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Legislative Update

Bills Related to State Board of Education (SBE) Principles


1. Safeguard the State Board of Education-adopted academic content standards as the foundation of California's K-12 educational system; the same standards for all children. 

AB 97 (Torlakson) – School Curriculum: Content standards

This bill would establish a process for review and revision of the state academic content standards to coincide with the existing process for the revision of curriculum frameworks and the adoption of instructional materials. Panels established pursuant to this measure will review content standards and recommend revisions to the SBE, as they deem necessary. The revision of the content standards would be adopted by the SBE at least two years prior to the relevant curriculum framework approval. This bill also requires that if the recommended revisions are rejected, the SBE provide a written explanation, within 120 days, of why a panel’s recommendations are not adopted. 

AB 976 (Arambula) – Special Education and Independent Studies: Alternative Education Accountability
The bill would prohibit a school district or county office of education from offering independent study to a pupil if the school district or county office of education determines that the pupil is performing below state standards. This bill would include independent study as a school for purposes of the alternative accountability system. The bill would require that schools in the alternative accountability system receive an API score and be included in the API rankings. The bill would require that qualifying schools be eligible for the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program. In addition, the bill would require school districts and county offices of education participating in the alternative accountability system to report on specified achievement indicators to the California Department of Education (CDE). The bill would require the department to create a statewide standard for granting credit to pupils attending alternative education programs. 

2. Insure that curriculum is rigorous, standards-aligned, and research-based utilizing State Board of Education-adopted materials or standards-aligned textbooks in grades 9 to 12, to prepare children for college or the workforce.
AB 448 (Torres) – Consumer affairs: Financial education 
This bill would include in the duties of the Director of Consumer Affairs to propose and assist in the creation of programs for improving financial literacy. The bill would specifically require that the director participate with the Financial Literacy and Education Commission to implement in California the National Strategy for Financial Literacy, using existing resources. The bill would also make legislative findings and declarations and would state the intent of the Legislature that the SBE, county offices of education, and school districts find ways, within existing resources, to incorporate financial education and literacy into their curriculum offerings and to work with the Director of Consumer Affairs in this regard. 

AB 550 (Lieu) – California Financial Literacy Initiative  
This bill would establish the California Financial Literacy Initiative in the Controller's office for the purpose of providing resources and instruction to Californians. The initiative would be administered by the Controller. The bill would establish the California Financial Literacy Fund in the State Treasury and would authorize the Controller to deposit private donations into the fund from entities with no direct financial interest in any financial products. The bill would require those moneys to be made available upon appropriation in the annual Budget Act. The bill would require the Controller, beginning in 2011, to report to specified committees of the Legislature annually on or before August 30 on the implementation of the initiative.

AB 554 (Furutani) – Graduation requirements

Current law prohibits a pupil from receiving a diploma of graduation from high school unless he or she completes requirements, including, but not limited to, completing one course in visual or performing arts or foreign language and 2 courses in physical education. This bill would authorize a pupil, with the consent of his or her parent or guardian and with the concurrence of the governing board, to replace each of these courses with a career technical course. The bill would specify that, for purposes of graduation requirements, any career technical course completed pursuant to these provisions would serve as a legitimate substitute for the replaced course.
AB 717 (Cook) – Public school instruction: Social science: World War II: Filipinos 
This bill would encourage instruction in social science for grades 7 to 12, inclusive, to include instruction on World War II and the role of Filipinos in that war. 

SB 223 (Wyland) – Education: Economics: Financial literacy
This bill would require half of the economics course required for graduation to focus on personal finance and financial literacy. Because this bill would require schools to provide a higher level of service, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 
SB 234 (Wyland) – Curriculum: Oral histories: Genocide
This bill, commencing with the 2010-11 school year, would prohibit a pupil from receiving credit for passing a course in United States history and geography, or in world history, culture, and geography, without exposure in that course to an oral history component, as defined, specifically related to genocides. To the extent that school districts would be required to provide a higher level of service in order for pupils to meet this requirement, the bill would create a state-mandated local program. 

