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	SUBJECT

Ridgecrest Charter School: Consider and Take Action on Material Revision of Charter.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) consider and take action to approve a request by the Ridgecrest Charter School (RCS), an SBE-authorized charter school, to materially revise its charter petition as originally approved by the SBE (as the school’s authorizer).
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 47605(j), petitioners for a charter school that has been denied at the local level may appeal to the SBE for approval of the charter, subject to certain conditions. To date, the SBE has approved thirteen charter petitions on appeal, seven of which are currently operating under SBE oversight (which is carried out by CDE staff). RCS is one of the seven charter schools currently operating under SBE oversight.
The SBE has delegated to the CDE its obligations to oversee these schools under the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for school oversight, which has been entered into with each of the SBE approved charter schools. According to the terms of the MOU, material changes to the charter may not be made without prior SBE consideration and approval. “Material changes” is defined to include, but not be limited to, the addition or deletion of an educational program, mission, or vision, and the addition of a nonclassroom-based program, if the charter was originally approved as a classroom-based program.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


RCS is in its sixth year of operation, and was among the first charter schools to be approved by the SBE. RCS was initially developed out of a desire to provide an alternative to the traditional K-8 schools in the Ridgecrest area; the school’s charter, as 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (cont.)


approved by the SBE, proposed to provide a Core Knowledge curriculum. However, the 

school no longer maintains a coordinator position on site and no longer sends its teachers for formal Core Knowledge training. With the implementation of the California content standards, the school has focused on direct instruction and “back to basics” skills, and has focused its professional development towards that end to target and improve its academic performance. Departure from the formal Core Knowledge program was made in large part to address the fact that the school has a significant proportion of beginning teachers who need a different type of focus and support to improve academic achievement. (RCS continues to face challenges in recruiting and retaining experienced teachers, given its relatively remote geographic location.) The departure from a Core Knowledge curriculum represents a material revision to the school’s charter, which will require approve by the SBE.

Review of RCS’ Academic Performance Index (API) over the past four years reflects a total drop of 63 points in the base scores since 2003 and corresponding declines in both the statewide ranking (from a 7 to a 4) and the similar schools ranking (from a mid-range of 5 or 6 to a 1). RCS has initiated a plan (required by the MOU) to improve academic achievement by incorporating the use of state-adopted instructional materials school-wide, and is focusing targeted professional development accordingly. 
RCS has requested a material revision to its charter to reflect the following:

1. The school’s departure from a Core Knowledge curriculum, and incorporation of a standards based curriculum and use of state-adopted instructional materials.

2. Authorization for RCS to offer, on a case-by-case basis, the use of short-term independent study contracts for students who receive prior approval for absences due to travel or extended illness, of three or more days in duration. Any such use of independent study will be limited to occasional, incidental instances of extended absences, and will be fully compliant with independent study law and regulations.

3. Incorporation of the newly adopted Charter School Closure Procedures regulations.

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the requested revisions to RCS’ charter.  The proposed revisions to the charter are reflected in a “track changes format” in the attachment to this item.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of the material revision to the RCS charter would have little (if any) effect on the total amount of state local assistance funding to public schools. To the extent 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (cont.)


students attend RCS, the funding to support the school is merely redirected from other
public schools. State costs are essentially the same.
	ATTACHMENTS


Attachment 1: Copy of the Proposed Revisions to Ridgecrest Charter School’s 
                       Charter (39 Pages)(This attachment is not available for Web viewing.  A printed copy is available in  the SBE Office.)
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