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	SUBJECT

Request for Approval of El Dorado County Office of Education Local Plan
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the El Dorado County Office of Education (EDCOE) local plan (Attachment 1) to initiate a multiple charter school local educational agency (LEA) (Attachment 2) Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 56195 with the following conditions applicable for three years: 

· through quarterly meetings and onsite visits, the CDE and the EDCOE will cooperatively monitor the special education programs provided through the participating charter schools ensuring students with disabilities receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE)

· the CDE and the EDCOE will collect data that will allow evaluation of SELPA efforts to ensure students with disabilities receive FAPE in member charter schools 

· in order for the SBE to consider the viability of continuing the SELPA and after three years, a report will be made to the SBE regarding the effectiveness of the multiple charter school LEA SELPA 

If the SBE, EDCOE, or individual charter school LEA members choose to dissolve the multiple charter school LEA SELPA, the members may return to their originating SELPA, or seek membership in another SELPA. The Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) may authorize additional charter school members upon receipt of a revised local plan. The SPI will notify the SBE of any change in SELPA membership.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


As required by EC Section 56100, each SELPA submits a local plan for review and approval by the SBE. In January 2000, pursuant to its statutory authority, the SBE delegated approval of SELPA local plans to the SPI. However, at such times when a proposed local plan exceeds the scope of that delegation, the SPI refers the local plan to the SBE for its review and approval. 

In June 2003, the SPI referred to the SBE a request to reconfigure the Tri-County SELPA to form three single county SELPAs, as they did not meet the 1983 SBE policy requiring minimum student populations and maximum geographic sizes. Although the proposed plans did not meet the population standards, the SBE approved the plans. For the same reason, the SPI referred to the SBE in March 2007 a request to form a single district SELPA in San Ramon Valley Unified School District. The SBE gave its consent. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


To assist the CDE examine alternatives to effectively serve students with disabilities enrolled in charter schools, the EDCOE currently participates as a pilot to examine the effectiveness of serving out-of-geographic charter school LEAs. As part of the study, the EDCOE serves ten out-of-geographic region charter schools under its approved local plan. However, serving those charter schools under the current SELPA caused financial hardship for the non-charter school LEA members. Not all charter school average daily attendance (i.e., ADA) in the first year was funded as the non-charter school members were declining in enrollment. In addition, growth in the enrollment of current members and future members of the SELPA remains unknown. The proposed solution involves forming a new multidistrict SELPA that serves out-of-geographic charter school LEAs.

EC Section 56195.1(b) and (f) authorize multiple charter schools to form a SELPA.  
However, the SPI referred the EDCOE local plan to the SBE because the SBE 1983 policy does not provide a standard for a SELPA that lacks a continuous border, as is the case with the EDCOE local plan.

The CDE review of the proposed local plan which purports to provide FAPE to students with disabilities enrolled in each charter school LEA revealed the proposed local plan addressed all statutory requirements (EC sections 56205-56206) (Attachment 3). 

In addition to meeting all local plan requirements and pursuant to EC Section 56195.3(b), each member changing affiliation to the proposed SELPA notified both SELPAs (i.e., the sending SELPA and EDCOE SELPA) at least one year prior to changing from one SELPA to another to ensure special education funds are accurately distributed. When a charter school applies to affiliate with a SELPA, the provisions of EC Section 47641(a) governs its application for participation as a local educational agency member (LEA) within the SELPA. Accordingly, a charter school deemed an LEA may participate in a SELPA, consistent with EC Section 56195.1. Each change in SELPA affiliation is a material change in the charter terms and was approved by each
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


charter authorizer pursuant to EC Section 47607. Respective county offices of education approved the proposed local plan (EC Section 56140(b)).
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Integral to the proposed plan, the reason for a charter school to leave its geographic SELPA may not be primarily fiscal. The reasons include increasing access to appropriate special education services and implementing quality programs for students with disabilities. Should the SBE approve the EDCOE application, the geographic SELPAs may potentially lose an estimated $700,000 of anticipated special education funding. However, each affected SELPA concurred with transfer of the charter schools to the proposed SELPA. Several of the proposed charter school LEA members are newly authorized and currently not a member of a SELPA.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
Original Local Plan Submission (229 pages)



(This attachment is not available for viewing on the Internet. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.) 

Attachment 2:
El Dorado County Charter Project Rev 4-10-07 (3 pages) 

(This attachment is not available for viewing on the Internet. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.)
Attachment 3:
Elements of the Local Plan (8 pages) 
(This attachment is not available for viewing on the Internet. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.)
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