3. Insure the availability of State Board of Education-adopted instructional materials for Kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 and locally adopted standards-aligned instructional materials in grades 9 to 12. 
AB 146 (Mendoza) – Instructional materials: Delivery

This bill would require a publisher or manufacturer of instructional materials offered for adoption or sale in California to guarantee delivery, if applicable, by the date specified in the contract with the district and would make a publisher or manufacturer that fails to deliver instructional materials within 60 days of the receipt of a purchase order from a school district liable for damages in the amount of $500 for each working day that the order is delayed beyond 60 calendar days unless late delivery results from circumstances beyond the control of the publisher or manufacturer.
AB 314 (Brownley) – Instructional materials 
This bill would change the role of Curriculum Commission by deleting its role of recommending instructional materials; revise the timeframe by which pupils would be required to be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term to no later than 36 months after those materials were adopted by SBE; and would require that as a condition of receipt of funding a school district shall submit names of individuals  to be considered to serve in the review and evaluation of instructional materials submitted for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8. This bill also requires the reports from the content experts and instructional materials reviewers be posted on the CDE Web site.  

AB 482 (Mendoza) – Instructional materials: English learners 
This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to provide school districts with quality instructional materials written and taught in the English language to accelerate English language acquisition for English learners while upholding and teaching California's English language arts content standards. The bill would require the SBE to revise the reading/language arts framework to include, as a core program, the English Language Development Literacy Program, a basic comprehensive English language literacy program for English learners, that would be aligned to both the reading/language arts content standards and the English language development standards adopted by SBE. 
AB 487 (Brownley) – Instructional materials: Sale of surplus or undistributed obsolete instructional materials 
This bill would establish the Surplus Instructional Materials Fund under the administration of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI). The bill would provide that the moneys in the Surplus Instructional Materials Fund would be available, subject to appropriation, for allocation for the purpose of allowing school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools to acquire supplemental instructional materials. The bill would require that any deposit made into the Surplus Instructional Materials Fund, and the allocation of any moneys from this fund, including the subsequent use of those moneys, be subject to the annual audit of local educational agencies required by existing law. 

AB 525 (Anderson) – Instructional materials: Surplus or undistributed obsolete 
Current law provides for the disposition of surplus or undistributed obsolete instructional materials that are usable for instructional purposes in various ways, including, but not limited to, by donation to a nonprofit charitable organization, or by sale to an organization that agrees to use the materials solely for educational purposes. This bill would permit that sale without an assurance that the materials will be used solely for educational purposes. 

SB 247 (Alquist) – Electronic instructional materials 
Pursuant to current law, the Pupil Textbook and Instructional Materials Incentive Program Act, county offices of education may be eligible to use specified funds, if it is determined that there are insufficient textbooks or instructional materials for pupils in each school in the district, to take any action to ensure that each pupil has sufficient textbooks or instructional materials, or both, within two months of the beginning of the school year in which the determination is made. For purposes of these provisions, existing law defines "sufficient textbooks or instructional materials" to mean that each pupil has a standards-aligned textbook or instructional materials, or both, to use in class and to take home. This bill would provide that instructional materials may be provided to pupils in electronic form if sufficient textbooks or instructional materials have been made available to each pupil, as required. 
4. Support professional development for teachers on the adopted instructional materials that are used in the classroom. 
AB 272 (Solorio) – Teachers: Professional development

This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would provide public school teachers with professional development opportunities in order to improve instruction of English learners. 


AB 406 (Yamada) – School personnel: Classified School Employee Training 
This bill would establish the Classified School Employee Training Program. The bill would provide for the program to be administered by the SSPI, with the approval of the SBE. Under the Classified School Employee Training Program, the SSPI would award incentive funding to eligible school districts, county offices of education, charter schools, and community college districts for prescribed instruction and training for classified school employees. The bill would require CDE, after the program has been implemented for 5 years, to develop, subject to review and approval by the state board, a final report for submission to the Legislature regarding the program.
SB 100 (Correa) – Gifted and talented pupils: Identification 
This bill would require the Commission on Teacher Credentialing to review its criteria for the approval of teacher and administrator preparation programs to include training on the identification and appropriate instruction of gifted and talented pupils. The bill would require CDE to ensure that each staff person providing or receiving services through after school programs, the pupil retention block grant program, the professional development block grant, the beginning teacher support and assessment system, the administrator training program, the high priority schools grant program, and the mathematics and reading professional development program be provided training to allow and encourage the identification of gifted and talented pupils from traditionally underrepresented populations


5. Maintain the assessment and accountability system, including Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR), Early Assessment Program (EAP), California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) and California English Development Test (CELDT). 
AB 70 (Duvall) – English learners
This bill would require the CDE as part of its duties in administering the CELDT, to gather from each school district that has one or more English learners the criteria that the district uses for the reclassification of a pupil from English learner to proficient in English and to summarize and report the criteria it receives from school districts on CDE’s Web site in a manner that makes the criteria easily accessible to members of the public.

