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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2007 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Update including, but not limited to, Program Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


STAR Test Results

School districts started to receive their Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) results in mid-July. As of July 26, 2007, 1,260 out of 1,564 districts had received STAR results from Educational Testing Service (ETS), representing a total of 81 percent of the districts. Results were posted on the CDE Web site August 15 for school districts who had completed testing and returned tests to the contractor by June 25, 2007.

The CDE prepared documents to assist school districts and the public in interpreting results. The documents, “Explaining 2007 Test Results to Parents and Guardians,” and “Explaining 2007 Internet Reports to the Public,” are posted on the STAR Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/index.asp.

Data Review for STAR Tests

The Assessment Review Panels (ARPs) for the California Standards Tests (CSTs), the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), and the Standards Tests in Spanish (STS) met in July and August. The ARPs reviewed the statistics derived from the field-test items used in the 2007 STAR administration to inform test development for 2008.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Field Tests Scheduled for September 2007

STS

As of July 24, sixty districts, with approximately 4,000 eligible students per grade, had agreed to participate in the STS field tests for grades five through seven. These grades will be included as part of the STAR 2008 testing.
CMA 

As of July 24, seventy districts, with approximately 3,000 eligible students per grade, had agreed to participate in the California Modified Assessment (CMA) field test for grades three through five. These grades will be part of the STAR 2008 testing.
Standards Setting

A group of educators and community members, approved by CDE and SBE staff, will be convened to recommend performance levels for the STS. This group will meet on October 15–17 for reading-language arts and on October 22–24 for mathematics. The data they will review will be from the spring 2007 test results. It is anticipated that the recommended performance levels will be brought to the SBE in January 2008. 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the CSTs, STS, CAPA, and CMA.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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