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PURPOSE
California is in the middle of a school dropout crisis. New research suggests that  150,000 California students may be leaving school each year without a diploma. An estimated fewer than 70% of 9th graders in California, and fewer than 50% in some districts, graduate from high school. 

Efforts to stem the dropout crisis need to start before students enter high school, before they lose heart and begin the gradual process of disengaging from school. 
Research points to several “early warning indicators” that likely dropouts display as early as sixth grade and throughout middle school. Such findings underscore the importance of developing early warning systems that identify students who are highly likely to drop out without effective and timely intervention.

Many schools and districts pay close attention to early warning signs and take steps to intervene with struggling middle school students – before they get to high school and find the multiple challenges of 9th grade insurmountable. But given California’s alarmingly high dropout rate, schools must pay closer heed to early “red flags” and provide timely, effective intervention to students who need it.
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BILL SUMMARY

SB 344 establishes a middle school early warning system, connected to the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, to identify students at risk of dropping out and provide resources for schools to help them early, when it counts. 
SB 344 requires schools to take notice of the most common markers of a 6th-, 7th-, 8th- or 9th-grade student who is headed for trouble: Failure of a full-year course or two semester courses; absences of more than 10 days (or equivalent aggregate class periods) per semester; or scoring “below basic” or “far below basic” on the California Standards Test. 
SB 344 enables school districts that identify these at-risk students to use “supplemental instruction” funds (most commonly used for remediation after students have failed the California High School Exit Exam) to provide summer-school, after-school, before-school and/or intersession intervention in programs tailored to the needs of local students and communities. 

SUPPORT

* California Acorn 

* California Coalition for Youth
* California Continuing Education Association

* California League of Middle Schools
* California PTA
* California Teachers Association

* Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce

* Public Advocates
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