AB 173 (Price) – Low-performing schools 
This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to create, and to appropriate funds for, a commission tasked with identifying the necessary and appropriate steps toward creation of a measure of pupil learning over time, expectations for pupil performance based upon that measure, and nuanced eligibility criteria for schools and school districts to enter into program improvement. 


AB 429 (Brownley) – Public Schools Accountability Act of 1999: Advisory committee
This bill would require the Public School Accountability Act Advisory Committee, by July 1, 2011, to make recommendations to the SSPI for the establishment of a methodology for generating a measurement of academic performance using unique pupil identifiers and for developing a longitudinally valid assessment system in which annual academic growth can provide a more accurate and valid measure of a school's academic achievement growth and a pupil's academic achievement growth over time. 

AB 476 (Torlakson) – The Standardized Testing and Reporting Program 
This bill would eliminate the requirement that the STAR tests be administered to pupils in grade 2. 
AB 518 (Mendoza) – Public School Performance Accountability Program
This bill would require that the members of a school assistance and intervention team that contracts with a school district in which one or more numerically significant pupil subgroups, as defined, did not meet academic targets, possess specified certification and experience in meeting the needs of those pupil subgroups, and to use procedures and tools developed specifically for those pupil subgroups. 

AB 683 (Chesbro) – Local educational agencies: Program Improvement 
This bill would allow school districts without schools in program improvement that have been identified for Program Improvement (PI) corrective action under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) to receive federal Title I funds. Providing federal Title 1 funds to these districts would help them to meet their corrective action obligations assigned by the SBE. This is an SSPI sponsored bill. 

SB 253 (Wyland) – Pupil assessment: STAR testing 
This bill would require that any reading selection that is used as part of the assessment instruments administered under the STAR Program relate to American history. 

SB 264 (Wyland) – Pupil assessment: High school exit examination: American history 
This bill would require that a reading selection that is used as part of the administration of the High School Exit Examination relate to American history. 


SB 511 (Committee on Education) – Postsecondary education: Standardized testing: Nonresident tuition 
This bill would require CDE to ensure that a California Standards Test that is augmented for the purpose of determining readiness for college-level coursework inform a pupil in grade 11 that he or she may request that results from that assessment be released to a postsecondary educational institution. 


SB 521 (Romero) – Pupil testing: English language development test
This bill would require the California English Language Development Test be conducted during a 3-month test period that commences on the day when 65 percent of the instructional year is completed. The bill would require CDE annually to release sample questions from the English language development for the purpose of instruction and to provide the score a pupil achieves on the English language development test to the parent or guardian of the pupil in English and, if available, in the language reported on the home language survey. The bill would require that the score be provided in a format that uses terminology that is easy to understand and includes an explanation of the purpose of the test, the pupil's score, and the intended use of that score by the school district. 

6. Insure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board of Education-adopted standards as the
basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates.
AB 1 (Monning) – Teachers: Program of professional growth: Conflict resolution
This bill would specify that an individualized program of professional growth may include a course in negotiation, mediation, and conflict resolution, including peer mediation training and the theory and practice of nonviolence. The bill would specify that the course may include basic negotiation skills, communication skills, basic mediation and peer mediation, and theory and practice of nonviolence and peace building.
AB 239 (Brownley) – Teacher credentialing 
Current law requires the Commission on Teacher Credentialing to issue an authorization to a teacher to provide specified services to limited-English-proficient pupils, and sets forth the minimum requirements for that authorization. This bill would also authorize the commission to issue the authorization to an applicant who possesses a valid teaching credential and who holds certain certificates issued by the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards. 


7. Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education.

