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STATE SUPERINTENDENT JACK O’CONNELL SELECTS EXEMPLARY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS FOR 2008 U.S. SENATE YOUTH PROGRAM

SACRAMENTO – State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell announced today that two remarkable California high school students have been chosen as delegates to the prestigious and highly competitive United States Senate Youth Program.


Hayley Elizabeth Campbell, a senior at Palos Verdes High School (Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District) in Palos Verdes, Los Angeles County, and Zephanii N’shea Smith, a senior at Franklin High School (Stockton Unified School District) in Stockton, San Joaquin County were chosen from more than 125 applicants based on their scholastic achievement, leadership qualities, extra-curricular activities, and service to the community.


“I congratulate these academically talented and politically conscious young people,” O’Connell said. “Their profound commitment to education, community causes, and civic duty makes them a natural choice for this prominent leadership program.” 

Selected to serve as alternates in case either delegate cannot participate in the program are First Alternate Ilan (that’s spelled ILAN) Uri Ben-Meir, a senior at Santa Monica High School (Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District) in Santa Monica, Los Angeles County, and Second Alternate Lange Parks Luntao, a senior at Lincoln High School (Lincoln Unified School District) in Stockton, San Joaquin County.

A short biography of each of the four students is attached. Photos may be accessed at http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/av/vi/.

The delegates will participate in a week of intensive study of the federal government as guests of the U.S. Senate from March 1-8, 2008, in Washington, D.C. 
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The U.S. Senate Youth Program is an annual scholarship competition funded by the William Randolph Hearst Foundation and endorsed by the U.S. Senate. Each state and the District of Columbia select two high school juniors or seniors to participate in the program. The Foundation pays all expenses for the delegates, including transportation, hotel, and meals. In addition, each of the delegates will receive a $5,000 college scholarship from the Foundation.

 The students will personally experience their national government in action, hear major policy addresses by senators, cabinet members, and officials from federal agencies, as well as participate in a meeting with a U.S. Supreme Court justice.
Students must be nominated by their high school principal to participate in the program. A selection committee from the California Department of Education reviewed eligible nominees who submitted the required paperwork. After a rigorous review process, O’Connell selected the awardees based on the following criteria: the quality of the application, high academic achievement, excellent interpersonal skills and the ability to speak well, knowledge of American government and U.S. history, involvement in school and community activities, and demonstrated qualities of leadership. 
The four students will be recognized by the State Board of Education during its meeting on January 10, 2008 in Sacramento. For more information on the program, please visit http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/us/.
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Delegate

Hayley Elizabeth Campbell
Hayley Elizabeth Campbell is a senior at Palos Verdes High School in Palos Verdes, Los Angeles County, where she is the Secretary General of the Model United Nations; a participant in the Palos Verdes International Diploma Program; an Advanced Placement Scholar with Honors; Senior Class Representative/Hospitality Chair on the Las Niñas Service Guild governing board; and a four-year member of the Women’s Varsity Lacrosse Team. Hayley has taken classes for five summers at Johns Hopkins University’s Center for Talented Youth, recently specializing in the history of the Arab conflict and the effect of Islam. 

Hayley’s many other activities include 12 years as a Girl Scout, volunteering four years as a Spanish translator for the Los Angeles Orthopedic Hospital; building homes in Mexico during each of her high school spring breaks; teaching four years of Sunday school, singing/dancing as part of her church’s Student Appointed Leadership Team; and currently volunteering as the 46th Congressional District Volunteer Coordinator and as Head of the Los Angeles High School Student Coordinating Council for the Barack Obama ’08 presidential campaign.

Hayley is a serious student with a weighted grade point average of 4.68. She was awarded the Girl Scout Gold and Silver Awards for developing a cultural education curriculum for 250 elementary-aged school children, and the Fredrick Douglass and Susan B. Anthony Award for excellence in Humanities and Social Sciences for her dedication to social justice. Hayley scored perfect 5s on four Advanced Placement Exams: European History, American History, English Language and Composition, and Environmental Science. She was recognized in her junior year as an Athletic Scholar, and she enjoys yoga classes regularly. 

Hayley plans to attend a four-year university in Washington, D.C. with a major in International Relations and a minor in Religious Studies/Arabic. After undergraduate school, she wants to work abroad – perhaps as a teacher. She next plans to pursue a graduate seminary degree and a career with the State Department or a non-profit organization that promotes world cultural and interfaith cooperation.

