to, among others, pupil identification, assessment, and eligibility; individualized education program development, including notice, implementation, and review; procedural safeguards, including due process hearing procedures and requirements; and pupil information confidentiality. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
SB 132 (Committee on Education) – Annual Education Omnibus Bill

This is the Department of Education’s annual education omnibus bill that will make various technical, non-substantive changes to the education code. This measure passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
SB 830 (Kehoe) – California Partnership Academies

This bill would expand the number of maximum partnership academies from 290 to 500 by June 30, 2013, increasing by 55 academies each year. It would also increase program offerings to include ninth grade pupils. Previously, academies served 10 through 12 grade pupils. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Other Bills of Interest to the State Board

Charter Schools

AB 557 (Huff) – Charter School Revocation

This bill would require a charter school to cease operations if its appeal contesting the violations for which it was ordered to cease operations were upheld by the county board of education. Further, it would require that funding be ceased upon revocation by the county board unless the state board overturns the county board’s decision. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

AB 766 (Walters) – Charter Schools Waiver Authority

This bill seeks to clarify that charter schools have immunity protection provided similar to public schools in connection with student field trips and other student transportation activities. Currently the statute that provides such immunity to public schools for school field trips does not specifically include charter schools. Consistent with the Legislature's overall approach of treating charter schools similarly as public schools, the bill seeks to close this statutory gap. This bill passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.

SB 345 (Aanestad) – Charter Schools Waiver Process

This bill authorizes charter schools to request, and the State Board of Education (SBE) to approve, waivers from the education code. Waiver requests would first be sent to the charter's authorizing entity which would be required to conduct a public hearing on the request within 90 days of receipt. After the hearing, the authorizing entity would submit the request along with a summary of the hearing to the SBE. Should the authorizing entity recommend denial of the waiver request, this bill would further require that it document the reasons for denial. This bill would also permit the chief executive officer of a charter school to issue work permits to pupils, and would clarify the authorization of charter to schedule salary payments. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Facilities

AB 100 (Mullin) - Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2008
This bill would enact the Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2008. The bond act would provide for the issuance of $9,087,000,000 of state general obligation bonds to provide aid to school districts, county superintendents of schools, and county boards of education, the California Community Colleges, the University of California, the Hastings College of the Law, and the California State University to construct and modernize education facilities. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

Funding

AB 25 (Brownley) – K-12 Funding

This bill would require, the Governor's Advisory Committee on Education Excellence and the P-16 Council established by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, to work together to develop a report by July 1, 2009, for submission to the Legislature that would provide the Legislature with adequate information to enable it to establish the reasonable costs of schools offering K-12 instruction and to determine the best use of available resources so that the vast majority of pupils may meet academic performance standards established by the state. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

AB 120 (Laird) - 2007-08 Budget Bill

This is the Assembly’s Budget bill that will make appropriations for support of state government for the 2007-08 fiscal year. This measure is in the Assembly Budget Committee.

AB 73 (Dymally) - School attendance
This bill would revise the method of determining the ADA in regular elementary, middle, and high schools to, instead, divide the sum of the active enrollment figures reported for those schools during each period by the number of school months in which those figures were calculated during that period. The bill would require that average daily attendance in continuation schools and classes be determined by dividing the total number of days of attendance allowed in all full school months in each period by the number of days the schools and classes are actually taught in all full school months in each period. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

SB 50 (Torlakson)- Claim against the state: appropriation
This bill is an urgency measure and would appropriate $268,000 from the General Fund to the Attorney General to pay for the judgment in the case of California Teachers Association v. Governor Schwarzenegger (Sacramento Superior Court, Case No. 05 CS01165). Any funds leftover would revert to the General Fund at the end of the fiscal year (June 30) in which the final payment is made. This bill passed the Senate and is awaiting referral to a policy committee in the Assembly.
SB 54 (Ducheny) – 2007-08 Budget Bill

This is the Senate’s budget bill that will make appropriations for support of state government for the 2007-08 fiscal year. This measure is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

SB 146 (Scott) – Revenue Limits Readjustment 
This bill would replace average daily attendance as it is used to compute revenue limits under a specified provision with average monthly enrollment beginning in the 2008-09 fiscal year. The Superintendent of Public Instruction would be required, on July 1, 2008 to make a one-time adjustment to the revenue limit per unit of average monthly enrollment of each school district by revising the prior fiscal year revenue limit per unit of average daily attendance. The resulting, adjusted revenue limit would be used as the revenue limit for the 2008-09 fiscal year for any purpose for which that revenue limit is needed. The Superintendent also would be required to compute the average monthly enrollment of each elementary, high school, and unified school district for the 2007-08 school year using the active enrollment of those school districts as reported in a specified provision. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Governance