AB 78 (Portantino) – Pupils: Concurrent enrollment in community college and secondary or elementary school
This bill would authorize school districts to enter into partnerships with community college districts to provide secondary school pupils with the opportunity to benefit from advanced scholastic, career-technical, or other coursework at a campus of the California Community Colleges.
AB 218 (Portantino) – Postsecondary education: Educational and Economic Goals for California Higher Education 
The California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC) is required to develop criteria for evaluating the effectiveness of all aspects of postsecondary education. The CPEC is requested to convene an intersegmental advisory committee on transfer access and performance. The CPEC is also required to periodically review and make recommendations regarding postsecondary programs for adult and continuing education and report periodically to the Legislature and the Governor regarding the financial conditions of independent institutions, their enrollment and application figures, the number of student spaces available, and the respective cost of utilizing those spaces as compared to providing additional public spaces. The bill would delete these specific requirements of the CPEC. 


AB 555 (Furutani) – Community colleges: Attendance by secondary school pupils: Partnerships
This bill would authorize unspecified community college districts to enter into partnerships with school districts to provide secondary school pupils with the opportunity to benefit from advanced scholastic, career-technical, or vocational work, or other coursework at a campus of the California Community Colleges. The bill would require, for each partnership entered into pursuant to the bill, the affected community college district and school district to submit an annual report containing prescribed data. These provisions would be repealed on 
January 1, 2015.

SSPI Sponsored Bills

AB 95 (Torlakson) – School meals: Reimbursement 
This bill would specify that, if the SSPI determines that the appropriation set forth in the Budget Act of 2008-09 is insufficient to fully fund all free and reduced price meal reimbursement claims, CDE shall notify the Legislature of the statutory funding amount necessary to reimburse school districts at the prescribed rate. The bill would appropriate $19 million to reimburse claims pursuant to those provisions.

AB 174 (Carter) – School district reorganization 
This bill would authorize a county committee to approve a petition to create one or more new school districts if specified conditions are met, including the granting of approval authority by each county superintendent of schools with jurisdiction over an affected school district that elects to grant approval authority to the county committee on school district reorganization for which he or she is secretary, and the governing board of each of the affected school districts consents to the petition. The bill would apply the requirements described above regarding approval of petitions to transfer territory, notification of the county superintendent, and calling an election to petitions to create one or more new school districts pursuant to the bill. 

AB 220 (Brownley) – Public education facilities: Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2009 
This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would create a Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2009, to become operative only if approved by the voters at the November 3, 2009, statewide general election, and to provide for the submission of that act to the voters at that election. The bill also would state that it is the intent of the Legislature that such a bond act, if approved by the voters at that election, would provide for the issuance of an unspecified amount of state general obligation bonds to provide aid to school districts, county superintendents of schools, county boards of education, the California Community Colleges, the University of California, the Hastings College of the Law, and the California State University to construct and modernize education facilities. 
AB 261(Salas) – Pupil records: Privacy rights 
This bill would amend the California Education Code to bring it into compliance with the federal Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). Specifically, this bill would clarify that a lawfully issued subpoena must be obtained in specified circumstances in order for a law enforcement official to gain access to pupil records, provide parents the opportunity to opt their child out of being provided voter registration information by their local county elections official and allows the state to participate in interagency data systems while protecting pupil records. By bringing the state’s Education Code into compliance with FERPA, AB 261 will help ensure that California will retain its federal IDEA grant funding eligibility so that it can continue to receive the more than $1.3 billion federal grant for the provision of special education services to students with special needs. 

SB 123 (Liu) – California Career Resource Network Program
This bill would establish the network as a program in CDE, establish the State Agency Partners Committee to be composed of the members of the program, and require the State Agency Partners Committee to coordinate the use of network information and resources in its programs. These provisions would become operative on July 1, 2010.
SB 509 (Committee on Education) – Education Omnibus
This measure corrects errors, resolves conflicts in code sections, deletes obsolete references, and makes other noncontroversial changes to the Education Code.