Delegate

Zephanii N’shea Smith
Zephanii N’shea Smith is a senior at Benjamin Franklin Senior High School in Stockton, San Joaquin County, where she is the Student Member of the Stockton Unified School District (SUSD) Board of Trustees; Chief Operating Officer of the JROTC Battalion’s Special Operations Department, and founder of the Media Team which publishes The 
Stinger – a newsletter and the Battalion’s initiative; past Vice President of the Black Student Union; and a student journalist for Youthink – The Stockton Record. Zephanii is a candidate for a high school diploma from the International Baccalaureate Program. 
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Zephanii has put many hours into her extracurricular activities, including her work for the National Works Committee of the National Association of Colored People (NAACP) as President of the local chapter, Vice President of the State Youth Division, Chair of the Western Region, and the Region 1 Representative; as a United States Student Ambassador to People to People International; and as past Vice President of the City of Stockton Youth Advisory Commission. She has volunteered with the Christian Club, the Library Club, the People to People Central Valley Student Chapter, the SUSD Board of Education, JROTC, and her local Youth Center Action Team. Zephanii also has worked in various political campaigns for local and statewide candidates. In 2005, she was an intern for Congressman Dennis Cardoza, and she currently is an intern for Congressman Jerry McNerney. 

Zephanii is an excellent student with a weighted grade point average of 4.35. She is especially proud of the Susan B. Anthony Young Feminist Achiever Award for her community advocacy and service that she received this year from the San Joaquin County Commission on the Status of Woman. Her numerous awards include San Joaquin County African American Chamber of Commerce, Junior Woman of Color Award for Outstanding High School Student, Community Service Recognition; the  NAACP Kristin High Youth Leadership Award; two JROTC Superior Cadet Awards (plus 12 ribbons, three medals, and two trophies earned in two years); the Martin Luther King Youth of the Year Award for community service/academics; life-time membership in the National Society of High School Scholars; recognition in Who’s Who Among American High School Students; and several certificates of recognition from government officials at the local, state and congressional levels. 

Zephanii is applying to Harvard, Georgetown, Yale, University of Southern California, and Claremont McKenna College – among others. She eventually wants to pursue a career as a Government Relations Officer, and she plans to run for a political office so she can make public policy.
First Alternate

Ilan Uri Ben-Meir

Ilan Uri Ben-Meir is a senior at Santa Monica High School in Santa Monica, Los Angeles County, where he is the Senior Class President; the President of the Symphony Orchestra; founding editor of The Grip Doctrine, the school’s underground newspaper; A-Team Captain of the Academic Decathlon/Quiz Bowl, founder of the Future Lawyers of America Club; founder of the Samohi Community Service Corps; and member of Junior Statesmen of America, Black Student Union, and La Sociedad  

Ilan is also a founding member of the National Federation of Temple Youth Mitzvah Corps of the South, a group of students and adults who volunteered for Gulf Coast 
recovery work in Mississippi in 2006; and the Religious and Cultural Vice President of  his Temple Youth Group. He has worked on many Boy Scouts of America community service projects and is an Eagle Scout candidate.
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Ilan is an excellent student with an un-weighted grade point average of 4.0. His Academic Decathlon/Quiz Bowl Team won first place West of the Mississippi and eighth place nationally in the competition last year. He was the regional champion and state quarterfinalist in the Lions Club Student Speakers Competition; he won a National Latin Examination Gold Medal; a Southern California Academic Decathlon Gold Medal for Speech, and a Bronze Medal for Literature. Ilan was a National Council of Teachers of English Young Writers Award nominee, and he received an AFS Intercultural Program Award for Excellence full summer scholarship.

Ilan hopes to attend Yale University with a double-major in political science and English. He would like to join the Peace Corps in Africa, AmeriCorps, or Teach for America before studying law. His long-term goal is to become a U.S. Senator. 
Second Alternate

Lange Parks Luntao

Lange Parks Luntao is a senior at Lincoln High School in Stockton, San Joaquin County, where he is the Student Member of the Lincoln Unified School District Board of Trustees; the Government Affairs Director of the California Association of Student Councils; former President of the Associated Student Body; the Opinion Editor of The Lincolnian student newspaper; the Founder of the Planteers (Environmental) Club; Treasurer of the Speech and Debate Team; Commissioner of the Link Crew Club; and Central Valley Student Chapter President of People to People International. 

Lange has given much to his community: he has been a Key Club volunteer at homeless shelters and retirement homes, and a People to People project volunteer at the district’s elementary schools. He spent three weeks last summer as a Senate Page for U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer, and is currently working as an intern for Congressman Jerry McNerney’s District Office. Additional volunteer activities include tutoring Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) students, working as a school district aide for migrant students, and tutoring Spanish and chemistry students.

An excellent student with a weighted grade point average of 4.302, Lange was a finalist for the Student Trustee position on the California State Board of Education last year; the recipient of a Lincoln School Board Student Trustee Scholarship; City of Stockton Student of the Month; San Joaquin Valley Scholastic Press Association’s ’06-’07 Best Yearbook Photo Award recipient; a delegate to LeadAmerica’s Congressional Youth Leadership Council; recipient of People to People International’s Headquarters Scholarship, and delegate to its Global Youth Forum.

Lange plans to apply to Georgetown, UCLA, Stanford, and UC Berkeley and study International Relations or Area Development. He would like to join the Peace Corps or become a Foreign Service Officer. 
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