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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Model Standards for School Libraries: Approval to Develop Statutorily Required Model Standards for School Libraries.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) authorize the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to develop statutorily required model standards for school libraries.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


September 1977: The SBE adopted California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR), Section 16041, regarding the resources that may be provided in school libraries.

March 1972: The SBE adopted 5 CCR Section 16040, definition of “school library services” and “school library.”
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


California Education Code (EC) Section 18101 requires that “The State Board of Education shall adopt standards, rules, and regulations for school library services.”
The SBE adopted 5 CCR for school libraries that defined school library services and listed resources that may be in school library collections. 

Other than providing definitions of various aspects of school library services, specific standards and rules for school library services have not been adopted. 
Standards for school libraries should include the intersection between information literacy, including technology skills, or what many are calling 21st century learning skills, and the content area standards. The emphasis is on what students should know and be able to do. In addition, quantifiable numbers could be included for staffing, collections and resources, and facilities. The proposed standards will provide guidance to schools and districts to implement effective school library programs. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The CDE has published documents that relate specifically to school library programs. They include:

· School Libraries in California: A Report to the California Legislature Pursuant to Chapter 1650, Statutes of 1963, and Chapter 1337, Statutes of 1965 (1968).

· The Crisis in California School Libraries, A Special Study. Prepared by Program Evaluation and Research Division, CDE (1986).

· Check It Out! Assessing School Library Media Programs: A Guide for School District Education Policy and Implementation Teams (1998).

· The CDE conducts an annual survey of school library programs and publishes the results as part of the CDE Fact Book and Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Resources Web pages. 
The resulting California School Library Model Standards document should include the following elements:

· Background including EC sections with links to more details and a current snapshot of California school libraries based on survey data and national comparisons. 


· Summary of the research base with links including, but not limited to, studies in 16 states, new California research, access to books studies, Florida study on library circulation and reading scores. 


· California school library content standards, also known as information literacy or 

21st century learning skills, and correlation with California academic content standards as appropriate.

· Quantifiable standards for staffing, collections, and resources, including technology and equipment, and facilities based on national and state statistics and research. 
· Appendix: May include research process options, sample policies that relate to implementing standards, links to resources, examples of integrated information literacy skills and state content standards, Commission on Teacher Credentialing regulations, and distinguished schools matrix. 
Proposed time line:

March 2009


SSPI begins discussions with interest groups and experts
March 2009 



SSPI proposes project to SBE
April 2009



Public Input

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
March – August 2009


CDE staff prepare draft document

September – October 2009

Online field review of draft standards

October – November 2009

Final edits
January 2010



SBE approval
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The estimated cost to edit and publish the document is $24,000. The CDE will work within existing resources and request in-kind assistance from the California School Library Association and other interested parties. Meetings will be held via teleconference and other cost-effective uses of technology or in conjunction with previously scheduled and funded meetings. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: BARCLAY’S OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS

TITLE 5. EDUCATION

DIVISION 1. CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 16. GOVERNING BOARDS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS

SUBCHAPTER 3. SCHOOL LIBRARIES

ARTICLE 1. SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICES

BARCLAYS OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS

TITLE 5. EDUCATION

DIVISION 1. CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 16. GOVERNING BOARDS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS

SUBCHAPTER 3. SCHOOL LIBRARIES

ARTICLE 1. SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICES

§ 16040. Definitions. 

(a) "School library services" include, but are not limited to, the provision, organization, and utilization of materials and related activities supportive of the educational requirements prescribed by law and by the school districts which may include the following:

(1) Library Instruction –Provide instruction to students that will enable them to become proficient users of library resources; and provide inservice training for teachers.

(2) Curriculum Development -Provide information to teachers and administrators concerning sources and availability of instructional materials that will aid in the development of school curriculum; team with classroom teachers to develop units of instruction and activities using library resources in the instructional programs.

(3) Materials Selection -Provide assistance to teachers and students in the evaluation, selection, production, and uses of instructional materials.

(4) Access to Materials and Information Resources -Provide a collection of materials and resources that support the curriculum and are appropriate procedures, and services for maximum utilization of resources.

(5) Professional Development -Assist teachers, administrators, and other school staff members in becoming knowledgeable and current concerning appropriate uses of library media services, materials and equipment.

(b) A "School Library" is an area or group of areas where a program of information sources, associated equipment, and services from appropriate staff are accessible to pupils and school personnel and may be identified by each school district by any title which is descriptive of its function such as Learning Resource Center, Library Media Center, or Instructional Materials Center.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 18101 and 33031, Education Code. 

Reference: Section 18100, Education Code.

§ 16041. Content of School Libraries.

Each school district may provide in its libraries books, reference books, periodicals, photographs, pictorial or graphic works, maps, charts, globes, sound recordings, films, filmstrips, kinescopes, video tapes, videodiscs, video cassette recorders, other printed or audio visual materials, and high technology systems such as computers approved for use in the schools by the governing board pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 18100) of Chapter 2 of Part 11 of the Education Code.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 18101 and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 18100, 18131 and 18170, Education Code.
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