Other Bills of Interest to the State Board of Education
Budget

SBX3 1 (Ducheny) – Budget Act of 2009
This bill would make appropriations for support of state government for the 2009-10 fiscal year. The Governor signed this bill on February 20. 
SBX3 4 (Ducheny) Education Trailer bill (selected provisions)

Current law requires the county superintendent of schools of each county, among other specified duties, to make annual visits to each school in his or her county at reasonable intervals to observe its operation and to learn of its problems. Current law requires that the priority objective of those visits be the determination of whether each school has sufficient textbooks, as defined. This bill would revise the definition of sufficient textbooks for the 
2008-09 and 2009-10 fiscal years and, during those fiscal years, would require a county superintendent of schools to use that revised definition to determine whether a school has sufficient textbooks. The bill would make these provisions inoperative on July 1, 2010, and repeal them on January 1, 2011.This bill was signed by the Governor on February 20.  

SCA 6 (Simitian) – Taxation: Educational entities: Parcel tax
The California Constitution conditions the imposition of a special tax by a city, county, or special district upon the approval of 2/3 of the voters of the city, county, or special district voting on that tax, and prohibits these entities from imposing an ad valorem tax on real property or a transactions or sales tax on the sale of real property. This measure would alternatively condition the imposition, extension, or increase of a parcel tax, as defined, by a school district, community college district, or county office of education upon the approval of 55 per cent of its voters voting on the proposition, and would also make conforming changes to related provisions.
Career Technical Education

AB 36 (Furutani) – Public education: Readiness year program

This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to develop a readiness year program in the public education system that provides basic skills training for individuals entering or reentering an academic institution or the workforce and prepares those individuals to meet California's career technical education and workforce development needs.
SCR 8 (Padilla) – Information and Communication Technologies digital literacy
This measure would request that the Governor create the California Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Digital Literacy Leadership Council to provide leadership regarding ICT digital literacy, defined as using digital technology, communications tools, or networks, or any combination thereof, to access, manage, integrate, evaluate, create, and communicate information in order to function in a knowledge-based economy and society. The SSPI would be invited to join the Council. 

Categorical Program Reform
AB 71(Duvall) – Categorical education funding: Block grants This bill would (1) enact categorical program reform legislation to establish block grants containing public elementary and secondary categorical program funding and (2) increase local control over public elementary and secondary program spending and reduce bureaucracy at the state level.

AB 451(De Leon) –  Education finance: The Opportunity to Learn Block Grant
Current law establishes the public school system in this state, and, among other things, provides for the establishment of school districts throughout the state and for the provision of instruction at the public elementary and secondary schools that these districts operate and maintain. Current law establishes a public school funding system that includes, among other elements, various block grants, pursuant to which funds are allocated to local educational agencies for specific purposes. The Targeted Instructional Improvement Block Grant is among the block grants established under current law. This bill would repeal the provisions that establish the Targeted Instructional Improvement Block Grant. This bill would create the Opportunity to Learn Block Grant, under the administration of the SSPI, to provide English language learners, disadvantaged pupils, and certain adults with instructional programs. The bill would prescribe the purposes for which the Opportunity to Learn Block Grant could be used. 
Charter Schools
AB 284 (Garrick) – Charter schools 
The Charter Schools Act of 1992 permits teachers and parents to petition the governing board of a school district to approve a charter school to operate independently from the existing school district structure as a method of accomplishing, among other things, improved pupil learning. A charter petition is required to be signed by a specified number of teachers or parents who are meaningfully interested in either enrolling their children in the school or teaching at the school. This bill would authorize the chancellor of a campus of the University of California, the president of a campus of the California State University, the governing board of a community college district, the mayor of a city, or a nonprofit corporation to submit a petition directly to SBE without gathering signatures of parents or teachers. The SBE would be authorized to approve a charter petition for the operation of a charter school by the University of California, California State University, or community college district within the county in which it maintains a campus, or by a mayor within the city limits, or by a nonprofit corporation within the county in which the corporation operates. 


AB 572 (Brownley) – Charter schools: Governing boards 
This bill would require a charter school to adopt and comply with a conflict-of-interest policy. By requiring charter schools to perform additional duties, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 
SB 108 (Walters) – Government tort claims: Charter schools 
Current law, the California Tort Claims Act, governs the tort liability and immunity of, and claims and actions against, public entities and their officers and employees. A public entity, as defined, is not liable for an injury, except as otherwise provided by statute, whether the injury arises out of an act or omission of the public entity or a public employee or any other person. This bill would authorize the California Law Revision Commission to submit a report to the Legislature, on or before May 1, 2009, that addresses the question of whether charter schools should be added to the list of public agencies covered by the California Tort Claims Act. 