AB 45 (Swanson) – Oakland Unified School District

This bill establishes a process for returning rights, duties, and legal powers from the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) to the governing board of the Oakland Unified School District (OUSD). This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

Preschool and Kindergarten

AB 571 (Jones) – Preschool Access
This bill requires all three and four-year-olds from low-income families to have access to state preschool programs by 2011-12, with priority for four-year-old children.  This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

AB 683 (Runner) – Kindergarten and 1st Grade Admission

This bill would change the required birthday for kindergarten and 1st grade admission to September 1 for the 2009–10 school year and each school year thereafter. In order to compensate school districts for the loss in average daily attendance resulting from changing the required age for kindergarten admission, the bill would increase the number of units of average daily attendance computed for a school district for purposes of that revenue limit calculation for each of the 2010–11 to 2021–22 fiscal years, inclusive, according to a specified calculation. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

AB 1052 (Torrico) – English Language Leaner Preschool Teachers

This bill would require the State Department of Education to establish and implement a demonstration program that includes 3 counties in the state and provides for training and career ladder opportunities for preschool teachers who provide instruction to limited-English-proficient children, as defined. Three grants of $450,000 each would be awarded per year for 3 years. Institutions of higher education, early childhood educational agencies, local educational agencies, nonprofit organizations, or consortia of those entities within each participating county would be eligible to receive those grant funds. The department, within one year of the completion date of the program, would be required to prepare and submit to the Legislature a report that includes recommendations regarding the continuation of the program and state and federal policy changes needed to support the goals of the program. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1080 (Mullin) – Preschool funding

This bill would require a participating state preschool program, if funds from the $45 million provided in the 2006 budget are offered under a new competitive bidding process after January 1, 2008, to maintain an existing class, to maintain that class within the attendance area of the elementary school pursuant to the program’s original grant. If funds from the $45,000,000 amount are offered under a new competitive bidding process after January 1, 2008, to establish a new class or classes, the funds would be assigned to programs located in the attendance area of elementary schools ranked in any of deciles 1 to 3, inclusive, on the most recent base Academic Performance Index. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1236 (Mullin) – Kindergarten Readiness Program

This bill would repeal the kindergarten readiness pilot program and would establish instead the kindergarten readiness program, to be administered by the Superintendent of Public Instruction who would be required to promulgate rules and regulations governing the program. The bill would require that kindergarten readiness classes be taught by a teacher who holds a credential issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing that authorizes services in kindergarten or a baccalaureate degree with 24 units in early care and education with a professional development plan that provides for a credential within five years. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
SB 944 (Padilla) – Preschool Data Tracking

This bill, to the extent that funding is made available in the annual Budget Act or other statute, would require the State Department of Education to collect, aggregate, and analyze data regarding child care and development programs and, commencing in January, 2010, annually report its findings to the Legislature. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Health and Nutrition

AB 629 (Brownley) – Sexual Health Education Accountability Act
This bill would enact the Sexual Health Education Accountability Act, which would require any program that provides education to prevent adolescent or unintended pregnancy or to prevent sexually transmitted infections that is administered or publicly administered to meet specified criteria relating to instruction, instruction principles and medication in order to qualify for state funding. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

AB 1503 (Fuller) – Pupil Nutrition: reimbursement

This bill would make specified child development programs eligible for the $0.21 reimbursement, would revise the requirements for reimbursement and would prohibit the sale or serving of any food item whose development, processing, or preparation requires the item to be, at any time, deep fried, par-fried, flash-fried, or fried in any other manner and would define those terms. The bill would require school districts, charter schools, and county superintendents of schools, in order to qualify for reimbursement, to begin the process of eliminating foods sold and served to pupils that contain unnatural or manufactured trans fats. In addition, this bill would limit the cost-of-living adjustment to the amount of funding appropriated in the annual Budget Act and would set the reimbursement rate commencing with the 2006-07 fiscal year at $0.1563. This bill would also provide that these provisions be implemented only if moneys are appropriated for this purpose in the annual Budget Act. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
SB 20 (Torlakson) - Pupil nutrition: free and reduced-price meals: reimbursement

