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STAFF MEMORANDUM

TO:

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS

FROM:
SBE STAFF

DATE:

May 9, 2007
RE:
BOARD ITEM #4 – CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAMINATION (CAHSEE) AND SB 267: CONSIDERATION OF A COURSE OF ACTION TO ADOPT REGARDING PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES WHO HAVE MET ALL OTHER STATE AND LOCAL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS, BUT WHO ARE UNABLE TO SATISFY THE CAHSEE REQUIREMENT OR OBTAIN A WAIVER OF THE REQUIREMENT UNDER SECTION 60851(c) OF THE EDUCATION CODE 
Impact of CAHSEE on Graduation Rate


The CAHSEE pass rate for students with disabilities is lower than that for all other subgroups.  The critical question remains, however: to what extent will the CAHSEE requirement prevent students with disabilities who have completed their other graduation requirements from receiving a diploma.   To answer this question, we need to compare the graduation rate of students with disabilities before there was a CAHSEE graduation requirement with the CAHSEE pass rate of a later class.  If the rates are on a par, then it would appear that the CAHSEE graduation requirement will not prevent many students from graduating.


First, what is the pass rate?  According to the Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO), the independent evaluator for the CAHSEE, the pass rate for students with disabilities in the Class of 2006 was 47.8%.  HumRRO did not include in this rate, however, students who were eligible for a waiver of the CAHSEE requirement because they scored the equivalent of a passing score (350 or more) using a modification on one or both parts of the CAHSEE.  HumRRO has now reexamined its data and estimated that an additional 4.7% of students with disabilities obtained the equivalent of a passing score through the use of modifications (i.e., were eligible for a waiver).  CDE, through a survey sent to all LEAs with high schools, has arrived at a somewhat higher estimate: at least 5.7% of students with disabilities in the Class of 2006 obtained the equivalent of a passing score on the CAHSEE (and received a waiver).  Taking the average of these two numbers (5.2%), it is reasonable to estimate that approximately 53% of students with disabilities in the Class of 2006 passed, or obtained the equivalent of a passing score, on both sections of the CAHSEE. 


Second, what is the most recent graduation rate for students with disabilities who did not have to meet the CAHSEE requirement -- the Class of 2005?  According to CDE, that rate is 56%.  Since the two rates are on a par, it appears that the CAHSEE requirement will not have an undue impact on students with disabilities.    
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