 
SB 191 (Wright) – Charter schools: Funding 
Current law requires the SSPI to annually compute a general-purpose entitlement for each charter school. It also prescribes calculations to modify that general-purpose entitlement with regard to specified pupils who attend a charter school that is established through the conversion of an existing public school within a unified school district on or after July 1, 2005. This bill instead would require that those modified calculations for charter schools that convert to charter schools on or after July 1, 2005, only be made for the first three fiscal years subsequent to the conversion of the school. The bill would require, following this three fiscal year period, that the general-purpose entitlement for schools that convert to charter schools on or after July 1, 2005, be no greater than the amount calculated by the SSPI for charter schools generally. The bill would provide that a unified school district that is the sponsoring local educational agency of a charter school is not required to make the modified calculations for a converted charter school in any fiscal year if the unified school district certifies an entitlement to an apportionment amount, as determined pursuant to a statute, that is lower than the apportionment amount the unified school district certified in the prior fiscal year. The bill would declare that its provisions do not preclude a charter school or unified school district from agreeing to an alternative funding formula. 
Data

AB 72 (Duvall) – Pupil Data

This bill would require the State Chief Information Officer (SCIO) to manage the data of local educational agencies (LEAs) through the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS). LEAs would be authorized to share data with each other through CALPADS.

The bill would also require the SCIO to establish a pupil data team composed of specified persons to provide input and make recommendations to the SCIO regarding policy and procedures, including, but not limited to, the functionality of CALPADS data and response to requests for data. 

SB 19 (Simitian) – Education Data
This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to amend the Education Code to enact legislation that would create in state government the Statewide Education Data Governing Board, the purpose of which would be to facilitate the linking of education data from disparate education and non-education sources. This is an SSPI co-sponsored bill. 
Facilities

AB 122 (Coto) – Small Schools

This bill would authorize a school district to establish a small school as part of an academic reform strategy focused on the positive outcomes small schools are intended to produce. The bill would encourage school districts that establish one or more small schools to apply for new construction grants for unhoused pupils as a vehicle for establishing small schools on, adjacent to, or separate from existing campuses, use modernization funding to modernize and reconfigure existing campuses into small schools, either as part of a comprehensive school complex or as a cluster of small schools, and establish the small school pursuant to a dependent charter, as defined, in order to provide the small school with the flexibility of a charter school while allowing it to be located within the district. The bill would repeal these provisions on January 1, 2015.

AB 346 (Torlakson) – Joint-use school facilities 
This bill would authorize the State Allocation Board to provide a grant to fund a joint-use project on property that is adjacent to a schoolsite and owned by a governmental entity, as defined. The joint-use agreement would be required to provide that the land would be leased to the school district for a period that reflects the useful life of the facility to be constructed. 

AB 821 (Brownley) – School facilities: Maintenance 
The bill would require, when it is economically feasible, but not later than the 2010-11 school year, all school districts and all nonpublic elementary and secondary schools with 50 or more pupils to purchase and use exclusively environmentally preferable cleaning and maintenance products. The bill would require a school district or school to provide written notification that it will not purchase and use environmentally preferable cleaning and maintenance products to CDE, annually, if it determines that it is not economically feasible to purchase and use those products, until it is feasible to do so. The bill also would require the Department of General Services and CDE to post on their Internet Web sites information to assist school districts and schools to comply with these provisions. Because this bill would require school districts to perform new duties, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 
SB 365 (Ducheny) – State Allocation Board: Office of Public School Construction
Current law provides that the State Allocation Board consists of the Director of Finance, the Director of General Services, a person appointed by the Governor, the SSPI, and 3 members from each house of the Legislature. This bill would retain the SSPI, or his or her designee, as a member of the board, but would increase the number of gubernatorial appointments to the board to 4, specifying that these appointees would serve staggered terms, and would be required to have expertise in educational facilities construction, engineering, architecture, or finance, or expertise in compliance with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act or other planning and construction standards for pupils with special needs. The bill would also reduce the number of members appointed by each house of the Legislature from 3 to 2, and give the legislative appointing authorities the option to appoint public members instead of Members of the Legislature. The bill would make the Director of Finance and the Director of General Services, or their respective designees, nonvoting members of the board. 

