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August 29, 2007

Dear State and Federal Categorical Program Directors, and Charter School Directors:
As a follow-up to the letter of August 15, 2007 regarding Title I comparability requirements, I am sending you instructions and computation forms for calculating comparability data for the 2007-08 school year. 
The California Department of Education (CDE) has prepared the instructions and worksheets for your use to calculate comparability. The worksheets and forms provide two options for determining comparability: 1) the student to instructional staff ratio; and 2) the student to instructional staff salary ratio. 
The worksheets and forms are formatted so that they will give local educational agencies (LEA) immediate feedback on whether or not a Title I school is comparable. If it is not, LEAs must make immediate fiscal and/or staffing adjustments and re-enter the data to meet compliance.

Please note that an LEA that does not have more than one school for each grade span is exempt from the Title I comparability requirements. An LEA can also exclude schools with 100 or fewer students from the comparability requirements and calculations. 
Timelines for 2007-08 Comparability Reports

October 24, 2007 

This is the due date for LEAs to submit comparability calculations to the CDE by return e-mail to compar@cde.ca.gov. 

November 16, 2007

This is the due date for LEAs that could not meet compliance by October 24, 2007, and need additional time to make adjustments. 

The CDE will review submitted comparability reports. For those that are deemed still not meeting the comparability requirements, the Title I Policy and Accountability Office will require that the LEA resolve the non-compliance by no later than the end of the first semester of the same school year. The CDE will provide one-on-one technical assistance to ensure all LEAs meet comparability.

In addition, the CDE will annually conduct a random sampling of compliant LEA submissions to verify data submitted. 

Technical Assistance Workshops
The CDE conducted its first workshop on comparability on August 21, 2007 and will conduct four repeated sessions for LEA staff responsible for ensuring comparability compliance. The next one will be on September 18, 2007 after the Categorical Director’s meeting. Fiscal staff attending the afternoon session is not obliged to attend the morning session of the Categorical Program Directors’ meeting. The last three workshops are scheduled for the afternoons during the statewide Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) seminars. Again, fiscal staff attending an afternoon comparability session is not obliged to attend the morning session of the CPM seminar. See workshop details below. Please be aware that LEA staff need only attend one of the workshops.

1:00-3:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 18, 2007
Employment Development Department
722 Capitol Mall, Auditorium

Sacramento, CA 95814
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 20, 2007

Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport

1333 Bayshore Highway

Burlingame, CA 94010
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Town and Country Resort and Convention Center

500 Hotel Circle North

San Diego, CA 92108

2:30-4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 3, 2007

Wilshire Grand

930 Wilshire Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90017

To register for one of the above CDE workshops, please contact Mary Payne, Title I Policy and Accountability Office, at (916) 319-0853 or send an e-mail to compar@cde.ca.gov. 
In addition to the above workshops, there will be an opportunity to ask questions and receive additional information about comparability at a session to be presented by Kristen Tosh Cowan of the law firm of Brustein & Manasevit at the October 17, 2007, California Association of Administrators of State and Federal Education Programs Fall Institute in Long Beach. Conference and registration information is available at http://www.caasfepconference.com/.
If you have any questions regarding Title I, Part A accountability, please send an e-mail to compar@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Héctor Rico, Interim Director

School and District Accountability Division

HR:lz

Enclosures:

A) May 2006 Non-Regulatory Guidance on Title I Fiscal Issues by U.S. Department of Education

B) Title I Comparability Requirements and Instructions by California Department of Education

C) Computation Forms in Excel format
bcc:
William Padia, Deputy Superintendent, Assessment and Accountability Branch


Maria Reyes, Administrator, Title I Policy and Accountability Office
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