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Legislative Update

Bills Related to State Board of Education (SBE) Principles


1. Safeguard the State Board of Education-adopted academic content standards as the foundation of California's K-12 educational system; the same standards for all children. 

AB 97 (Torlakson) – School Curriculum: content standards.
This bill would establish a process for review and revision of the state academic content standards to coincide with the existing process for the revision of curriculum frameworks and the adoption of instructional materials. Panels established pursuant to this measure will review content standards and recommend revisions to the SBE as they deem necessary. The revision of the content standards would be adopted by the SBE at least two years prior to the relevant curriculum framework approval. This bill also requires that if the recommended revisions are rejected, the SBE provide a written explanation, within 120 days, of why a panel’s recommendations are not adopted. 

This bill was introduced on January 6 and may be heard in committee on or after February 6.

AB 146 (Mendoza) – Instructional materials: delivery.
This bill would require a publisher or manufacturer of instructional materials offered for adoption or sale in California to guarantee delivery, if applicable, by the date specified in the contract with the district and would make a publisher or manufacturer that fails to deliver instructional materials within 60 days of the receipt of a purchase order from a school district liable for damages in the amount of $500 for each working day that the order is delayed beyond 60 calendar days unless late delivery results from circumstances beyond the control of the publisher or manufacturer, as specified.
This bill was introduced on January 6 and may be heard in committee after February 22. 

2. Insure that curriculum is rigorous, standards-aligned, and research-based utilizing State Board of Education-adopted materials or standards-aligned textbooks in grades 9 to 12, to prepare children for college or the workforce.
None.

3. Insure the availability of State Board of Education-adopted instructional materials for Kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 and locally adopted standards-aligned instructional materials in grades 9 to 12. 
None.
4. Support professional development for teachers on the adopted instructional materials that are used in the classroom. 
None.

5. Maintain the assessment and accountability system, including Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR), Early Assessment Program (EAP), California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) and California English Development Test (CELDT). 
AB 70 (Duvall) – English learners.

This bill would require the California Department of Education (CDE), as part of its duties in administering the CELDT, to gather from each school district that has one or more English learner the criteria that the district uses for the reclassification of a pupil from English learner to proficient in English and to summarize and report the criteria it receives from school districts on CDE’s website in a manner that makes the criteria easily accessible to members of the public.

This bill was introduced on December 12, 2008, and may be heard in committee after January 14.


6. Insure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board of Education-adopted standards as the basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates. 
AB 1 (Monning) – Teachers: program of professional growth: conflict resolution.
This bill would specify that an individualized program of professional growth may include a course in negotiation, mediation, and conflict resolution, including peer mediation training and the theory and practice of nonviolence. The bill would specify that the course may include basic negotiation skills, communication skills, basic mediation and peer mediation, and theory and practice of nonviolence and peace building.
This bill was introduced on December 1 and may be heard in committee after January 1.

7. Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education. 

AB 78 (Portantino) – Pupils: concurrent enrollment in community college and secondary or elementary school.
This bill would authorize school districts to enter into partnerships with community college districts to provide secondary school pupils with the opportunity to benefit from advanced scholastic, career-technical, or other coursework at a campus of the California Community Colleges.

This bill was introduced on December 18 and may be heard in committee after January 18.

Other bills sponsored by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI)
AB 95 (Torlakson) – School meals: reimbursement.
This bill would specify that, if the SPI determines that the appropriation set forth in the Budget Act of 2008-09 is insufficient to fully fund all free and reduced price meal reimbursement claims, CDE shall notify the Legislature of the statutory funding amount necessary to reimburse school districts at the prescribed rate. The bill would appropriate $19 million to reimburse claims pursuant to those provisions.

This bill was introduced on January 7 and may be heard in committee after February 6.
AB 220 (Brownley) – Public education facilities: Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2009.
This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would create a Kindergarten-University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2009, to become operative only if approved by the voters at the November 3, 2009, statewide general election, and to provide for the submission of that act to the voters at that election. 

 This bill was introduced on February 4 and may be heard in committee after March 4.
SB 123 (Liu) – California Career Resource Network (CalCRN).
This bill is a good government measure which would administratively place CalCRN within CDE, allowing CDE to provide CalCRN the necessary administrative and state agency resources to carry out its duties. This bill will streamline budgeting, accounting, personnel, and contracting functions, reduce the administrative burden CalCRN faces and enhance its ability to develop and support career guidance resources. 
This bill was introduced on February 4 and is currently in the Senate Rules Committee.  

Other Bills of Interest to the State Board of Education
Budget

SCA 6 (Simitian) – Taxation: educational entities: parcel tax.