Fiscal

AB 837 (Torlakson) School attendance: Online education
This bill would provide that school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools that offer online education courses may claim a percentage of average daily attendance based on the percentage of the schoolday that a pupil taking at least one online course spends in a classroom-based setting. 
AB 339(Torres) Education finance: County offices of education 
This bill would express findings and declarations of the Legislature relating to the funding of county offices of education. The bill would require, notwithstanding any other provision of law, the SSPI to ensure that each county office of education be eligible for any funding opportunity that would benefit pupils, parents or caregivers, or educators and that would be available to a school district in circumstances that are substantially similar to those pertaining to that county office of education. 
Funding

AB 8 (Brownley) – Education finance: Working group
This bill would express findings and declarations of the Legislature with respect to the school funding system in the state. This bill would require the Director of Finance and the Legislative Analyst to convene a working group to make findings and recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor on or before December 1, 2010, regarding restructuring California's school finance system. The bill would require those findings and recommendations to include, among other things, alternative structures for funding public schools, the policy and fiscal implications of the alternative funding structure or structures, and an evaluation mechanism to facilitate continuous improvement, maximum transparency, and accountability of the funding structures.
AB 60 (Coto) – Education finance: Study relating to weighted pupil funding formulas
This bill would express legislative intent to simplify and make transparent the process through which funding is provided for each public school pupil, to equalize the funding for pupils within significant parameters, and to focus per-pupil funding on enabling all California pupils to reach high state academic standards. 
Governance

AB 137 (Jefferies) – Open meetings: Advisory committees

This bill would limit advisory committees composed solely of the members of a legislative body who do not make up a quorum of the legislative body and whose subject matter jurisdiction has cumulatively lasted for two years or less from complying with the Ralph M. Brown Act open meeting requirements.
SB 312 (Romero) – Public meetings and hearings
This bill would require the SBE and the State Allocation Board to provide for live video and audio transmission of all meetings and hearings that are open to the public through a technology that is accessible to as large a segment of the public as possible. The bill would require the SBE and the State Allocation Board to take all reasonable steps to provide for live video and audio transmission of all meetings and hearings that are open to the public through cable television, Web cast, and the K-12 High Speed Network. The SBE and the State Allocation Board also would be required to consult with the State Chief Information Officer for the purposes of implementing the provisions of the bill.
Higher Education
SB 48 (Alquist) – College textbooks: Affordability and online textbooks
This bill would express the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation relating to the affordability of college textbooks and the promotion and use of online textbooks.
Military
AB 343 (Saldana) – Pupils: Military families
This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to ratify the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children and would declare the purpose of that compact.
Special Education

AB 82 (Evans) – Dependent children: Psychotropic medications 
This bill would expand the authority of a juvenile court judicial officer to make orders regarding the administration of psychotropic medications to include a dependent child or ward who has been removed from the physical custody of his or her parent or guardian, or a child who has been removed from the physical custody of a parent or guardian pending adjudication as a dependent child. This measure would also enhance the measures a juvenile court judicial officer must adhere to when ordering the administration of psychotropic medications.
AB 140 (Beall) – Developmental disabilities
This bill would establish procedures for the resolution of disputes between a regional center and a public agency, as defined, over provision of, or payment for, services that are contained in an individualized family service plan or individual program plan for any child less than six years of age.

AB 421(Beall) – Seriously emotionally disturbed children: Out-of-home placement 

This bill, until January 1, 2013, would authorize payments issued by county welfare departments, for 24-hour out-of-home care to be provided on behalf of any seriously emotionally disturbed child who has been placed out of home pursuant to an individualized education program (IEP) to be made to an out-of-state privately owned residential facility that meets applicable licensing requirements, and that is organized and operated on a for-profit basis 
AB 661(Torlakson) – Special education: Behavioral intervention plans: Mandate claim: Funding 
This bill would appropriate $190 million to the SSPI for allocation to County Offices of Education and Special Education Local Plan Areas to provide payments in full satisfaction of, and in lieu of, any reimbursable mandate claims resulting from the statement of decision of the Commission on State Mandates regarding the Behavioral Intervention Plans Mandated Cost Test Claim.
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