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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JANUARY 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Request to increase reimbursement rate for services provided by Budget Review Committee members.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) increase the reimbursement rate from $100 per day to $500 per day plus associated travel and per diem expenses at district rates for Budget Review Committee members.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


California Education Code sections 1622 and 42127 require the formation of a Budget Review Committee (BRC) whenever a local educational agency’s (LEA’s) budget is not approved by the appropriate reviewing authority and the BRC is not waived. The SBE is required to establish reimbursement rates for members of BRCs. 

The BRC is composed of three persons selected by the governing board of the LEA from a list of candidates provided by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI). The list of candidates is composed of persons who have expertise in the fiscal and educational management of a school district or county office of education. Members of the committee are to be reimbursed by the CDE for their services and associated expenses while on official business at rates established by the SBE.

In October 1989, the SBE set the reimbursement rate for BRC members at $100 per day plus travel and per diem expenses at state rates. The $100 per day rate was viewed as an honorarium to recognize the skill and expertise of the participating committee members. There have been 20 Budget Review Committees conducted since 1989. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The reimbursement rate for BRC members has not been increased since 1989. It is difficult to find people willing to serve on BRC at the current rate. Increasing the rate to $500 per day would assist in recruiting members by providing pay at a comparable rate to that paid by the Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance Team and the Regional Fiscal Assistance Teams for similar work.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


BRC members are currently paid for out of the CDE state operations budget. A history of the BRCs conducted is attached. In some years, there were no BRCs. Many years had one committee. The most conducted in one year was four. Based on an estimate of one BRC per year, approval of the increase in the reimbursement rate would increase state operations costs by an estimated $8,400 per year. This estimate is based on conducting one BRC per year for seven days with three members at an increase of $400 per member per day (7 x 3 x $400 = $8,400). CDE is pursuing legislation to transfer the cost of the BRC to the districts and county offices requesting the review. County offices would be eligible for reimbursement of their costs through the existing AB 1200 reimbursement process for county fiscal oversight. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: History of Disapproved Local Educational Agency Budgets (2 Pages)
California Department of Education

Disapproved Local Educational Agency Budgets
	Fiscal Year
	FY Totals
	County
	Local Educational Agency
	Resolution

	1989-90
	4
	Contra Costa

Humboldt

Merced

Riverside
	Richmond Unified

Eureka High

Merced River Union Elementary

Murrieta Valley Unified
	State BRC

State BRC

State BRC

State BRC

	
	
	
	
	

	1990-91
	3
	Alameda

Los Angeles

Yolo
	Newark Unified

Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Union Elementary

Woodland Unified
	State BRC

State BRC

State BRC

	
	
	
	
	

	1991-92
	0
	
	N/A
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	

	1992-93
	3
	San Mateo

Santa Cruz

Tulare
	Laguna Salada Union Elementary

Pajaro Valley Unified

Visalia Unified
	State BRC

State BRC

State BRC

	
	
	
	
	

	1993-94
	2
	Los Angeles

Riverside
	Inglewood Unified

Jurupa Unified
	State BRC

State BRC

	
	
	
	
	

	1994-95
	1
	Los Angeles
	Montebello Unified
	State BRC

	
	
	
	
	

	1995-96
	1
	Fresno
	Mendota Unified
	State BRC

	
	
	
	
	

	1996-97
	1
	Orange
	Laguna Beach Unified
	State BRC

	
	
	
	
	

	1997-98
	0
	
	N/A
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	

	1998-99
	0
	
	N/A
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	

	1999-00
	2
	Alameda

Contra Costa
	San Leandro Unified
John Swett Unified
	BRC Waived
RRC

	
	
	
	
	

	2000-01
	1
	Alameda
	Emery Unified
	BRC Waived

	
	
	
	
	

	2001-02
	4
	Alameda

Kern

Santa Clara

Yolo
	Berkeley Unified
Muroc Joint Unified 
Orchard Elementary

Esparto Unified
	BRC Waived
RRC
BRC Waived

BRC Waived

	
	
	
	
	

	2002-03
	5
	Alameda

Alameda

Contra Costa

San Bernardino

San Bernardino
	Berkeley Unified

Oakland Unified

Pittsburg Unified

Trona Joint Unified
Victor High
	BRC Waived

BRC Waived

RRC
BRC Waived

BRC Waived

	
	
	
	
	

	2003-04
	5
	Alameda

Alameda

Alameda

Solano

Tehama
	Berkeley Unified

Hayward Unified

Livermore Joint Unified

Vallejo Unified
Corning Union Elementary
	BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

	
	
	
	
	

	2004-05
	4
	Alameda

Fresno

San Bernardino

Tehama
	Hayward Unified 

Fresno Unified
Chino Unified 

Corning Union Elementary
	BRC Waived
BRC Waived

State BRC

BRC Waived


California Department of Education

Disapproved Local Educational Agency Budgets
	Fiscal Year
	FY Totals
	County
	Local Educational Agency
	Resolution

	2005-06
	7
	Alameda

Butte

Fresno

Fresno

Los Angeles

Tehama

Tehama
	Hayward Unified

Biggs Unified 

Fresno Unified 

Parlier Unified 

Lowell Joint Elementary 

Corning Union Elementary 

Los Molinos Unified 
	BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

	
	
	
	
	

	2006-07
	0
	
	N/A
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	

	2007-08
	4
	Fresno

Humboldt

Los Angeles

Sonoma


	Golden Plains Unified

Rohnerville Elementary

Gorman Joint Elementary

Healdsburg Unified
	BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

	2008-09
	6
	Glenn

Lassen

Los Angeles

Los Angeles

Monterey

San Benito
	Willows Unified

Westwood Unified

Centinela Valley Union High

Gorman Elementary

Kings City Joint Union High

Aromas-San Juan Unified
	State BRC

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived

BRC Waived


BRC – Budget Review Committee

RRC – Regional Review Committee
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