This bill would increase the reimbursement rate for free and reduced-price meals to from $0.21 to $0.30 for schools and child development programs and would change school eligibility requirements. The requirements would be phased in. During the phase-in period, a school or program that does not meet those requirements for the increased reimbursement rate would receive the reimbursement rate specified under the Child Nutrition Act of 1974. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Leadership

AB 96 (Feuer) – Principal Leadership Development

This bill would express the intent of the Legislature to devote increased resources to leadership training for current school principals and the next generation of school principals in California, with a particular emphasis on enhancing the performance of low-performing schools. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

SB 961 (Scott) – Leadership Coaching Program for Public School Administrators.
This bill would establish the leadership coaching program for public school administrators to be administered by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Providers of leadership coaching would be required to submit a program proposal to the Superintendent, to offer a coaching training and certification program that includes specified components, to build and maintain a network of certified coaches designed to maintain and deepen coaching skills, and to provide certified coaches with up-to-date training and information on educational issues and coaching research. School administrators in participating school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools would be required to possess a valid California administrative services credential, have a minimum of 5 years’ successful administrative experience, and provide specified evidence of other characteristics conducive to successful coaching in order to be eligible to receive leadership coaching. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Learning Support

AB 50 (Soto) - Nell Soto Parent/Teacher Involvement Program: high school exit examination: home visits
This bill would expand the schoolsite staff eligible to participate in the home visits and community meetings under the Nell Soto Parent/Teacher Involvement Program and direct the Superintendent of Public Instruction to give funding priority to schools ranked in the lowest 3 deciles of the Academic Performance Index. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 131 (Beall) – Middle and High School Supplemental Counseling Program

This bill would make the Middle and High School Supplemental School Counseling Program available to county offices of education. Current law requires the governing board of a school district that maintains any of grades 7 to 12, inclusive, as a condition of receiving funds appropriated for purposes of that program, to adopt a counseling program at a public meeting that includes, among other things, a provision for a counselor to meet with each pupil, as specified, to explain the academic and deportment records of the pupil, his or her educational options, the coursework and academic progress needed for satisfactory completion of middle or high school, and the availability of career guidance activities. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 173 (Alarcon/Dymally) – Comprehensive Pupil Support Program
This bill would establish the Comprehensive Pupil Support Program. The Superintendent of Public Instruction would be required to administer that program, in which schools and school districts may voluntarily participate after participating in a specified planning and application process. The bill would require that schools participating in the program have a schoolsite council, which would be required to develop a school plan, with specified components, for increasing the API score of the school and the academic performance of all pupils, with special emphasis on the needs of high-risk pupils. Schools ranked in the 3 lowest deciles of the API and schools in geographically diverse areas of the state would have priority for participation in the program. A school participating in the program would be required to report to the Superintendent, annually, specified information regarding the progress of the participating school toward achieving certain goals. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

AB 491 (Carter) – Student to Counselor Ratios

This bill would state legislative findings and declarations regarding the importance of school counselors and the current status of the counselor-to-pupil ratio in the state. The bill would also declare the intent of the Legislature to increase the number of credentialed school counselors to meet counselor-to-pupil ratios of one counselor per 500 pupils by 2010 and one counselor per 250 pupils by 2012. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

AB 584 (Swanson) – School-based Program Coordination

This bill would reauthorize a school district that participates in school-based program coordination to establish an alternative education and work center for school dropouts and pupils at risk at a continuation high school or adult school, or to contract with a private nonprofit community-based organization to provide the center. The center would be required to teach basic academic skills, operate on a clinical, client-centered basis, and provide programs that include specified qualities. The bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to publish guidelines regarding the development and implementation of alternative education and work center programs, train site personnel, establish a clearinghouse for information regarding the identification, prevention, and recovery of school dropouts, disseminate information, and monitor these programs. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

Reporting

AB 1015 (Brownley) – School Accountability Report Card

This bill would amend the Classroom Instructional Improvement and Accountability

Act, which outlines what is reported in the School Accountability Report Card, to require that the assessment of estimated expenditures per pupil include a reporting of the average of actual salaries paid to fully credentialed teachers and teachers with emergency teaching permits. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

