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	SUBJECT

2009 Education and the Environment Initiative Curriculum Review: Appointment of Reviewers (Cohort 3).
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the appointment of Cohort 3 Instructional Materials Reviewers (IMRs) and Content Review Experts (CREs) as recommended by the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) for the 2009 Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) Curriculum Review.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


January 7, 2009: The SBE approved the Cohort 2 applicants (one CRE and one IMR) and the revised timeline for the 2009 EEI Curriculum Review. The revisions to the timeline included: (1) extending the recruitment period for reviewers; (2) adding additional Curriculum Commission and SBE meetings to recommend and appoint reviewers; (3) changing the submission date for the curriculum units from May to June 2009; and (4) changing the independent review dates from May to July 2009 to June to July 2009.
November 6, 2008: The SBE approved the Cohort 1 applicants (2 CREs and 19 IMRs), the Standards Map, and the Evaluation Criteria Map for the 2009 EEI Curriculum Review.
July 9, 2008: The SBE approved the revised timeline for the 2009 EEI Curriculum Review. The revisions to the timeline included: (1) extending the recruitment of reviewers from April 2008 to August 2008; (2) moving the Curriculum Commission recommendation of reviewers from the May 2008 meeting to the September 2008 meeting; (3) moving the SBE appointment of reviewers from the July 2008 meeting to the November 2008 meeting; (4) changing the submission date for the curriculum units from spring 2009 to May 2009; and (5) changing the deliberation dates from 

August 2-5, 2009, to August 10-12, 2009.

January 9, 2008: The SBE approved the evaluation criteria, timeline, and reviewer application for the 2009 EEI Curriculum Review.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)


October 2005: Assembly Bill 1721 (Pavley, Chapter 581, Statutes of 2005) called for the creation of a model environmental curriculum that incorporated California’s Environmental Principles and Concepts (EP&C).
December 2004: The Secretary of California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) and the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) approved the EP&C.

2004: California’s EP&C were developed. Two members of the Curriculum Commission served as liaisons to the committee that prepared the document.

October 2003: AB 1548 (Pavley, Chapter 665, Statutes of 2003) created the EEI, and directed the CalEPA and the CIWMB, in cooperation with the California Resources Agency, the CDE, the SBE, and the Secretary of Education, to develop a set of EP&C for elementary and secondary schools.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Background
In April 2008, a letter from State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Jack O’Connell, was sent to all county and school district superintendents and charter school administrators to recruit reviewers for the 2009 EEI Curriculum Review. Recruitment letters were also sent to college and university departments of Science, History, Economics, and Political Science, to former CREs and IMRs (previously referred to as Content Review Panel [CRP] members and Instructional Materials Review Panel [IMAP] members), and to a number of professional associations statewide. The CRE/IMR application form has been on the CDE’s Education and the Environment Initiative Web page since May 2008.

The CDE received three IMR applications before the January 30, 2009, Curriculum Commission meeting (applicants numbered 121, 122, and 123). At that meeting, the Curriculum Commission approved to recommend these three IMR applicants to the SBE for appointment.

At the January meeting, the Curriculum Commission empowered the Chair of the Curriculum Commission and the Chair of the EEI Ad Hoc Committee to review and recommend to the SBE any applications received after the January meeting since it was the last time that the Curriculum Commission would meet before the April 20-21, 2009, reviewer training. Four CRE applications (applicants numbered 504, 505, 506, and 507) and one IMR applicant (applicant number 124) were received and approved by the Chairs for recommendation to the SBE for appointment.