The California Constitution conditions the imposition of a special tax by a city, county, or special district upon the approval of 2/3 of the voters of the city, county, or special district voting on that tax, and prohibits these entities from imposing an ad valorem tax on real property or a transactions or sales tax on the sale of real property. This measure would alternatively condition the imposition, extension, or increase of a parcel tax, as defined, by a school district, community college district, or county office of education upon the approval of 55 per cent of its voters voting on the proposition, and would also make conforming changes to related provisions.
This bill was introduced on December 9, 2008, and may heard in committee after January 9.
Career Technical Education

AB 36 (Furutani) – Public education: readiness year program.
This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to develop a readiness year program in the public education system that provides basic skills training for individuals entering or reentering an academic institution or the workforce and prepares those individuals to meet California's career technical education and workforce development needs.
This bill was introduced on December 1, 2008, and may be heard in committee after January 1.

SCR 8 (Padilla) – Information and Communication Technologies digital literacy.
This measure would request that the Governor create the California Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Digital Literacy Leadership Council to provide leadership regarding ICT digital literacy, defined as using digital technology, communications tools, or networks, or any combination thereof, to access, manage, integrate, evaluate, create, and communicate information in order to function in a knowledge-based economy and society. The SPI would be invited to join the Council. 

This bill was introduced on January 13 and is currently in the Senate Rules Committee.
Data

SB 19 (Simitian) – Education Data.
This bill would further state the intent of the Legislature to amend the Education Code to enact legislation that would create in state government the Statewide Education Data Governing Board, the purpose of which would be to facilitate the linking of education data from disparate education and non-education sources.
This bill was introduced on December 1 and may be heard in committee after January 1.

AB 72 (Duvall) – Pupil Data.
This bill would require the State Chief Information Officer (SCIO) to manage the data of local educational agencies (LEAs)  through the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS). LEAs would be authorized to share data with each other through CALPADS.

The bill would also require the SCIO to establish a pupil data team composed of specified persons to provide input and make recommendations to the SCIO regarding policy and procedures, including, but not limited to, the functionality of CALPADS data and response to requests for data. 

This bill was introduced on December 12, 2008, and may be heard in committee after January 12.
Facilities

AB 122 (Coto) – Small Schools.
This bill would authorize a school district to establish a small school as part of an academic reform strategy focused on the positive outcomes small schools are intended to produce. The bill would encourage school districts that establish one or more small schools to apply for new construction grants for unhoused pupils as a vehicle for establishing small schools on, adjacent to, or separate from existing campuses, use modernization funding to modernize and reconfigure existing campuses into small schools, either as part of a comprehensive school complex or as a cluster of small schools, and establish the small school pursuant to a dependent charter, as defined, in order to provide the small school with the flexibility of a charter school while allowing it to be located within the district. The bill would repeal these provisions on January 1, 2015.

This bill was introduced on January 16 and may be heard in committee on or after February 15.

Funding
AB 60 (Coto) – Education finance: study relating to weighted pupil funding formulas.
This bill would express legislative intent to simplify and make transparent the process through which funding is provided for each public school pupil, to equalize the funding for pupils within significant parameters, and to focus per-pupil funding on enabling all California pupils to reach high state academic standards. 
This bill was introduced on December 9, 2008, and may be heard in committee after January 9.
AB 8 (Brownley) – Education finance: working group.
This bill would express findings and declarations of the Legislature with respect to the school funding system in the state. This bill would require the Director of Finance and the Legislative Analyst to convene a working group to make findings and recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor on or before December 1, 2010, regarding restructuring California's school finance system. The bill would require those findings and recommendations to include, among other things, alternative structures for funding public schools, the policy and fiscal implications of the alternative funding structure or structures, and an evaluation mechanism to facilitate continuous improvement, maximum transparency, and accountability of the funding structures.

This bill was introduced on December 1, 2008, and may be heard in committee after January 1.

AB 71 (Duvall) – Categorical education funding: block grants.
This bill would (1) enact categorical program reform legislation to establish block grants containing public elementary and secondary categorical program funding and (2) increase local control over public elementary and secondary program spending and reduce bureaucracy at the state level.

This bill was introduced on December 12, 2008, and may be heard in committee after January 1.
Governance

AB 137 (Jefferies) – Open meetings: advisory committees.
This bill would limit advisory committees composed solely of the members of a legislative body who do not make up a quorum of the legislative body and whose subject matter jurisdiction has cumulatively lasted for two years or less from complying with the Ralph M. Brown Act open meeting requirements.

This bill was introduced on January 21 and may be heard in committee on or after February 20.

Higher Education
SB 48 (Alquist) – College textbooks: affordability and online textbooks.

This bill would express the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation relating to the affordability of college textbooks and the promotion and use of online textbooks.
This bill was introduced on January 12 and may be heard in committee on or after February 12.
Special Education

AB 140 (Beall) – Developmental disabilities.
This bill would establish procedures for the resolution of disputes between a regional center and a public agency, as defined, over provision of, or payment for, services that are contained in an individualized family service plan or individual program plan for any child less than six years of age.

This bill was introduced on January 20 and may be heard in committee on or after February 20.
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