SB 602 (Torlakson) – Physical Education Incentive Grants Program

This bill would require the department to ensure that the data collected through Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) indicates the extent to which each school performs specified duties regarding the provision of instruction in physical education, including, providing the required minimum minutes of instruction and conducting physical fitness testing. The bill would require the department to annually submit a report to the Governor and the Legislature that summarizes the data collected through CPM regarding those items and to annually post a summary of that data on the Internet Web site of the department. This bill would establish the Physical Education Incentive Grants Program to be administered by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. The bill would require the Superintendent to apportion funding to eligible local educational agencies, as specified, for purposes of hiring teachers with clear single subject credentials in physical education. The bill would require the Superintendent to require the recipient local educational agency to provide a percentage match of its own funds for purposes of the program based on the amount of funds apportioned and the financial means of the local educational agency. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Re-organization

AB 146 (Smyth) - School districts: reorganization of large districts
This bill would require the reorganization of any unified school district enrolling at least 500,000 pupils into several school districts enrolling no more than 50,000 pupils, by July 1, 2011. The bill would require the establishment of a commission to aid in the reorganization process and develop a reorganization plan. The bill would limit the budget of the commission to a fixed amount drawn from the administrative budget for the existing school district, without reducing funds used for classroom education. The bill would require the reorganization plan to demonstrate that certain specified conditions have been met with regard to the formation of the new school districts. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

AB 180 (Bass) – School District Reorganization

This bill would require the state board to render a decision upon receipt of an appeal to reorganize a school district, within 60 days of the date of receipt of the appeal. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Assembly Education Committee.

SB 69 (Runner) – Reorganization of Large School Districts

This bill would require the reorganization of any unified school district enrolling at least 500,000 pupils into several school districts enrolling no more than 50,000 pupils, by July 1, 2011. The bill would require the establishment of a commission to aid in the reorganization process and develop a reorganization plan. The bill would limit the budget of the commission to a fixed amount drawn from the administrative budget for the existing school district, without reducing funds used for classroom education. The bill would require the reorganization plan to demonstrate that certain specified conditions have been met with regard to the formation of the new school districts. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Senate Education Committee.
Special Education

AB 795 (Keene) – Special Education Funding; Licensed Children’s Institutions

Requires the state, for out-out-county foster children residing in a licensed children's institution (LCI) who have been certified as seriously emotionally disturbed by the mental health director from the county of jurisdiction, to  assume the educational costs incurred in any fiscal year by a special education local plan area (SELPA) in excess of the revenue received. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1085 (Richardson) – Pupils with Hearing Impairment

This bill requires parents of a hearing impaired child to file a written certificate with the school district stating that he or she, or a family member, has completed an age-appropriate course on specified communication options for his or her child This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
AB 1659 (Lieber) – Procedural Safeguards
This bill would require the CDE to enter into an interagency agreement with another state agency, or contract with a nonprofit organization or entity, to conduct mediation conferences between parents and school districts if a conflict arises from a student with special needs Individual Education Plan (IEP). It would also require CDE to enter into an interagency agreement with another state agency, or contract with a nonprofit organization or entity, to conduct due process hearings. The bill would require the interagency agreement or contract for conducting mediation conferences to make mediator positions available to a narrowly defined set of individuals who are not attorneys. In addition, the bill would preclude any hearing officer who has conducted a mediation from conducting due process hearings in the near future. It would also make other substantive changes to special education law too numerous to list here. This measure passed the Assembly Education Committee and is currently in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
SB 679 (Romero) – Alternative Schools

This bill establishes new minimum school day requirements for county community schools and continuation schools, establishes a process for monitoring the academic progress of pupils in independent study and revises requirements for the establishment of an alternative accountability system for schools serving high risk pupils, such as community schools and continuation schools. This measure passed the Senate Education Committee and is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

SB 802 (Romero) – Alternative Schools

This bill significantly revises authorization and funding for alternative educational settings that primarily serve pupils that have been suspended, expelled or referred by probation officers. It revises county community schools so that they cease to be alternative schools for pupils, who have been expelled, are on probation or have been referred for a specified reason; and restricts county community schools to enrolling pupils who are homeless or pupils who are not in attendance at any school. Replaces, as of the 2009-10 fiscal year, revenue limit funding for alternative education with a categorical block grant. Repeals authorization for all continuation schools, including continuation high schools, and district operated community day schools. Calls for up to $5 million to be made available as of 2008-09 to strengthen alternative education. This bill is now a two-year bill and currently sits in the Senate Education Committee.
Waivers

AB 494 (Huffman) – Expedited School Waiver Status

This bill would require the State Board and the department to review and act on a waiver request on an expedited basis, and with a minimum amount of documentation, of a school district with at least 70 percent of its schools receiving Academic Performance Index scores of 800 or more in each of the 2 prior years. This measure passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate Education Committee.
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