Five of the applicants reported on their applications that they have written or reviewed some draft units of the EEI Curriculum. In order to eliminate a possible conflict of interest, these applicants will not be placed on a panel that is reviewing those units.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Mini biographies for the eight applicants are included in Attachments 2 and 3 and a complete set of the applications is available in the SBE office.
Applicant Profiles
Since this is a “review” and not an “adoption,” the CDE is not held to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5 that governs the roles of CREs and IMRs for an adoption. However, since the SBE is responsible for approving the proposed EEI curriculum, the CDE has chosen to model this review after the adoption process as much as possible.
The role of the CREs is to review the instructional materials for accuracy and to determine whether the materials are aligned to state content standards and reflect current and confirmed research in the subject area. A Ph.D. degree in a science or history–social science field is required to serve as a CRE for this review. The role of the IMRs is to review materials for all aspects of the evaluation criteria, including not only content, but program organization, assessment, universal access, and instructional support. A majority of the IMRs must be teachers at the time of appointment.
The CRE applicants are educators with expertise in physics, chemistry, ecology, economics, Asian history, and geography and hold a Ph.D. degree in a related field. The majority of IMR applicants are teachers who have taught kindergarten through grade eight with subject expertise in the earth, life, and physical sciences. A demographic profile of the applicants is provided in Attachment 1.
Estimated Number of Panels

In Cohort 1 the SBE appointed 2 CREs and 19 IMRs and in Cohort 2 the SBE appointed 1 CRE and 1 IMR. As stated above, 4 CREs and 4 IMRs are being recommended for appointment in Cohort 3. This totals 7 CREs and 24 IMRs for this review.

Originally, based on 85 curriculum units to be reviewed, CDE staff estimated that 10 to 13 panels of reviewers would be needed, which meant we would have to recruit 10 to 13 CREs and 50 to 65 IMRs. Because of the shortage of reviewers, we have had to reconfigure our panels, assigning 3 panels for the History–Social Science EEI curriculum units and 2 panels for the Science EEI curriculum units. Each panel will have at least 1 CRE and 4 IMRs for a minimum of 3 CREs and 12 IMRs for History–Social Science and 2 CREs and 8 IMRs for Science. The SBE has appointed enough CREs and IMRs for the 2 Science panels however we still need 3 IMRs for the History–Social Science panels. With this configuration, each panel will be reviewing approximately 14-21 units. This is a reasonable amount of material for each panel to review since it is less instructional material than a program reviewed by panels in a primary textbook adoption.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Funding for this review will come from the budget of CalEPA. CalEPA staff estimates that the review will cost approximately $200,000.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Content Review Experts/Instructional Materials Reviewers Demographic Profile (1 Page)
Attachment 2: 2009 Education and the Environment Initiative Curriculum Review–Instructional Materials Reviewer (IMR) Applicants - Cohort 3 (4 Pages)
Attachment 3: 2009 Education and the Environment Initiative Curriculum Review–Content Review Expert (CRE) Applicants - Cohort 3 (4 Pages)
Content Review Experts/Instructional Materials Reviewers

Demographic Profile

2009 Education and the Environment Initiative Curriculum Review

	CONTENT REVIEW EXPERTS DATA

	TOTAL APPLICANTS: 7

	Gender
	
	Region
	
	Areas of Expertise

	Female
	4
	
	Northern CA
	2
	
	Physics
	2

	Male
	3
	
	Southern CA
	4
	
	Chemistry
	1

	
	
	
	Out-of-State
	1
	
	Ecology
	1

	Profession
	
	Economics
	1

	Professor/Teacher
	6
	
	History (Asian, American, European, United States)
	3

	Map/Book Editor
	1
	
	Geography
	1

	Physicist
	1
	
	
	


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS REVIEWERS DATA

	TOTAL APPLICANTS: 24

	Gender
	
	Region
	
	Profession

	Male
	5
	
	Northern CA
	16
	
	Teacher
	22

	Female
	19
	
	Southern CA
	7
	
	Science Coordinator
	1

	
	
	
	Out-of-State
	1
	
	Director
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade-Level Teaching Experience
	
	Areas of Expertise

	K-5 – Elementary School
	7
	
	Earth Science
	10

	K-8 – Special Education
	1
	
	Biology/Life Science
	13

	6-8 – Middle School
	14
	
	Physical Science
	9

	9-12 – Earth Science
	3
	
	Environmental Science
	5

	9-12 – Biology/Life Science
	6
	
	World History
	2

	10 – World History
	2
	
	United States History
	3

	11 – United States History
	3
	
	Democracy/Economics
	2

	12 – Democracy/Economics
	2
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